“HALF WAY TO PARADISE”
An Englishman Looks at N.Z.

§¢ EW ZEALAND is prob-
ably the best country
in the world in which to

live at ihe present time. It is a

beautiful country, there is plenty

of work for everybody, excellent
social services, a 40-hour week, good
wages, plenty to eat, goods of all de-
scripticns available-——and this leads one
to the view that you have everything
required for a healthy and happy life.

You are half way to Paradise, but most

of you don’t realise it.”

This 1s the impression of the Domin-
jon which an English visitor carries away
with him after a leisurely wvisit during
which he has travelled some 7,000 miles
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through New Zealand and talked with
educationalists, businessmen, farmers,
workers of all kinds, and students, He
is E. J. Studd, secretary of the Workers’
Tducational Association, West Midland
area, secretary of the University of Bir-
mingham Joint Committee for Tutorial
Classes, and holder of wvarious other
eppointments connected with education.
At present he is on nine months’ leave
of absence from the University—partly
on holiday, partly to study educational
bystems overseas,

The reason for his choosing New Zea-
fand to visit, Mr. Studd explained, was
that he had heard much of the country
from the vice-Chancellor of Birmingham
University, Dr. Raymond Priestley, with
whom Mr. Studd served on the Council
for Education in His Majesty’s Forces
during the war. Dr. Priestley was geo-
logist with Shackleton’s expedition to
the South Pole and also on Scott’s last
expedition, and had spent considerable
fime in New Zealand.

[NIR STUDD travelled here by way of

Canada and the United States, study-
ing adult education‘work in those coun-
tries, and at the conclusion of his New
Zealand tour he plans to go to Aus-
tratia. During his stay in this Dominion
Mr. Studd has visited the University
Colleges, grammar schools, technical
schools and primary schools gnd has dis-
cussed educational problems with lec-
turers and teachers. He would not, how-
ever, comment upon the system here, ex-
cept to say that it corresponded in many
respects with the English system they
hoped to develop under the Education
Act of 1944, )

Visits were paid by Mr. Studd te
Lincoln and Massey Colleges as well as
to many farms, and while he was

" pleased to see these colleges crowded

and with waeaiting lists of students—
signifying that there is still a keen in-
terest in farming among the younger
generation —— he felt that more man-
power was required for the full develop-
ment of farms already under cultiva-
tion, Young immigrants—returned sol-
diers and their wives—would be willing
to come from Britain to go on the land
if in addition to the jobs now offering
accommodation could be provided for
them, “I notice a considerable number
of new houses being built in the coun-
try and that efforts are being made to
meet the mneeds of 'your own people,
but a much more ambitious scheme of
housing is in my opinion  necessary if
an increase in the population of your
country is regarded as vital.”

One general impression Mr., Studd
gained, and it struck him as strange,
was the large number of New Zealand-
ers who “ran down” their own country.
He thought this was perhaps partly due
to their being very critical by nature
and wanting to see improvements made.

THE W.E.A. organisation here, Mr,

Studd pointed out, was more simi-
Jar to that of England than was the
case with Canada and the United States,
One important respect in which it dif~
fered, however, was that in England the
movement had always laid great stress
on the University tutorial classes, These
involved three winter sessions and sum-
mer schools of intensive study of a par-
ticular subject. New Zealand did not
have a counterpart of this. Anothe dif.

ference~—though Mr. Studd did not men. |

tion it directly as such—was that the
British W.E.A. had, a considerable num-
ber of famous people taking a direct
interest in the movement. The late Dr,
Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury, was
a president; Professor R. H. Tawney
and Professor C. E. M. Joad are but
two of many world-renowned University
figures who have assisted the W.E.A.
Tawney and Joad Mr. Studd has known
well for many years, and he says that
Joad attributes his ability . to give a
quick answer on the Brains Trust to the
menta] agility he obtained replying to
questions at W.E.A. lectures,

In New Zealand seeing people has
been perhaps more important for Mr.
Studd than seeing places, but in Aus-
tralia, which he visits in a day or two,
the position will be reversed, for more
than anything Mr. Studd wants to see
there the cricket pitches. This is under-
standable since he comes of a noted
cricketing family who produced C. T.
Studd, a member of the English XI cap-
tained by the Hon. Ivo Bligh which took
home the Ashes from Australia in 1883.
e —————————

NATIONAL FILM UNIT

WEEKLY REVIEW No, 333, issued by the
National Film Unit, which will be re-
leased throughout New Zealand on- January
16, contains the following items: “Prefatw for
Timber Workers,” showing how prefabricated
houses are transported from big factories to
timber workers’ locations, thus saving time
and labour; “Galloway Cattle Arrive’—pic-
tures of 2 breed of. cattle new to New Zea-
lznd; “Food for Finsbury,” showing how
Auckland staged a food drive for Britain; and
a racord of the visit of the Parliamentary Com-
mittee to the Waipoua Forest.
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Yes, Begg's offer
you guaranteed satis-
faction and prompt
service in repairs to

ALL makes of Radios.

right away.

Begg’s highly-qualificd radio technicians,
using the latest electronic equipment, assure
you of expert workmanship at low cost.
Begg’s collect and deliver promptly, give
free estimates, and unconditionally guar-
Full range of spare parts

antee all work.
canvied for ALL makes,

If your set ien’t per. -
forming satisfactorily, don't wait for serious
and expensive troubles to set in—ring BEGG’S

CHARLES BEGG & CO. LTD,,
Auckland, ~Wellington,  Christchurch,
Dunedin, Hamilton, Palmerston North,
Nelson, Timaru, Oamaru, Invercarglil.

What a pleastrre
to have

Automatic Electric

WATER HEATER

- off ., . Beautifully finished . .
-« . . Fits above or belew sink top . . . Can

There's no waiting for the METRO to
heat up. Turn the tap, ond out comes
piping hot woter—instantly!  Entirely
automatic . . , Controlied by thermastet
. . . Fills itself, heats itself, switches itself
. 3 sizes

plug inte existing heating point . . .
Enjoy the boon of ample hot water—with
a METRO. Send for Free Leafigt to—

METRO ELECTRIC & ENGINEERING Co. Ltd.

22 BLAIR STREET, WELLINGTON.

Phene 54-348.

-

Also manufacturers of Metro Household Cylinders ond Electric Coppers. -




