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Thirty Years After
By SUNDOWNER

HIGH IN A
VALLEY

you want peace on a high
level, go to Lees Valley in
mid-summer. You will have
some anxious moments getting
there if you meet others coming
out, but once you are through the
gorge you will find yourself on the floor
of a valley 1200 to 1500 feet above the
sea, with walls rising about 3000 feet

on one side and
5000 feet on the
other, For 12
miles one wav and

two to three the other thereis only
enough rise to keep the streams run-
ning. and the veround cover on all sides

is tussock mixed with Wild Irishman
and Spaniards. Every day when I was
there I saw dotterel, silver gulls, and
terns, as well as grey and paradise duck,
and I twice saw Canada geese. If I
sat down anywhere on the roadside a
ground lark would come within a few
yards, and skylarks provided the back-
ground music-heard only when we con-
centrated on it-that cicadas supply in
our North Island bush, Every night the
valley filled with fog, and every morn-
ing the mists dissolved in sun to reform
again at ten or twenty thousand feet
and hang for hours in modelled masses
on the horizon, I know nothing more
satigfying than the scent of matagouri,
tussock, and meadowsweet blending with
the smell of a saddled horse; but even
Maori onions have their moments when
you throw yourself down in an acre uf
them and there is no living thing near
you but droning flies and a high circling
hawk, All these joys I had every daytill I wondered what sickness I had con-.
tracted in the world outside that I could
not stay in the valley till I died. ButI had gone there for a special reason,
and my time was only partly my own,* Bg *

THIRTY
YEARS

| WAS there because a party of soldiersof the first world war had gone in
30 years earlier to build homes fit for
heroes to live in and a world fit for

heroes’ children. At one time or another
I had met most of them, and one or

two nac pecome
close friends. In 30
years I had visited
the vallev three orerr.ee eliecat

four times and I knew that if I not
return soon I would be too stiff in the
joints to mount their horses and ride
over their hills and too late in the day
to meet them untouched by time them-selves.
But time had moved faster than I
knew. Of the eight originals-"the old
contemptibles" George Bruce called
them-only two now remain, and neither

of them has been
wholly dependent for
survival on cattle or
sheep. If I gave serial
"numbers to the present
holdings and started at
‘one end of the valley,
'the record would run
| something like this,
Block 1: Taken in
1919 and still in the
same hands, One of the
safest runs in the valley
and one of the ablest
managers.
Block 2: The first
occupier walked off in
1935 after a heroic
struggle for 16 years,
Did much fencing and
tree planting, and suff-
ered much from ill-
health. The second occu-
pier still in possession,
Block 3; Taken up in
1919 and abandoned 15
years later, after con-
siderable expense in
fencing and the erection

of buildings. Held for 10 years by ‘the
second occupier, who also walked off.
Cold, high, dangerous country on which
a poor man has no chance, Now added
to Block 1. Home unoccupied.
Block 4: The original occupier went
out five years ago, Received some com-
pensation for buildings and fences, but
nothing (I was told) for the thousands
of trees he had planted and the atten-
tion he had given-them for nearly 25
years, Beautiful home abandoned,
Block 5: Occupied in 1917 by two
men in partnership, After five years
one bought the other’s share. After 20
years the whole property was sold to a
third man, who lasted only a few years
more, Block now shared by three ad-
joining settlers.
Block 6; Occupied in 1917. Original
selector still there and holding consid-
erable enlarged. A good block to begin
with, taken up by a man with other
resources.
Block 7: Occupied in 1917, Very
good block, Original occupier still
there, with another big block in addition,
Occupier has other sources of income,
Block 8: Occupied in 1917. In 1918
occupier lost over 1000 sheep in snow,
with 20 cattle and some horses. In
deep trouble for 15 years, but pulled
(continued on next page)

"Nothing more satisfying than the scent of matagouri,
tussock, and meadowsweet blending with the smell of

a saddled horse"
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IfYourradio isnot equipped with 4 modern Rola LoudSpeakerthen icisNOT giving Youche ucmost {rom recorded Or broadcase
programmes:OnlythemodernRolaincorporatesthe miraculousnew
magnet alloy called ANISOTROPIC ALNiCOI Before You crade-in
Youroldradiofora newonesee thac You hear3setequippedwich0"Bek" modernRola:

THESPEAKERRCLA THATATMaEYYMiacorporanac RAd|0Es
THE WORLDS FINESTKiaizo]LOud SPEAKERRxBTb0|0R4

CERTainBuy'Make 8ETiYouThe I8
CHOOSeThat With
YOU
EQUIPPEd

FEET HURT?
IT MAY BE WEAK ARCHES

ArthriticOr rheumatic-
likePain in thefeetOr
legs;tired,achingfeet;
callouses;sore heelsOr
excessive fatigue after

standing Or walking; often are traceableto weakorfallenarches. IfYouhaveanyofthesesymptomsdueto footarchweak-
ness, Dr. Scholl Arch Supportsand exercisewillgiveYou quickrelief. Theyarethin, light;, flex-
ible and adjust-able as the cone
dition improves:Are moulded to
che contourofYourfoot: Worn In any
Properly ficced shoe:
Expertlyfitted acallDr:Scholldealers:

ARCh
DxSchollsSupportsi
SchollMfz:Co:LedaeWillestonScreet:Wellingten:

GOTABOIL?
HERE'$ HOw TO GET RELIEF
Apply 4 ready:to-u80
ANTIPHLOGISTINE poultice come
fortably hot: Almost at once
you']l feel the moistheatg0 rightto work helping to relieve the
pain and soreness. You'II seehow it helpsbring the boil to 4head. The moist heat o�
ANTIPHLOGISTINE works for seve
eralhours bringingsoothingreliefaFeelsgood, doesgood.
GET 4 TIN FROM
YOURCHEMIST
ORSTORE.
ForBoils

Antiphlogistine
The Denver Chemical Mfg: Coa78 LiverpoolSt",Sydney,NSW:

Sometimes
(oh,notveryoften)theclock
getsslow,and Father
has to rregulate?it
Sometimes
(just occasionally ) Jack gets
'slow' with important duties and
then mother makes him regular
again with
Califig thegentle laxative
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