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“Not even your takings?”

“No. We have good wash-ups and bad,
but the whole district knows our aver-
age.”

“You are not atraid of competition?”

“No, that doesn’t worry us either,
Water is our only anxiety. We are both
third-generation miners and have our
own water-rights, but at present we
haven’t cnough water to keep the nozzle
going night and day.”

“Because of the season?”

“Yes. Our water comes from the
mountains several miles away, but it
has been a warm and dry summer, and
the creeks are low.”

“What happens in winter?”

“The supply stops altogether then be-
cause of the frost, But the harder and
rougher the winter is the better the
supply is next summer.”

“How high are you here?”

“Well above 2,000 feet. But Central
Otago is a good place for anybody who
will stick it out and work. When the
water stops we go rabbiting, and that
can be just as profitable as mining. I
have often made £200 in the off-season
with a gun and a couple of dogs.”

“Are you the only miners here or are
there others?”

“No, there are several others. It is not
as it used to be, when you counted
miners by the hundred, but there are
at least a dozen men round about who
live as we do.”

“Is gold the only mineral?”

“It’s the only mineral worth bother-

ing about. But thae is a lot of zircon
too. You've heard of zircon, I suppose?”

“I don’t think I have. In any case 1
can’t remember what it is.”

“Have you heard of tungsten?”

“Yes, that sounds more familiar, Is
zircon another name for it?”

“No, but they are related. Every yard
of this dirt contains about 1/6 worth of
zircon, but we have no means of saving
it in commercial quantities.” »

“Tt is still reasonably profitable to
work the gold? You are not just carry-
ing on for romantic reasons—because
your father and grandfather were here
before you?”

“Well I suppose I am sentimental
about that:' not only about my father
and grandfather, but about a dozen or
more generations of mining ancestors in
Cornwall. We can trace them back to
about 1400. But every acre of this
ground contains about £1,700 worth of
fine gold, and recovery depends chiefly
on water.” ‘

“Why has mining ceased In general?”

“Because the water has been taken
for irrigation.”

“But if you can take £1,700 an acre
out of this land, that is as muth as good
farming land would produce in 200
years, and more than this class of land
would produce in 1,000 years.”

“That is our argument precisely. We
are not'destroying good land, but get-
ting the best possible return out of bad
land. And we don't destroy it either.
Have you seen those larch trees up by
the swimming dam?”

“I was there this morning”

“Well, only a few of them were
planted. The rest are self-sown, and they
are spreading all over the old tailings,
If we had the right to fence our worked
land it would be a forest in 30 or 40
years.”

“Without planting?”

“Without any assistance at all but
protection against rabbite and farm
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stock, Yt would pay the country hand-
somely to give us the right to fence.
You can imagine what trees have to
fight against here in a hard winter.”
“Who would suffer if you fenced?”
“Chiefly the rabbits. Though the trees
are winning against all opposition, they
would win faster if the opposition were
weakened. It is a situation that was not
foreseen when the Mining Act was
drafted.”
“Were you not surprised yourself
when the larches began to spread?”
“Yes, I suppose I was. But Pm past
that stage now. I see trees as the answer
to alluvial mining wherever the tailings
retain moisture. There will be a forest
here in another hundred years.”

(To be continued)

OF GENERAL INTEREST

ON ROCK ANDP ICE, Andre Roch, 32/- posted. A famous mountaineer and camerg
artist describes the great climbing routes of the Swiss Alps by word and picture.
81 superb mountain photographs. '

THE GRASS ROOTS OF ART, Herbert Read, 7/3 posted. The relotion of creative vaiues
in art to ihe existing social structure is discussed and analysed by a penetrating
critic and thinker.

APOLOGY FOR HEROISM, Mulk Ra] Anand, 7/3 posted. Philosopher, novelist, and
man of letters, Mr. Anand has here brilliantly set down his experiences in his
search for a consistent world outlook.

WHAT ABOUT A HOUSE AGAIN, Guy Church and Major R. Drysdale Smith, 23/- posted.
Sound advice for prospective home-builders, containing many plans, photographs
and drawings of houses of all types, with chapters on the important aspects of
home-building.
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attained in radio construction.

Quality of Fine Workmanship

e+« The New COLUMBUS Model 44 ... |

The [atest series of COLUMBUS models disclose a
standard of workmanship that has not hitherto been

Model 44 ™ Cambridge "—7-valve
all-wave, {incorporating " magic i
eye " tuning indicator}, and utilis- -
ing the new COLUMBUS 10"
ELUPTICAL permanent magnet X
loudspeaker. Height: [44”; Width: !
195": Dopth: 11", Price £44/10/+

butt walnut—a timber finish that is uniquely distinguished
for the rich dignity of its graining. As the sketch
indicates, svery detail of the mechanical construction

From the immaculately finished cabinet of Model 44
to the smallest engineering details of its receiver,
there is abundant evidence of a meticulous and un-
hurried attitude towards quality of construction. In
manufacture, COLUMBUS has set itself a policy of
sustaining, and surpassing, the standards of quality
that are generally referred to as " pre-war®. In that
way COLUMBUS aim to meet the requirement of the
most discerning, and to give unimpeachable valus for
the expenditure outlaid by any COLUMBUS purchaser,
The cabinet of Mode! 44 is of stout, accoustically cor
rect design, finished in highest grade North American

of the receiver is worked up by the machins precision
methods for which COLUMBUS is pre-sminently noted.

UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED FOR 12
MONTHS THROUGHOUT NEW ZEALAND.

NATION-WIDE SERVICE: Whangarel, Auckland, Hamilton, Paeroa, Rotorya, Tauranga, Sisborne, Napler, Haste
Ings, Dannevirke, Taihape, New Plymouth, Wanganui, Palmerston North, Masterton,” Wallington, Blenheim, Nelson,
Greymouth, Christchurch, Timaru, Oamaru, Dunedin, Gore, Invercargill.
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