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‘GOOD LISTENING FOR SCHOOLCHILDREN

Programmes for 1948 Educational Broadcasts

HEN the Broadcasts to

Schools Department of the

NZBS prepares its material
for the year, it tells its script-
writers what is required and they
compose the broadcasts which are
to be in dramstic or narrative form.
And, having no repertory company of
its own, it goes to the Productions
Studios of the NZBS.for actors who can
speak to children of all ages without
talking down to them. These people,
through experience in broadcasting and
on the stage, can bring the historic dead
to life, be grave or gay, entertaining or
instructive, and they work under the
direction of the Supervisor of Produc-
tions, Bernard Beeby.

Most of the script-writers are them-
selves teachers who do their work after
consultation with teachers’ committees.
For a guide as to the success or other-
wise of any production, a certain num-
ber of schools in each education dis-
trict give comments and criticisms, and
their findings, according to the Super-
visor of School Broadcasts (Jean
Combs) are of considerable assistance.

Noises On and Off

The schools broadcasting schedule for
the year makes many demands. It may
require a hippopotamus to plunge noisily
into a pool, a kettle to sing a song, an
Elizabethan gentleman to speak in the

robust accents of his time, or a Devon-
shire gaffer to enunciate his “Thank ’ee,
zur.” The infants may want a chicken
1o cheep his comments as he breaks out
of the egg; the seniors a Fiji Islander
or an Eskimo in his igloo; Ferdinand
the Bull, or a train pufling out his views
on life to a dignified ocean liner,

And so it goes on, from straight-for-
ward narration to impersonation; from
shouting in a crowd scene to making the
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Criticism has been helpful
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“There is little ground for trust at
this stage because parents and teachers
were indoctrinated with Nazism for so
long. But with the interchange of
ideas between nations, as I have men-
tioned before, Germany will see the
absurdity of her position.”

“One more question. Does Dr, Kurt
Schumacher, leader of the Social
Democratic Party, represent democracy
in a limited way—democracy in a sort
of iron lung?”

“Dr. Schumacher is not as powerful
as Britain would like him to be.”

Intellectually Isolated

Speaking generally on what was
hoped from the work of UNESCO, Mr.
Tombs said there was a strong case for
the appointment of an international
educational commission to examine the
fundamental problems of the German
education .system and to advise the
Occupying Powers on the adoption of
a common policy. Such a commission
should be composed of leading Euro-
pean and American experts, and might
with advantage work in collaboration
with UNESCO. It was beyond question
that one of Germany’s most urgent
needs was to be freed from her intellec-
tual isolation,

If UNESCO f{fulfilled its founders’
intentions, it should be suited to the
job, but at present it was excluded from
action in Germany. ‘The situation
would be changed when a peace treaty
was concluded, and it should not be
necessary to wait till Germany could
be admitted as a member of the United
Nations for UNESCO to interest itself

in the educational problems of Germany
—not to exercise control, but to give
advice and to help in breaking down the
barriers - between the German universi-
ties and the outside world.

Scientific Research

Mr. Tombs, who is a council member
of the Association of University
Teachers in Britain, is interested in the
formation of a New Zealand National
Group of the Association which, it is
anticipated, will come into existence
early in the New Year.

Apart from his work as lecturer in
telecommunications at Imperial College,
he is concerned in a research contract
which has been signed between the
Ministry of Supply and the Electrical
Department of the College (of which
the new head is Professor Willis Jack-
son). This contract is dealing with the
application of electrical methods " of
measurement to problems of jet aero-
engines. It involves the special appli-
cation of a more general principle that
Mr. Tombs is developing in the field of
measurement—a  principle which has
application in medicine, aeronautics and
thermodynamics as well as mechanics.

Shortly before leaving England, as a
member of the Bach Choir, Mr. Tombs
took part in the recording of the St
Matthew Passion. The thoir was under
the conductorship of Dr. Reginald
Jacques, and was assisted by the Lon-
don Symphony Orchestra. The per-
formances pf the Choir over the last few
years, he said, had become one of the
features of the London musical season
in the Albert Hall,
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noise of an earth-worm as he deposits
his cast. Much versatility is needed in
a country where the school broadcasts
scheme is only five years old, compared
with the BBC’s 20 or so. There is no
toom for “temperament” among these
actors, any of whom may be a big noise
in one programme and just a voice off
in the next,

Development of Music

The programme for 1948 will start
on March 8, with musical appreciation
by Ernest Jenner, of Christchurch, who
has conducted these sessions for the last
two years. His illustrated talks which
will take in the development of music
from the first sound-making to the work
of modern orchestras, will be broadcast
on Mondays and Fridays from 1.30 p.m.
to 145 p.m., and, as an adjunct to it, a
bulletin will be issued to post-primary
schools in February.

The literature broadcasts will be given
every Tuesday from 1.30 pm. to 145
p.m. They have been written by Joan
Taylor, of Wellington, for the benefit
of Forms I and II, and will give, in
dramatized stvle, extracts from the books
of authors—from Chaucer to the present
day. This series will run throughout
the year, and the NZBS will issue a
booklet for pupils, with explanatory
notes, on the lives of the writers, to-
gether with lists of books for suggested
“follow-up” reading.

Dominion History

A history of New Zealand, beginning
with life before the advent of man, and
describing the land, and the animal and
vegetable kingdoms, will be part of the
1948 programmes. These broadcasts
have been arranged by Tom Tyndall,
of Wellington, in consultation with Pro-
fessor C. A. Cotton (of Victoria Uni-
versity College), a world authority on
geomorphology. Dr. R. A. Falla, of
Christchurch, will deal with animal life
and he will be followed by Roger Duff,
also of Christchurch, whose subject will
be the coming of man, the arrival of the
moa-hunters, the great migration, and
the Morioris of the Chatham Islands.
The settlement of Canterbury will be
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Dramatized literature in the third term
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Voyaging on Fridays

described by C. R. Straubel, of Well-
ingtqn. A description of conditions in
present-day New Zealand will end this
series, which will be broadcast every
Tuesday from 1.45 p.m. to 2.0 p.m,

Wednesday will be infants’ and
juniors’ day. From 1.30 to 140 p.m.
Jean Hay, W. Trussell and Keith New-
son (all of Christchurch) will present
Rhythm for Juniors, followed by stories
in narrative or dramatic form. On
Thursdays from 1.30 p.m. to 2.0 p.m.
singing lessons will be given, with the
studio class conducted by T. J. Young,
of Wellington,

On Fridays, during the first term, a
description of a journey from London
to New Zealand by sea under modern

«conditions will be broadcast for Stan-

dards III and 1V, from 1.45;p.m. to 2.0
p.m. The dramatization is by Celia Man~
son, of Nelson. In the second term a
nature study series, by John Glen, of
Christchurch, will be heard from 145
pm, to 2.0 p.m.,, and in the third term
literature session called Do You
Know? with the query prefacipg drama. =
tized stories about writers and their
books, will be presented between 1.45
pm. and 2.0 p.m, by Patricia Hattaway
snd Patricia Dennehy, of Wellington,
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