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when they were not helping the trees
to fight against wind, and drought, and
weeds, and pests. Whatever they did
they survived, and if some of them are
now reaping rich rewards they have
earned every penny many times over.
They are also giving New Zealand the
best stone fruit it is possible to grow
in the Southern Hemisphere, and takingit out of land that before them pro-
duced very little. That, I think, is
their monument.
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UT if I were a young man I would
pause before I started off in their
tracks. I would ask myself if I had the
patience to wait while the seedling
became a tree, the courage to fight wind,
pests, hail, and frost, and the toughness

to live without anyAT A COST income at all if the
thermometer went

crazy one night when.I was asleep or
caught me without oil for my fire-pots.
One man I spoke to told me that his
average harvest would be about 4,000
cases, and that a single frost one year
reduced him to two peaches-one under
a bird’s nest and the other under a
branch against a wall."If it had happened a few years
earlier I would have been out."
"It could have happened then?"
"Just as easily as when it did happen."
"Your alarm failed, I suppose.""I had no alarm. I thought I was in
a safe area."
"Do such places exist in Central
Otago?"
"None that I would take a chance on
now. But it costs a lot of money td
buy fire-pots, and a lot more to burn.
them. I thought I couldn’t afford them."
"What does a lot of money mean?""It depends on the size of the
orchard and the number and severity
of the frosts, but equipment can cost
two or three hundred pounds to begin
with, and using it up to a hundred
pounds a night."
"Frost-fighting could cost you five
or six hundred pounds a year?"
"Quite easily. The average is less
than that, but a man not far from here
spent seven hundred pounds last year."
"Was it worth it?"
"Yes, if he had the money to spend.
But beginners can’t always afford as
much as that, and can be ruined in a
week."
"Do you get frosts every year?"
"No. But we have to be ready for
them every year. Last year some of
-. us couldn’t get oil. I lost half a crop
that way, but the other half brought a
\big price."
"You are satisfied with the life year
in and year out?"
"Yes. It’s an adventurous life, but
so is every kind of farming."
"Do your sons stay with you?"
"Some do and some don’t, but we are
better off in that. way than dairy-
farmers. The majority in this district
have their sons still with them.""If a man has_ several sons can the
younger ones get started too?"
"Yes, so far. But the day will come
when it will not be easy. Fruit farming
depends on soil, sun, and water, and not
many districts provide those in the right
combination at the right time. But it
is not a problem yet."
» "Perhaps families will give out first.""It is quite possible. And then
Orientals will take our places.’
(To be Continued.>
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YoU CAN ACHIEVE SUCCESS !
There is no trick way to achieve prOSperity and security _ These are the naturalresults 0f apilied ambition_ determinationand specialised training. I.C.S. specialisedtraining has helped thousands of New Zealanders to achieve success. Why not YOU!
Accountancy StructuralEngineer
Advertising Elec.Power& Light
Salesmanship Building ContractorArchitecture "A"GradeMotorMech:
Plastics WirelessOperator'sEx.
Refrigeration Fitter and TurnerIf rour' suhject; trade O1' profession is not
ahove, let uS knaw what it is and we will
send Fou, withoutobligation, theFreeLGS
Prospectus_ Look t0 your future successand commence an I.C.S_ Home-studyCourse of Training NOWV. Write to
INTERNATIONAL CorRESPONDENCE

SCHOOLS,
Dept. L} 182 Wakefileld 864 Wellington:
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Australasian Agents:
BENGER-GENATOSANPTY LTD
350 George Street, Sydney.
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WHEELS
Strong Iron TrolleyWheels twO Sizes:
Priceperpair,com-
plete W1th 18in.
axle, 4!in_ 6/-; 5in;6/6 Postage on
one pair,1/3; post-
age on two pairs,2/-
SKEATES & WhIte
LTD;,48 Fort Street,Auckland.


