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Callouses

iRelieved!._ Removed!
Prevented!

iYou . Immediately forget
“you have callouses, burning
or tenderness on bottom,
of your feet, when you use
Dr. Scholl's Zino-pads,
.These cushioning, protect-
ive Fads instaotly relieve
painful pressure on the
sensitive spot: help pre-
vent callouses if u at
first sign of soreness, .
Separate Medications Inctuded for

Sutacrifie. At Dr. Scholt dealeny
and all chemists, «

D! Scholls

Zino-pads

- The Scholl Mig, Co. (N.Z.) Ltdy, Willeston St., Watn.

12

500

12 months over 500 BSA
Motor Cycles sold in MN.Z, Shipments
landing monthly, but all sold before
arrival—only way to secure a BSA Is
through our Reservation Deposit Scheme
and have one definitely reserved for you.

During past

Send £10 Re-
servation De-
posit to  our
address below
or place order
and pay deposit
to any BS.A.

Dealer. Full specifications, prices, terms,
of all B.S.A. models, with Reservation
Order Form, from local dealer or post free
from: ' :

N.Z, Distributors:

SKEATES & WHITE LTD.

48 FORT STREET, AUCKLAND.

BOOKS

Practical Government

THOUGHTS ON THE CONSTITUTION. By
the Rt, Hon. L. 5. Amery, Geoffrey Cum-
berlege: Oxford University Press.

HIS short book, four lectures

recently delivered in Oxford,

is a vigorous treatise on prac-
tical government. Mr. Amery's
own life-long knowledge of the
British political system, added to
a rich awareness of the moral back-
ground of politics, equip him to deal
with constitutional problems with a
realism and a frank facing up to the
need for change which in no way con-
tradict his devotion to tradition. Per-
haps the firmest tradition we have is
that the constitution is not a master
but a servant; it is something flexible
and living, not a constricting mould
which must be either accepted or
broken.

A great change has come over the
British Parliament since the 19th Cen-
tury. Then, every measure could be de-
bated at full length; the nation too could
concentrate on a few large themes of
political difference and give them ade-
quate attention. The grand difficulty in
modern parliaments is the volume of
necessary legislation. “The ‘best club in
London’ has become an overworked legis-
lation factory.” While Mr. Amery's first
lecture brilliantly summarises the spirit
of the constitution (“The combination of
responsible leadership by government
with responsible criticism in Parlia-
ment”), his second is entitled “How to
Preserve Parliamentary Government,”
and is preoccupied_ with the shifting
elsewhere of some of the dead weight of
hard work from the shoulders of over-
driven members, labouring like oxen
in the yoke of the party machine., He
suggests that the House of Lords, which
conserves a valuable independence,
would benefit by the gradual change to
life peerages and play a stronger role.
A third chamber, “A House of Indus-
try,” might, in a partly advisory and
always subordinate capacity, share some
of the burderns of the House of Com-
mons.

The third lecture, “The Machinery
of Government,” has a valuable analysis

of how the British Cabinet actually"

functions. In sketching its development
he cites instances where the 19th Cen-
tury informality of procedure, discus-
sions without minutes being taken and
cnly the vaguest of resolutions, on oc-
casion produced the ludicrous result of
two Ministers leaving the Cabinet room
with diametrically opposed notions of
what had been decided and thereafter
pursuing opposite- policies in their own
departments. Cabinet proceedings were
given a greater formality by that bril-
liant innovator, Lloyd George, who, in
establishing the first War Cabinet in
1916, imitated the businesslike methods
of the Committee of Imperial Defence.
Mr. Amery feels that the greatest weak-
ness of ordinary Cabinet government
under modern conditions is the pressure
of business on Ministers: they are
obliged to live from hand to mouth, too
busy with routine administration to have
time to shape the broad development of
policy. He suggests a Super-Cabinet of
about six, with no departmental duties,
bringing into their discussions, when-
ever needed, the Ministers holding the
appropriate portfolios, and also meeting
separately to work out future policy.

The last lecture, the “Evolution of the
British Commonwealth,” will have the
strongest interest for New Zealand read-
ers. There is that interesting small side-
light on Ward-Massey relations. The
Imperial War Cabinet was an “outstand-
ing success” and “was bound together
by a common sense of responsibility for
a common cause even if it was not, in
the narrower sense, collectively respons-
ible to a single Parliament,” being, as
Sir Robert Borden called it, “ a Cabinet
of Governments rather than of Minis-
ters.”” With a good deal of astuteness Mr.
Amery points out how, after the 1914-18
war, the League of Nations drew some-
thing of a red herring across the path
of the fruitful development of Com-
monwealth relations: it afforded the Do-
minions the opportunily “to assert their
individual international status without,
in fact, incurring any serious individl}al
responsibilities. For, to speak quite
frankly, nobody in their heart of heart‘s
took the League obligations teoo seri-
cusly.” Some would recoil from this last
judgment and regret Mr. Amery’s cyfni-
cal view of the League, a point of view
it is easier to hold to-day than was per-
haps possible even 10 years ago.

Mr. Amery, who has been constantly
associated with Imperial politics from
the days of Milner and who in 1924
tounded the Dominions Office as a dis-
tinct department, speaks with unrivalied
authority on Commonwealth relations.
He thinks highly of the beneficent effects
of the Ottawa agreements. Perhaps he
is a little inclined to find the bonds of
unity between Britain and the Do-
minions stronger than we always feel
them to be at the perimeter. The unity
which meets such an emergency as a
war so effectively may hide a quite
astonishing degree of incompatibility "of
temperament which cannot be pushe.d
eside as “the survival of an older anti-
Downing Street complex.” These lec-
tures were delivered before the New
Deal in India. The admission to full Do-
minion status of Ceylon, Burma, the two
Indias, and who knows what other areas
in the future, will undoubtedly work
profound changes in the scope and char-
acter of Commonwealth unity, perhaps,
one may conjecture, giving a greater
material strength while weakening the
older spiritual identity.

This book is strikingly free from a
party point of view. Mr. Amery'perhapa
leans a little towards the political out-
look of his opponents, in that he fully
accepts the need for governments to-
day to regulate larger and larger areas
of what in the 19th Century was sgxll
“private . life.” (True, he does talk 'w1.th
a certain indulgence of some Socialist
“vagaries” now “toned down” by the
“full responsibility of office.””) Few men
in modern political life have such a right
as Mr. Amery to bear the too-lightly
bestowed title of statesman. The large
view looking back to remote principles
and the firm grasp of the actual political
and administrative situation give his
opinions unique value. This book wi]l'
remain important for many years as a~
realistic statement of how British gov-
ernment works and of the great tradi-
tions which mould the present and make
of its confusion a coherent form, His
keen concern to make British govern-
ment work better still is prompted by

(continued on next page)
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