LETTERS

(Continued from Page 5)

STATEMENTS TO POLICE.
Sir,—1 listened with pleasure to the
NZBS play The Man Outside presented
from 4ZB on Sunday, January 11, until
the police inspector charged his pris-
oner with wilful murder and added the
following caution: “I must warn you that
anything you say will be taken down

and used in evidence against you.”
Now, Sir, this is such a frequent mis-
take, so often heard in plays and read
in books, that I think attention should
be drawn to it. As you probably know,
there is a set of Judge’s Rules govern-
ing the conduct of police officers. The
appropriate rule (No. 5) reads as fol-

lows:
“The caution to be administered to a
prisoner should . ... be in the following

words: ‘Do you wish to say anything in
answer to the charge? You are not
obliged to say anything unless you wish
to do so, but whatever you say will be
taken down in writing and may be used
| in evidence. Care should be taken to
avoid any suggestion that his answers
can only be used in evidence against
him, as this may prevent an innocent
T person making a statement which might
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HOWLER OR MISPRINT?
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