FORM IN MUSIC

'I'HE twelfth of a series of brief articles by BESSIE POLLARD, Mus.

These articles are closely related to a series

of programmes on the same topic now being heard from 2YC on Friday

evenings. Fach of our articles is illustrated by a few bars of the music
under discussion,

Bac., on “Form in Music.”

12. The Concerto

HE language of music
abounds with  conflicting
terms, sO we are not surprised
to find that the early concept of
the Concerto was in some ways
far removed from its modern
‘ . R
- prototype, which is an extended work

far solo instrument and orchestra in
sonata-form, !
“Concerto” is an Italian word mean-
ing a consortment of musicians per-
forming together. The earliest examples
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(sons of the great *“J].S.") were import-
ant links in the evolutionary chain lead-
ing to the. institution of the ‘“classical”
instrumental Concerto by Mozart and
Beethoven, whose works in this' form
took over the basic essentials of the
Sonata, with some limitations. The
Minuet-Scherzo movement was usually
omitted, leaving three—(1) In “first-
movement” form; (2) a slow movement;
(3) usuaily a Rondo.

A prominent characteristic of the
Concerto is the “Cadenzs,” originated
by Handel in his Organ Concertos.
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were late 16th Century sacred compo-
sitions for choir and organ called “Con-
certi Ecclesiastici.” Almost a century
later, Bach called some of his Cantatas®
“Concertos.” .

You will remember the 17th Century
“Sonata da Camera” (the “Chamber

Somata” with dance tune movements)
and the “Sonata da Chiesa” (the
“Church Sonata” whose movements

werg of a more recondite type). There
were “Chamber Concertos,” too, built
on similar lines, only using more per-
formers, and ‘“Church Concertos” as
well,

The 17th-18th Century form, the
“Concerto grosso” was an instrumental
work in which a little band of solo per-
formers upon various instruments
appeared in conjunction with the full
orchestra of the day. The parts written
for the full body of instrumentalists
were known as the “Ripienc,” while
those for the solo groups were called
“Concertine” (also “Concertato” or
'(“Concertaﬂto{’). Later, the Ripieno)
came to be known as the “Tutti” and the
Concertino as tha “Solo.” Bach’s
Brandenburg Concertos are excellent
specimens of the Concerto grosso type.

A 17th Century virtuoso violinist,
Antonio Vivaldi, composed many fine
violin Concertos, some of which Bach
re-wrote for harpsichord and orchestra
~~these being the first keyboard Concer-
toes. Bach also composed an original
Concerto for two harpsichords and
orchestra. Handel’s organ Concertos
‘closely follow the. Suite with their
dance-form movements. Cal Philip
Emanuel, and Johann Christian Bach

This Cadenza is a sparkling extremely
technical portion of the work, where
the soloist, unaccompanied by the
orchestra, displays his brilliance. Until
Beethoven incorporated the Cadenza as
a component part of the work in his
“Emperor” Concerto this passage was
improvised by the soloist—post-Beet-
hoven composers usually provided =
Cadenza written out in full,

Weber, Mendelssohn, Schumann and
Liszt wrote compositions for solo instru-
ment and orchestra, not entirely con-
ventional Concertos, thus originating a
tentative art-form. More recently, the
following composers experimented with,
and established this newer design—
Lalo, Franck, Fauré, Poulenc and Rach-
maninov.

THE CONCERTO—the 12th of the
sories, FORM IN MUSIC—will be
heard from Station 2YC at 9.30 p.an, on
Friday, November 21.

Cherries For a Song

“IJEAL gardeners grow their fruit in
wire netting cages. Real gardeners
employ small boys to- scare the .birds
from cherry trees. Real gardeners even
kill thrushes, I don't. I keep two or three
bird baths full of water with the vague
hope that if the birds have plenty to
drink they will not eat the fruit. In any
case 1| am content if they leave me
enough for a handful in the evening.
Bird song on spring mornings is cheap
at the price of a few cherries."-Ralph
Wightman in a BBC broadcast,
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