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musicians, educationists or engineers, all
have a pride in their profession. They
are research workers. They are crafts-
men before they are anything else. In
their BBC clothes they wear no labels.

Secondly, where broadcasting is in-
dependent and a public service it can
be used as a means of education in the
broadest sense, What does this mean?
It means to use the microphone to in-
form and interest listeners in all things
that matter. It means to inculcate citi-
zenship, to pay proper attention to
public affairs, to encourage tolerant dis-
cussion, and to seek to widen as far as
possible the range of debate over the
whole field of human interest. Civilisa-
tion is still a long way from that abso-
lute tolerance and liberty of expression
preached by John Stuart Mill (and the
problem is complicated by the fact that
there are those who would abuse it).
But broadcasting has to face the prob-
lem with courage and with judgment,
The climate of public opinion changes
with the years. It is possible to do in
broadcasting to-day things that were not
possible 10 or 15 years ago. ‘That is,
perhaps, one of the results of public
education.

Broadcasting has been educated too,
It has learned much about this part of
its job, if only by realising more and
more how much there is still to learn.
This is one of the most important fields
in which we have to expand and experi-
ment. By no means all the task is done,
of course, by controversy and discussion.
We have also made progress in other
directions. The daily report of Parlia-
ment, started two years ago, the special
broddcasts we have done from the
United Nations, the team sent out to
cover the transfer of power in India, the
features and documentaries on all man-
ner of current affairs, the rigid stand-
ards applied to news bulletins in all
BBC programmes, the major series of
talks? we have undertaken from time to
time such as the talks on atomic energy
——all these are means to the same end;
that an informed democracy shall func-
tion.

Raising Standards

Finally, within this sphers of broad-
casting and the community there is the
responsibility which a unified public ser-
vice has to raise standards. "Lhere are
many people who believe this task is
better done if it is not talked about. To
a great extent this is true. It should
certainly be avowed as little as pos-
sible in the actual process. No one
wishes to feel perpetually at school. But
on an occasion such as this, when one
is taking stock of British broadcasting
as a whole, it should be frankly stated
that to raise standards is one of the pur-
poses for which the BBC exists.

The work, however, will never be suc-
cessful unless it is done within the
broad contract that the listener must be
entertained. The BBC is a means of
entertainment, as well as of education
and information. It will rightly lose its
listeners if it disregards that part of its
triple function. It is not a function to

be lightly dismissed or despised. To be"

a source of gcompanionship, of recreation,
of good humour, of escape, and of fun
to millions of people is something of
which to be proud. We must strive to
do better in this field as eagerly as in
any other, Every listener is first of all
a human being with his requirements
and hjs rights. From the -BBC he is en-
titled to ask for the best in all kinds

of entertainment, whether it i3 high,
low or middle brow. The BBC is not
violating its part of the contract, if,
while giving him the best of what he
wants, it tries to lead him to want some-
thing better. Broadcasting should not
fear to assume leadership. But an essen-
tial part of leadership is not to get out
of touch,

While I have been talking mainly of
sound broadcasting, everything I have
said is true also of television. For tele-
vision is only a development of broad-
casting. It is bringing into play new
techniques; it is giving listeners a new
range of entertainment and experience;
it will eventually find its way into almost
every home in the land. Years ahead, it
will finally marry with sound broad-
casting. No one can yet say how. But
in whatever way it does develop it must
accept the same responsibilities and be
guided by the same sense of social pur-
pose,

Selective Listening

And so we come to broadcasting and
the individual. Here the public service
has an exactly opposite aim to the com-
mercial or the government service, It
does not want people to be listening ail
the time. Whether selective listening is
on the increase is difficult to say. Cer-
tainly all too many people still use the
wireless purely as a background noise.
From that point of view it is possible
that there is too much broadcasting;
not in the range of the service but in its
length. The fact that broadcasting goes
on for 16-and-a-half hours a day, the
profusion of material poured out, the
knowledge that one variety show will be
succeeded by another and that great
works are sure to be performed again
and again, the scarcity of intelligent
criticism—these things make many
people hold wireless cheap. They switch
it on and they keep it on, doing it a
favour if they give it half their atten-
tion. Yet if broadcasting is properly
used, there is hardly a man or woman
whose range it cannot widen and whose
experience it cannot enrich. Broadcast-
ing will accomplish its work only if it
can persuade more and more listenérs to
come to it with curiosity and with tol-
erance. Strange roads go down beyond
every man’s intellectual and  cultural
skyline, Some of them can lead to lands
of new enchantment.

Many of them should lead beyond the
wireless set. For broadcasting will not
be a social esset if it produces only a
nation of listeners. Whether broad-
casting is an art is a point for so-
phists, What is important is that
it is not an end in itself. Broad-
casting will bring about a musically-
minded nation only in so far as it gets
people to play and to fill the concert
halls. Its greatest contribution to cul-
ture would be to cause theatres and
opera houses to multiply throughout the
land. If it cannot give to literature more
readers than it withholds, it will have
failed in what should be its true pur-
pose. Tts aim must be to make people
active not passive, both in the fields of
recreation and of public affairs.

It will gain, rather than suffer, if it
can do any of these things. For broad-
casting will flourish best when the com-
munity flourishes Best, The wireless set
or the telgvision receiver are only sign-
posts on the way to a full life, That
must finally lie in a sense of beauty
and joy in all things, and in the experi-
ence of participating in lifs as a whole.
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