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Calves and Concrete

Byz SUNDOWNER

BACK TO
‘MILK

DON’T know whether the
people of Christchurch drink
more milk than they did a few
years ago or whether they are just
more numerous, but there are cer-
tainly more producers of milk

within an hours
run of the city. If
the number of
dairy farms has not

increased, the number concentrating on
milk instead of on butterfat and cheese
seemed to have ‘increased so rapidly

that I found myself a stranger among
them after an absence of less, than
10 years. I saw fewer Jerseys, and
fewer cream-lorries, and I could not
help thinking that the Jerseys there
have already had their day.
What woke me up to the change was,
curiously enough, the bleating of calves
in May. We are so much creatures of
habit that I can spend days among cows
in early spring without hearing the
calves, but half-a-dozen calling out to-
gether as winter approached at once
caught my attention and roused my
curiosity. I had noticed how numerous
the black-and-whites were over the
fences, but it was only when I heard
young calves calling from a shed thatI began"to notice how many of these
black-and-whites were in full milk and
how many lorries’ there were on the
roads loaded with cans.
The calves, ‘I was told later, were
not nearly as noisy as they should have
been. It was so profitable selling milk
that even the heifer calves were not
often being saved. One man who seemed
to be milking about 100 cows told me
that his cheque for the month wéuld
"come near a thousand," and although
I thought he was stretching the figures
a little, it was excitement and not lying
or brag. I could easily understand,
too, why he was not interested in
calves. a *

"Better treatment than calves usually get in a country
where every farmer is short of labour"

COWS
WITHOUT
CALVES

HETHER competition will water
these returns down it is too soon
to say, but killing the calves must if

it continues too long. Calves mean
work and a levy on the milk; later they
mean grass and a hole in the hay; buteven ai Sscicice

could make cows
~ milk without them,
as science some day
will. it would not

be good economy to kill them indis,
criminately. And when that day dawns
there will be very few to kill. The
problem will be, not how to feed them

when they come, but
how to keep them com-
ing. For the farmer then
will behave as he be-
haves to-day-he will
hope that his neighbour
will breed enough to
keep the herds ‘going;
and his neighbour will
be just as foolish, as
greedy, as feckless, and
as lazy as he is.
However, when I be-
gan to look at them, Ithought that those
calves which had been
saved were getting bet-ter treatment than calves
usually get in a country
where every farmer is
short of labour. They
had shelter; and they
were fed individually;
not left to shiver behind
wire fences and to fight
for their quota in a com-
mon trough.
* % *

MILK AND
MECHANISATION

[tT seemed to me too that dairy-farm-ing is now as completely mechanised
in the South Island as it is in the North,
that it depends as heavily on electric
power, and rests even more firmly on
concrete. Professor Hudson told me

once that the jus-
tification for the
costly byre at
Lincoln College

was partly its efficiency and partly its
power to make farmers think. He
wanted, he said, to get it into their
minds that nothing was good enough
but the best possible in the country as
well as in the city. If it was worth
while spending tens of thousands of
pounds on bank and shipping offices,if insurance companies found it good
business to house their employees in
palatial buildings, if no big business
man would sit in a dark office or stand
on a bare floor, it was worth . while
spending a fraction of the cost of those
city improvements on efficiency and
comfort in the ‘country. In other words,
farmers had to get their minds as well
as their hands and feet out of the wet.
and the cold and the mud.
But I thought when I visited Mr. C.
W/ Humm’s farm at Coldstream that
the revolution had come; I don’t know
how much money had been spent on
his concrete fences and yards, on his:
limitless water supply, or on his byre
and cooling rooms. It would not be
(continued on next page)

6) What

Ovalline
Sleep

willmeantoyou
Morning Freshness
Taken at bedtime, 'Ovaltine' is not
onlyconducive tosleep,itdoesmuchto ensure that refreshingsleepfrom
which you awake bright-eyed,invig-
orated,feelingand lookingyourbest

RenewedEnergy
Thespecialpropertiesof Ovaltine'
derived frommalt,milk and eggs
provide in themost easilydigestible
form; concentrated nourishment for
soothingthe nerves and buildingup
reservesofenergy. Eggsareofpar-ticular importance because of theit
richnessinnerve-restoringproperties,
withoutwhichno tonicfoodbeverage
wouldbecomplete:

ChcerhuilQutlook
Your 'Ovaltine sleepwill give youa sense of well-being and renewed
vitalitywhichwillhelpto sustainyouto the end of the day_ feeling con-
fident,cheerfulandbuoyant:

20.8
Listen-in to 66�Ovaltine- FairyTales0} 6.15 p.m, Saturdays,allZBStations.
WANDER LTD,,LONDON. NEWZEALAND FACTORY : NORTHRD,PAPANUI,CHRISTCHURCH

The germ-killing
throat tablet

FORMAMINTREGE. TRADE MARK

forall common ailmentsof
throat6mouth AtallChemists

Australasian Agents:
BENGER-GENATOSAN PTy. LTD
66-72ReservoirSt.,Sydney.

WAKE UP YOURILIvER BILE_
Without Calomel_~And You"'IL Jump out
Bed in the Morning Full of Vin:
Tne liver should pour out two
liquidbile into your bowels daily: Rotbds_tbis bileis not fowing freely, food doesn"t digest:It justdecays in the bowelfo Wind bloats uP:your stomach: You get constipated: Youd
whole system is poisoned and you feel sour}tired and wearyand tbe world looksblue:
Laxatives are only makesbifts: A mere bowesmovement doesn't get at tbe cause: It takesthose good old Carter'S LittleLiverPills togetthose two pounds of bile dowing freely andmake you feel up and up. Harmless,gentleryetamazing inmaking biledow freely.Ask forCARTER'S Little LiverPillsbyname
Stubbornly refuse anything else. 1/83d.
Distributors Fassett 6 Johnson, Ltd. Lad
Buildings MenersStreds WellingtonsC9


