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No doubt it would have sounded a
little mysterious to call the collection
after the first essay, "Breath of Alchera,"
but that is of far more importance than
the problematic origin of ballads with
so small a chance of survival. "Alchera"
is an Arunta word meaning a dream, or
the "far past time when the ancestors
of the totemic groups arose," and Mr.Elliott hangs an essay on it which be-
comes a criticism both of affected mysti-
cism in Australian writers and of the
ether extreme of forgetting that Aus-
tralia has a past at all.
I feel certain myself that this mythologywhich the enthusiasts seek to erect to pro-vide Australia with imaginative inspirationwill never amount to anything until the last
aborigine has become a memory. While thenative remains actual, he will still be a
native; there is not much hope of making
gods and kings and heroes and saints outof him while there is still a possibility of
meeting King Billy and Black Mary roundthe corner. In Peru they might do somethingwith the Incas, but here the poetic scope
opened up by the Alchera is limited. Poetrythat is real and actual can only have its
actuality because everybody knows and sym-
pathises with the basis of its making. eAlchera is, for white Australians, an exotic
fancy. ... But I should be making myselfvery imperfectly understood if I gave the
impression that I thought it a useless or al-
together misguided thing to do.
New Zealand readers will perhaps findMr. Elliott most interesting in his last
paper-an angry protest against the vul-
garisation of Steele Rudd (Arthur Hoey
Davis) on the stage and in film and
radio presentations,
It is bad enough that books should bewritten and forgotten because they are super-seded by a mcre popular and cruder presen-tation of the same formal material; but itis worse that this new presentation should
have acted to reshape the material until it
became no more than barely recognisable,until the whole fiction had ered a changeof emphasis which entirely invalidated its
essential meaning. The original stories were
a richly humorous interpretation, based firmlyin a real state of affairs. Dramatization, thelocalisation in the theatre-or equally disas-
trous, in that unreal, completely dimension.
less world of the radio theatre-forced an
entirely new and incongruous function onDavis’s figures. They were required to amuserather than to interpret. They were requiredto cease being comic in order to become
comical; to leave off being laughed with,and to content themselves with being either
sentimentally slobbered over or simply
laughed at.
There are ten long essays altogether,
and these, with the six-page note on
Steele Rudd, make a book of 186 pages
which have all, in one form or another,
been delivered as University lectures
under a Commonwealth Government
scheme for encouraging the study of
Australian literature. There are at least
three, and probably four, men in New
Zealand whom it would be nationally
stimulating to turn loose in our own
University with something like the same
job and the same general instructions.
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NEW ‘COOKERY No. 6. ae Aunt Daisy.Whitcombe and TombsL
AUNT DAISY’S oe her latest
opus contains over 1,400 new recipes
(the italics are hers) is slightly exagger-
ated. There are one or two duplications
(e.g., the cheese pudding recipes on pages
65 and 67) and some familiar formulae,but housewives will appreciate the large
number of new American recipes, most
of them within the limits of New Zea-
land rationing, and the Christmas sec-
tion should prove especially helpful.
With 376 pages of recipes and an eight-
page appendix of household hints, New
Cookery No. 6 is good value in any cur-
rency, hard or soft.
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INTRODUCINGMODEL 44A New ColumbusDesign

With this announcement, COLUMBUSMODEL 44 makesitsdebut
incorporating the advances in technicaldesignachievedduringthePasttwoyearsofCOLUMBUSlaboratoryresearch:It is a radiobuilttoexactingstandardsofworkmanship;itsreceptionperformance isconsiderably in excess of prevailing standards; anditsqualityof tonal reproduction ismuchabove thatofthe conven-tional radio. The nature of those improvements isdetailed in other;current announcements: Enquiryand inspectionwelcomed:
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED FOR TWELYE MONTHS
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NATION-WIDE SERVICE: Whangarei, Auckland, Hamilton, Paeroa, Rotordaa
Tauranga, Gisborne, Napier, Hastings, Dannevirke, Taihape; New Plymoutha
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