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In South Africa
R. MALAN’S defeat of
Field-Marshal Smuts was
one of destiny’s ways of

keeping us humble; like Holy
Willie’s sins. What purpose it
setves when folly beats wisdom
and weakness brings down
strength is not for man to say;
bit it is for man never to forget
that it can happen. Dr, Malan
is no doubt a dogged and passion-
ately loyal South Affican with
courage and a kind of tough com-
petence. There is no reason to
suppose that he is not sincere or
that self-interest is a bigger factor
in his attitudes than it is in lead-
ers generally. But Field-Marshal
Smuts is one of statecraft’s giants;
as penetfating intellectually as
John Stuart Mill, as tesolute and
shtewd as David Lloyd George.
No one ever called Dr. Malan a
philosopher or even a_philoso-
pher’s shadow. Although it is as
easy to be wrong about him
as about anyone else in a distant
country, he has so far been pre-
sented to New Zealand as a can-
tatikerous doctor of divinity with
a genius for quarrelling with his
friends. Yet his countrymen have
voted this little man in and that
big man out. They have done so,
the cables say, fot two reasonis:
because he is a republican, and
because his attitude to coloured
men is something like Oom Paul
Kruger’s-that they should serve
and obey the whites. Even if
none of the things happen that
the newspapefs say now could
happen-separation from Britain,
persecution of the Jews, stricter
segregation and harsher repres-
sion of Kaffirs and Indians-the
path has been cleared for those
who wish to go that way. It may
even be that democracy in South
Africa is now holding a coat for
fascism.

LETTERS FROM LISTENERS
CHURCH BROADCASTS
Sir,-Thank you for publishing’ ‘theletter concerning the Church Music
Society’s récofitendations on Chitirch
broadcasts. There are two mistakes
however (purely typographical erfors)
that I should like corrected. First, para-
graph five should have read: "That rio
relays of actual services should be made
during the choir recess petiod between
Christmas and the New Year." Secondlyit is not the Wellington Branch of the
Church Music Society, it is the N.Z.
Church Musie Society which meets ih
Wellington. Wellington has no branch
of the Society as yet.
JOHN H. BOOTH (Wellington).
Sir-It may interest Mr. Booth to
know that; in spife of the decision come
to at a discussion recently héld by the
Church Music Society regarding Chutch
broadcasts, there aré many who listen
in to a Church service as devotional
worship, and this aspect of the broad-cast is where its value lies, not the
extra polish up because the service is
going over the air. After all, it is the
service and not the présehtation of itthat really counts, thotigh nattrally any-
thing offered to the Highest should al-
ways have the greatest effort towards
perfection. So please let us continue to
have our Church services relayed in thespirit of worship humbly offered to
Almighty God and not as a concert
given in a Chutch. Wé can get plentyof concerts given in their tight place,
which te many minds is net a Church.

"PICTON LISTENER."

WEATHER REPORTS
Sit,--Time was when a keen though
ill-informed ititerest sent tie each moft-
ing to tune in to the 7.15 weather situa-
tion, in the hope of obtaining some pic-
ture of the probable future happenings
in Otago, and in particular in Dutiedin.
While the novelty lasted, it was pos-
sible to sustain interest all through the
south-westerly Odyssey which beganwith such recognisable landmarks as
National Park-Taihape, and worked
gradually in the general direction of the
approaching weather to my own private
area.
But after the first week, it was no
longer possible to follow this meteor-
ological fugue. The toast, or my atteti-
tion, suffered, and I returned to earth,
or air, to hear martial- strains making
the best of whatever weather there was
and had perforce, to do likewise.I do not of course propose that any-
thing so radical as a ré-arrangement of
the accepted ordér should be corisidered-as soon suggest that the habit of put-
ting North at the top of the map be
changed. All I should like to know is-
how on earth did it start that wav?
CHRISTOPHER JOHNSON

(Dunedin).

LOSING THE LEAD?
Sir-It was one of New Zealand’s
proudest boast that, per capita, she was
the highest purchaser of books in the
British Commonwealth. It seems doubt-
ful if the claim can be still sustained.
Even in 1945 (the last year for whichI have been able to find statistics) Aus-
tralia was importing, per capita, nearly
as many British books as New Zéaland,
Australia’s home production was prob-
ably greatet ard she impéftéd more
American books, Now for this yeat New

Zealand is apparently to be restricted to
importing fewer books than last year,
whilst Australia has no such restriction
on the import of Britigh books. a
This restriction is being made in New
Zealand at a time when the British pub-
lishers have been asked by the Board
of Trade to increase their 1948 exports
by 50 per cert. on those for 1947. It is
quite true that New Zealand has been
asked to live within her incotie, But
books are our main cultural import and
require less thaf 1 per cent. of the total
income. Thé whole basis and justifica-tion of import sélection is surely that

essential and worthwhile things shall be
given preference. Books in all their
variety must rank high on any such list.It was the task which I begat with, to
show that fo nation of well instituted state,if they valued books at all, did ever tse the
way of licensing. -Miltoh (Areopadgitica).

R.G.P. (Wellington).

"BEBOP"
Sir,-May I point out what is perhaps
only a pfinter’s error? In a Swing Ses:
sion from 4YZ you have the word
"Rebop" where, obviously, "Bebop" was
intended. "Rebop" is a fancy wotd used
enly in thé song "Hey Baba Rebop."
The name of the music is "Bebop," or
simply "Bop."

A. CHRISTIE (Wanganui),

SOCIAL SECURITY
Sir,-Your collection of opifions on
the working of the Social Security sys-
tem was very interesting, but as one
who prepares a latge number of returns,it seems to me that the system is grosslyuffair in one respect, namely, for the
man with a small inchme. For instatice,
a farmer by hard work makes £100 a’
year, as many do. His tax, about
£7/10/s, goes to a fund from which
atiothér man who does no regulat work
is paid £117 per annum, and is allowed
t6 eatn £52 pet anhum without affect-
ing the amount of his age benefit.
Surely no one earning less than £120
a yeat should be forced to pay tax at
all. Of coursé the man with a small
iricome cati get relief from the tax by
pleading hardship, but many do not
like to do this. The Act badly wants
amending. H. E. LAWRENCE

(Stratford)
ORCHESTRAS AND CONDUCTORSSir-It is rather irritating when radio
atifouncets omit to mention the cofi-
ductors whefi playing orchestral records,
especially when the orchestra is playing
ufider a guest conductor. Recently we
heard ."Mozart’s Overture to The Magic
Flute, played by the BBC Symphory
Orchestra, H.M.V. reéorditig,’ afid no

more. That the conductor Was Toseatinididn’t ‘seein worth mentioning: Also
with Weber’s Der Freischutz Overture
played by the London Philharmonic, and
Rachinanifioff’s Second Piano Concerto,with the satne orchestra, most peoplewould be giving Sir Thomas Beechamthe credit, which belongs to the youngAimeri¢an conductor Erich Leinsdorf.
This sort of omission océtifs neatly
every day.
And one other point: why both in The
Listener programmes and over the air,
is the Philharmonia Ofchestra referredt6 as the Philhatmonic? One enterpris-ifg announcer once called it the Lohdon
Philharmonic! s
LARRY PRUDEN (New Plymouth).The Listener uses the name that cottectlyidentifies the. orchestra-sometimes Philhdrn
monia; sometimes Philharmonic-Ed,)
"QUIRES AND PLACES"Siti was glad to tead that "Quiré,"of Kilbitnie, is satisfied with In Quifesand Places Where They Sing. Unfor-

tunately I have always found the wofds
very inaudible, so that it was a pleastireand inspifation to hear the "Gospel
Singer." I hope his future records will
be advertised in The Listerier, Distinet-
ness of words and tone is preferable to
volume of musical instruments. when
hafmony. is lost.‘ANOTHER
REGULAR LISTENER (Nelson) .
BYRD AND ELGARSit,-I do hot know who was resporis-ible for the présetitation from 4YA on

a Sunday afternoon some time ago ofthe Byrd five-part mass, but I should
like to congratulate him on af ofiginalventure accomplished in a highly inter-
estifig and yet authoritative matiner, Not
ofily Was an attempt made to elucidatethe unfamiliar style of this musie by
showing it in an historical perspective,but at the same tite its sociologicalrelation with the times was déalt with
most fittingly. It was encouraging to hear
a programme in which the éducationalvalue was combined so inconspicuouslywith entertainment of the highest order;
and the excellent propaganda thug pto-
duced should open the way, if ade-
quately followed up, to a widef appre-ciation of a period in musical historywhich is both ufisufpassed in achieve-
ment and practically unknown to the
average listener to serious miisie,
More recently, an equally meritorious
presentation of Elgar’s Drearn of Geron-
tius from the same source has been
broadcast. The comments provoked both
thought and interest; and there is one
small point I should like to take up. It
was asserted that the weakest point in
the work was (after the opening stanza)
the chorus "Praise to the Holiest." It
seems to me that there is fio flagging
here: such phrases as ", ... the field
of elemental war," and the stanza be-
gitning "O generous love!" are set mést
movingly. If it be necessary to look for
weak points, I suggest the aria "Sanctus
fortis"; it is on the whole the most ¢én-
ventional and unconvincing patt 6f the
work. E. DE LACEY (Timaru).
ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS
A. de L. (Timaru): We have no défifiite
address for Allen Sloane, but the Radio
Writefs and Authors’ Guild of Atmefiéa, 6
East 39th St., Mafihattan, New York, shotild
find him. ‘
Socialist (Palmérston Nofth): Wrong Plsro
The Carditial was not reported in The

istener. , :

A. L. Jesson (Wellington): You wete right.Sofriednie was asleep, but woke just before youshook ‘him.
"Quiz Kid’? (Wellingtoh): Your sdliition of
the difficulty was the e as that adopted
by thé compére, : :

THE FIRST TEST
ARRANGEMENTS for an exten-
ded coverage by 2YA of thefirst cricket Test, Australia v.
M.C.C.; were in trait at the time
of going to press. Details of these
special broadcasts were not avail-
able in time for publication in
"The Listener," but they will be
announced from the National sta-
tions in time for all cricket
enthusiasts to take advantage of
them.at


