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to Rossini’s “Barber of Seville” is the
fact that each occupies a nostalgic place
in an ex-serviceman’s reminiscences of
places and people which must be known
also to hundreds of other returned men,
I must thank the compére of this ses-
sion for introducing me to one piece of
wry humour which I hadn’t heard before
—Alec Templeton’s parody of a Metro-
politan Opera broadcast, complete with
intellectual commentator, overture, tenor
and sopranc arias, in a “potted opera”
entitled South of the Border, ‘The libretto
and music of this masterpiece are more
cohesive and logical than many genuine
operas we have heard, in compressed
versions.

Children’s Taste

FTER hearing comments called for
from the children at the conclusion
of a BBC programme, “The Story of
the Conjurer's Rabbit,” recently broad-
cast during 3YA’s Children’s Hour, I
hoped to get some sort of a clue from

N Qut-of-School Broadcasts

THE special half-hour daily  pro-
i* grammes for children arranged by
the Broadcasts to Schools Department
of the NZBS because of the outbreak
of infantile paralysis will be continued
until Tuesday, December 23.

the scheduled A.C.E. talk =ome days
later on “Children’s Taste in Books,
Radio and Films.” But interesting and
instructive as this talk was, with its
very practical suggestions for censorship,
I am still at a loss to understand a
child’s reaction to “The Conjurer’s Rab-
bit.” Like the great majority of so-called
children’s film cartoons, this story showed
every indication of being written with
an eye to the tastes of grown-up chil-
dren as well. It was sophisticated with
a cynical eye to character and situation
(the real “magic rabbit” is ousted from
his ‘position by the glamorous and blasé
little white rabbit who fakes her magic);
and it had a strong “love interest” skil-
fully moulded at the conclusion to suit
children of all ages. I am fully pre-
pared to believe that this is what all
but the very youngest prefer, and that
they are bored to tears by the inane
activities of Golliwog and Dutch Doll
or Teddy Bear—activities which seem to
have very little relation with what they
must already know of life and charac-
ter. And as the A.C.E. talk pointed out,
a glance at the most popular children's
books of a generation or so ago show
such different tastes that it is small
wonder parents are at a loss to under-
stand those of the present generation.

Compare and Contrast

“PROVOCATIVE programme” in

intention and execution was 3YA's
Hands Off the Masters, demonstrating
the origin of some popular tunes of the
day and contrasting new arrangements
with original settings. At the risk of in-
curring the wrath of many contrary-
minded listeners, I am provoked to re-
mark that the masters have little to fear

ON SHORTWAVE

Canadian Christmas
Programme

HE Canadian Broadcasting Corpora-

tion has arranged special programmes
for this Sunday, December 21—the last
of their shortwave broadcasts before
Christmas. The two transmitters CHOL
(11.72 mc/s., 25.60 metres) and CHLS
(9.61, 31.22) are being received at very
good strength and good strength respec-
tively throughout the time of transmis-
sion (8.45 p.m-10.30 p.m.).

At 8.45 p.m. the programme opens
with “Listeners’ Christmas Programme,”
followed by the News at 9.0 p.m. At
9.15 p.m. the Christmas Edition of
Canadian  Chronicle is broadcast.
Christmas Cardls by the Winnipeg Boys’
Choir are scheduled for 9.30 p.m., fol-
lowed at 10.0 p.m. by a half-hour play
entitled “Santa Had a Black, Black
Beard.”

at the hands of these Tin Pan Alley
song-merchants. This programme was
skilfully designed to bring out the dif-
ferences between the original, as planned
by Grieg, for instance, and the popular
as rendered by Benny Goodman, rather
than the obvious but superficial similari-
ties. Like the Englishman who can talk
French and make it sound to the casual
ear ag if he is still talking English,
Benny Goodman can play Grieg or
Chopin or Tchaikovski and still make
it sound exactly like Benny Goodman
playing anything else. It is a process of
standardization, and nobody suffers for
it but the wunwilling listener—least of
all the masters. And having committed
myself thus far, I am further provoked
to brave unjustified charges of highbrow-
ism with the comment that it is the
light popular classics rather than the
great masterpieces of music that lend
themselves to be tampered with in this
way. If Liszt’s Liebestraum No. 3 can
survive the onslaught of half-a-dozen
swing versions, so much the better for
Liszt; if not—dare I say it?—the world
is no great loser.

Early Otago

FIND each of Dr. McLintock’s broad-

casts on Otago history of greater
interest than the last. The name of
Tuckett, for instance, woke no echoing
chord in me—but he was the man who
actually selected the land which was to
house the Scottish settlement, As Dr.
McLintock presented him, Tuckett was
a firm-willed man who took dictation
from nobody, and he chose Otago in pre-

ference to tracts of land lying to north

or south of it, not because ha had been
ordered to do so by superior agents
thousands of miles away, but deliber-
ately, because it was the land which
best suited his purpose. Land was
wanted for settlers with only medium
means, land suitable for dividing up into
small holdings, agricultural and pastoral.
When at last Tuckett literally hacked
his way over Mt. Cargill to the beauty
of Otago Harbour, he chose it as the
centre of the settlement, we were told,
with due regard for its glorious climate!
(This, I think, is sufficient to substanti-
ate the statement of the Dunedin' man
in Challenge of the Citiex who aston-
ished even the folks of his own city
by saying that he has never worn an
overcoat!) Dr. McLintock presented
Tuckett’s choice as though he thought
some listeners might be inclined to dis-
pute it.
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MODEL 648 This five-valve, dual-wave
receiver has an unusual range, wonderful
sensitivity and superb tone. Available in
walnut, ivory and marble green.
MODEL 540 A five-valve set with a
five inch speaker—yet it's only 94" wide.
Available in five colours,

S PHILIPS

A Philips Radio will be a gift to
make a memorable Christmas—a

ift to enjoy all through the year.
glot only will it bring pleasure next
year, but the following year and for
years after. It’s more than a Christs
mas gift—it’s the gift of tomorrow’s
pleasure.
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PRICES
48
from £26-5-0

40
from £17-8.3 -

SPREAD GOOD CHEER
by GIVING POPULAR MUSIC THIS XMAS!

REMEMBER: Your money goes furthest at the -
MUSIC SELLERS, where you buy at PRE-WAR PRICES

JUST PUBLISHED—

The Song you've been waiting for—

2/6

ob
ALBERT'S HILL-

28/-

WORTH of
music for 2/6

“MOTHER, PAL and SWEETHEART""

tainable in .
BILLY ALBUM No. 3°

This NEW HILL-BILLY ALBUM No. 3 also contoinsi— .
“My Heart is Where the Mohawk Flows To-night,” =
“Yellow Rose of Texas,” “Gimme Crack Corn (Blue Tail .
Fiy),” “Twenty-one Years,” “‘Cali of the Conyon,’”” “‘Sioux -,
City Sue,”” “Riding the Range in the Sky,” and S1X :
OTHER POULAR HILL-BILLY SONGS, ¢

Full Words ond .

Music, Ukulele, Guitar and_Piano- Accordion Chords. .

The IDEAL Present for the Wee Boy or

Girl

NINE Delightful and Fascinating Nursery Rhymes,

Just what you want for the Children!

Each Song is so simpiqurrainged that a Baby could
pla

y i
1/3 PRICE (N.Z)) 1/3

1/3

Every Page is beautifully illustrated (some coloured and
others Black and White—to be ccloured by the oer"ter)J.

2/6

A Nursery-Rhyme Music Book end Colour Book

BOTH THE ABOVE BOOKS ARE OBTAINABLE AT

ALL MUSIC SELLERS = ALL MUSIC SELLERS

3. ALBERT & SON PTY, LTD., 2.4 Willis Street, Wellington,




