CONVENTION TIME

IN THE

Washington. So the States say who
shall vote in Federal elections, Over
half the States have literacy tests; some
have property qualifications, The Con-
stitution says that there shall be no dis-
erimination “on account of race, colour,
or previous condition of servitude,” but
several Southern States have adopted
qualifications, generally in the form of
& poll-tax,. which effectively disfran-
chises a majority of Negro voters and
a large proportion of poor white citizens
as well. Each year, however, a larger
number of Negroes in the South are
voting, partly as a result of organised
movements to get them to pay their poll
taxes and avail themselves of the ballot.

How are the party conventions

organised?

The conventions are composed of
party delegates from all the States,
Each State is gllowed twice the number
of delegates ' as its total number of
members of Congress. They numbet
about a thousand. But this is not all.
A party convention attracts other people
from all over the Union, and it is neces-
sary that it be held in a big city which
can provide a very large meeting place
and accommodate all the visitors,
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Haven't what they call
primaries something to do
with the  conventions?
What exactly are pri-
maries?

Primaries are elections
held in about a third of
the States to select party
delegates to the National
Convention, and &t the
same time offer party
members in the State an
opportunity of voting for
a possible nominee for
the Presidential election.
Men intending to offer
themselves for the presi-
dential nomination by
the National Convention
may enter these primar-
ies, but they are not
obliged to do so. Primar-

“Party conventions .

. . . one of the most colourful shows in American politics”

ies provide a preliminary
test of the popularity of different can-
didates who will come before the
National Convention. The result of
primaries pledges State delegates to
certain candidates, but not irrevocably.

How does the Convention proceed?

You must visualise a convention not
only as an assembly to choose party can-

didates for the Presidency and Vice-
Presidency and draft the party plat-
form, but as entertainment. “These
meetings are tremendously dramatic,”
says an American textbook, The Ameri-
can Citizen. “Packed halls draped in
flags, the delegates under their State
banners, thousands of spectators begging

to get in, bands playing, speeches,
enthusiasm, demonstrations, some of
them spontanecus, all add to produce
one of the most colourful shows in
American politics.” An English exposi-
tor writes of the convention proceedings
as “frenzied.” The galleries may hold
nearly 20,000 spectators. *“The room

New Discovery

RATOM 108, the new Antu Rat-

Killer—containing Alpha Naphthylthiourea
——is more effective because it is tasteless
and odourless to rats in the bait and is
twice as deadly. Hitherto, rat poisons in
doses strong enough to kill always had a
taste or odour which rats could detect.
Get a.jar of RATOM 109 from your
chemist or store and try this new Antu
rat- exterminator which has been used
with remarkable success in U.S.A. Full
directions for use with each jar.

The NEW, ANTU RAT-KILLER

A Bright and Healthy
Home in every tin
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WAZZFLOOR POLISH

For Dark Wood Floors, Doors and Furniture use DARK Poliflor
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