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Fifty per cent. of spastic children
(who would otherwise reath adulthood
as useless members of the community)
can become self-supporting if they are
given a chance. All of them can be im-
proved with treatment and training. This
has been proved in the United States
where there are several modern clinics.
Unfortunately such clinics are provided
only for wealthy people who can pay the
fees, and children whose parents are
even moderately well off are not given
a chance. Existing hospitals and schools
in Australia cannot meet the special
needs of the spastic child.
From Humble Beginnings
That is why the Spastic Centre at
Mosman came into existence. Its found-
ers are Mr. and Mrs. Neil McLeod, for-
merly of Western Australia. Their ownlittle daughter was once a helpless spas-tic. Her parents originally intended to
take her to the United States for treat-
ment, but during the «war that was im-
possible. While they were staying in
Sydney, the McLeods met other parents
of spastic children, chiefly through the
Crippled Children’s Association. A Spas-
tic Parents’ Group was formed and thefoundations were laid for the present
organisation.
The Mosman Spastic Centre was
opened in January, 1945, with 16 pupils.Its assets were a house on a half-acre
section, a small amount of equipment
and £34. From this very humble be-
ginning the Centre has been developedinto an institution where 80 children are |’

given full-time academic education and
special treatment on a free non-residen-
tary basis. A Medical Director comes
daily to supervise the treatment of eachchild in co-operation with the ortho-
paedic surgeon of the parents’ choice.
Every day each child receives treatment
from the’ staff of occupational and
physio-therapists. For this highly special-
ised work, a beautiful modern treatment
block was recently opened. Eighteen
months ago the Centre had no funds
or materials to build the block which
was urgently needed to cope with in-
creasing numbers of pupils.. An appealfor funds and building materials brought
a magnificent response. The fathers set
to work during the week-ends on con-
struction. To their aid came a voluntary
band of helpers-bricklayers, plasterers, |

plumbers, carpenters, labourers, clerks,
electricians and handymen. All cheer-
fully gave a helping hand with one pur-
pose in mind — a better deal for the
spastic child.
Special Equipment

The schoolrooms are staffed by the
Education Department. Here again
special equipment is needed to assist the
children. Some of them cannot hold a
pencil. They learn to type instead,
steadying their arms against the edge of
the desk. Two typewriters are already
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Twenty-fifth ANNIVERSARY
Te be celebrated early in February-All ex-pupils and teachers are invited toforward their names and addresses and
years of attendance. Circulars will be sentto those address?s forwarded.
R.K CAMERON,Hon. Sec.,

Te Karaka DHS Old Students Assoc:,
Te Karaka, Gisborne.

TOOTALFABRICS
Nice toplay tennie In
the briefestofoutfits: Nicer
still to have amatching
wrap-aroundoverskirt toput one
whenYou leave theco4rt!

Whatbetterchoicefor tennis togs than one of
the Tootal fabrics;noted for theirgoodbehaviourin wash and wear ? You11 find them perfectforall casual washables because thepretty colours and
well-designedprintsare everybit as trustworthy
a8 plain white: You see; they're Tootal guaranteed:

GhoBard Tootale60BegisteredTradeMark TOOTALFABRICS

AMAZING BOOK VALUE! BOOK SUBSCRIPTIONSTHE IDEAL GIFT!
World Books" is a book club which publishes de luxeBELG Te editionsof best-sellers for only 5/6 each, irrespective of

TYREE KEMOIRS the normal selling prices of the books. which usuallyNa OR range from 12/6 to 21/.TcTR Bnmka MUTAELIR Membership ig availableby subscriptionwhich coversallcosts: Join now and build a library of your own offavourite books
VAXSNAAN RaskKT fSEENCSR THESE BOOKS TO BE RELEASED8kS{it Saa8 CAPSN OCT:: "TWO-IN-ONE by John Steinbeck: Two out-Knk standingnovels by the author of TheGrapesof Wrath

SLARD NOv:: "CHARLES DICKENS92 by Dame Una Pope-Hennessy The first life of Dickens since the
publication of the "'Nonesuch Letters;

DEC: "THE PURSUITOF LOVE byNancy Mitford_Jo JAN: "THE ROBE by Lloyd C Douglas.8x FEB "YES FAREWELL; by Michael Burn:
MAR:: "THAT LADY;" by Kate 0'Brien:

IOH BOOKS SUBSCRIPTION RATES:
6 months, 36/ 12months, 72/
MAIL NOW

J J. LUCASMAGAZINE& BOOK AGENCIES,ONLY 5/6 EACH THESE Dept.3, 138QueenStreet, Auckland.
SPLENDID BEST SELLERS Pleaseenrolme48amember to "WorldBook" Seriesfor_ months_

Here8 the new idea in book buying: Now you canhave thesesplendidbestsellersdeliveredmonthlyright enclose 8to your own home. Join "World Books and build upyour own library of books of permanent interest: NAME
Subscription Rates: 0 mths.. 36/-; 12 mths, 72/-
(Postage and packing included) ADDRESS

(Kindly add exchange to country cheques) i5/12/47


