Good, pre-
war furn-
fture is
rightly val-
ued these
days. Give ’
it the protection it deserves.

Justalittle touch of LIQUID VENEER
is most effective for cleaning, beautify-
ing and preserving highly-finished sur-
faces. Gives a marvellous gloss you’ll
be proud of. Use LIQUID VENEER
for satisfaction, it is most economical,
Use it on your car, too, Obtainable at
all good-class hardware stores.

AL\
N ENEER

PRICES: 4oz, 1/9; 120z, 8/-

NEW ZEALAND DISTRIBUTORS:
FASSETT & JOHNSON LTD.
Levy Building, Manners St., Wellington.
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YESTERDAY-TODAY-TOMORROW

you have just bought
something) to direct
1| you to another shop

PLAH NOW

YEAR ROUN
GIFTS

THIS CHRISTMAS

Choose from this lis

will be sent free befores Xmas to
notify each tecipient and convey
yoar compliments.
" SPECIFY “GIFT SUBSCRIPTION”
WHEN ORDERING.
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ervE a4 WELCOME

MAGAZINE
SUBSCRIPTION!

Express your personality with a subscription to
the magazines you know they would prefer,
They will be delivered direct from the pub-
lishers right throu;’h the yeut.

Gordon & Goteh (A‘sia) Ltd_

referred, write to
or a free catalogue

Ausiratian Motor wid Lite ....... 10/
Manual ........ Motor ........ £2/0/8
Australian Journal GIG Movor Cycle £1/10/-
True Confessions 12/- Strand Magazine 15/
Argosy Magazine 17/~ Vogue ......, £2/102«
Bey’s Own Paper 12/- Wide World
Britannia and Magagine ..... 15/-
Eve .,...... £1/3/3 Woman’s
Geographic Journal .., £1/6/3
Magazine ,,. £1/2/6 Woodworker .... 16/6
Girls’ Own Paper 12/- World Digest .... 12/6
Homes and Yachting -
Gardens .... £1/1/- Monthlv ... £1/11/3
Cheery 70 ARRANGE

Greehng lard g 5 vooR GIFTSY
& SUBSCRIPTION.#

PLACE YOUR ORDER WITH
YOUR NEWS AGENT OR
BOOKSELLER.

If any difficulty, apply to
GORDON & GOTCH (A’'sa)
Lid., Anckland, Weilington,
Christchurch _ ot = Dulcding,

New York on 16 Dollars

SECOND DAY

OME of the elevator atten-
dants in Macy’s are Negroes,
dressed in sky-blue livery.

They chant a sing-song of the
names of departments as they go,
and do it with touching dignity.
In Gimbel’s over the road there are
women in cyclamen-coloured uniforms.
Above the head of one of them I read
a little framed sign: “The attendant on
duty in this elevator, Miss F. Edelman,
has pledged herself to courtesy and
service.”

One thing you don’t do in Macy’s is
ask the clerk for something *“cheaper.”
From the pain I saw in one or two
faces when I did thig I concluded that
the word means “shoddier.” Standards
of comparison don't go downwards, any-
way, they go wup. Macy’s printed
guide (“Where to find it”) lists two fur

departments: “Furs, better,” and “Furs,
less expensive.” Clearly there is
nothing inferior about the latter;

(indeed, there is a suggestion of virtue,
further borne out by the motto “It's
smart to be thrifty at Macy’s”). It's
only that there is something superior
about the former.

Another thing that is not done is to
ask a salesclerk (even if

which you want to visit.
All the other shops are
competitors to Macy’s,
and are unmentionable.
The clerks are fiercely
loyal in this matter. On
the way out I asked a
sour lady- at the Infor-
mation Desk where I
could find a public
’phone without having
to climb back to Macy's
Balcony and Post Office.
“Why don't you go to
the five-and-ten over the

} The second of two articles
written by a former member
of “The Listener” staff, who
recently travelled to London

“CRUDE makeshifts in New Zealand hotels and

chill. Some diabolical scientist hag

evidently discovered the perfect tem-

perature-ratio that makes ths change

comfortable though considerable, Again,

to describe the food that is to be had

there is more than can be borne on

board this ship, and such standards

of luxury in any case are better forgot~
ten than sighed for in these times,
because they involve waste. I do like,
however, to recall ‘how my New Zea-
lander’s eye was caught by the fact
that the right kind of light bulbs were
available for the imitation candles and
special lights by which the place was
illuminated, and the plates and cups
and dishes were of the same set at all
the tables. I was startled to find how
impressive this seemed, which after all
was nothing but a piece of normality,
and not luxury. It has been customary
for so long in New Zealand to find your-
self surrounded with crude make-
shifts in hotels and eating-houses and

L

eating-houses”

rcad?” she asked, sweep-
ing a lock of hair from her forehead
with a tired wave of the hand.
I went to the door and saw that there
was a huge Woolworths on. the opposite
corner. But I ‘doubt if the name is
ever wh;spered in Macy s,
%

IN Woolworths I bought crisp airmail

paper and pleased a salesclerk by
offering to change a five-dollar bill
someone else had tendered. There was
enough goodwill engendered by ‘this
helpfulness of mine to start a friendly

conversation. So far I had been eyed
and answered evasively everywhere,
except by the mnews stand man.

“You're not Americans, are you?” she
said. “No,” T said, “and everyone spots
us.” “It’s the way you say Spahrts,”
she said. “You say spaats. We say
apahrts.” 2
* ® * .

HE “Town and Country,” a smart

restaurant on Park Avenue, where
we were taken for lunch by an Ameri-
can woman, is air-conditioned. You
step in from a hot street to sweet
coolth; it is magical, and breath-bereav-
ing. You feel no draught, no initial

all the semi-public places where the
equipment and décor would be ordered
in bulk and maintained as it was first
conceived if only the stuff could be got,
that I think something has been lost—
a feeling of stability and security, I sup-~
pose. Makeshift, when it becomes a
habit, can be vicious and demoralising,
more especially if there is an aesthetic
factor involved. Certainly it has its
virtues, and if New Zealanders have a
common genius it is for gmaking shift
brilliantly, yet I wonder what effect
habitual makeshift has upon aesthetio.
habits when it pervades life as much
as it does in New Zealand to-day.
* * " .
UR second, and last, day in New
York ended (quite rightly, ag I
thought) like something in the pictures
~-with a desperate, frantic attempt to
get back to the boat in time. 1 can
easily believe that of three cars in New
York’s thoroughfares, two are taxis.
But try and get one of those taxis on
Fifth Avenue up in the Forties after
four o’clock on a Friday afternoon
when it happens to be the Jewish New
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