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moulding of musical taste in that pro-
vince during this period-indeed, it is
interesting to remember that Frederick
Page and D. G. Lilburn (both men-
tioned by Mr. Jensen) received their
sound basic training from Dr. Bradshaw.
Another distinguished musician (almost
entirely ignored) who hes exerted a simi-
lar influence, is Ernest Jenner, of Christ-
. church.
It is rather unfortunate that over-
seas readers will réceive such a limited
and incomplete picture of our musical
ventures, for from Mr. Jensen’s report
the inference drawn would be, I fear,
that practically all New Zealand’s musi-
cal élite dwell north of Cook Strait!

Bessie Pollard
A DOG'S LIFE
ORART. By Ormond Bugton. .H. Tombs Ltd.‘ A LARGE but noble-looking mongrel,"Bart" so far ensnared his master’s
affections as to become the subject many
years later of a devoted biography. Dog
_habits and dog manners are skilfully
portrayed in this study of a lovéd com
panion to which Russell Clark's draw
ings add a pleasant embellishment. It
has all the deep affection of Sir Percy
Fitzpatrick’s Jock of the Bushveld
(which -.has never, I think, been un
seated from the position of the dog
classic, even by Virginia Woolf’s Flush,
a book which is, after all, vastly more
than the study of a flop-eared spaniel).
But Bart did not have the run of the
wilds of Africa, and his master disap
proved of blood sports, even for dogs.
The most satisfactory books about
animals are those, I feel, which are
written from an explicitly human point
of view (books like J. H. Driberg’s
Engato the Lioncub), even though this
has the disadvafitage, in the hands of
the weaker brethreh, of all sorts of arch
‘ness and falseness creeping in. Bart is
as free from sentimentality as it is pos
sible for such a book to be. Moreover,
there is enough matter-of-fact narration
of "the circumstances of ordinary life
in New Zealand to keep any exuberance
of ill-judged fantasy at arm’s length.

—

You do not, when you read this book,
hear a posturing chorus on the sidelines
exclaiming "Oh, isn’t he sweet?" The
author tells with humour a plain story ot
plain people living a slow-moving domes-
tic life in country and town, with a
plain dog and his adventures in the
foreground. Those who own dogs will
recognise the truth of the portrait; those
who don’t can learn from it.
This book appeared in England in
1944: this is its first New Zealand pub-
lication.

David Hall

The Writer and
Society

HE story of Henry Lawson’s life
would have been different had he
been adequately. paid for his work, his
widow stated recently in a letter to a
gathering at the Sydney Domain, The
occasion was a commemoration of the
25th anniversary of the great Australian
writer’s death, but Mrs. Lawson, who is
71, was too ill to attend.
In her letter, she said that because
of lack of recognition, her husband had
been forced to sell his works at starva-
tion rates in order to buy food. She
declared that even the present Common-
wealth Literary Fund (which aids Aus-
tralian writers) was not sufficient, and
suggested that a government publishing
house should be established to encour-
‘age poets and writers. Later, when in-
tervieweg at her home, Mrs. Lawson said
that she had seen many fine Aus-
tralian manuscripts refused by publish-
ers interested mainly in commercial
value. She felt that it was a national
affait to encourage poets and writers
who wrote about their country because
they loved and understood it.
The president of the Fellowship of
Australian Writers, Les. Haylen, M.H.LR.,
who delivered the memorial oration, said
that present-day Australian poets and
writers often suffered from the same dis-
ability as did Lawson,

SHOSTAKOVICH AND HIS PUPILS
S a footnote to the recent discussion
in these columns about Dmitri
Shostakovich, the Soviet composer, we
have received through the Soviet
Legation, Wellington, an article which,
we are informed, has just arrived from
Moscow and was written by Shostako-
vich himself.

SHOSTAKOVICH begins this article
by discussing and describing in

some detail the various pupils-all of
them young-whom he is now instruct-
ing in the Moscow and Leningrad Con-

" servatories, where he is in charge of
classes on composition. He then goes
on to describe his teaching methods:
"What are the demands which I
make upon my pupils; what are the
principles which I have laid down for
their guidance? First of all I demand
that they write a good deal, constantly,
systematically, every day in fact. That
was the procedure of Peter Tchaikovski,
whom I regard as a phenomenal master
of composition. For the sake of prac-
tice he wrote a fugue every morning.
Have I borrowed that habit from
Tchaikovski? Certainly! I have been

doing this for years, and believe that
constant training is essential to the
composer. The composer must consci-
ously and systematically arm himself
with technique if he is not to find him-
self bankrupt in the hour of inspiration.I demand ‘that my pupils carefully
study the works of the classics. The
prospective composer may _ indeed
enrich himself, and develop his facul-
ties, while preserving his own specific
traits, by studying the classics. In my
daily work of teaching [ prompt my
students to think in truthful, clear, and
accessible musical terms expressive of
exalted ideas. I study each of my
pupils attentively, trying to understand
the specific qualities of their talent and
help them to find the path to maximum
development. The single yardstick is
not permissible in art.
"Teaching has become a necessity to
me and I find deep satisfaction in the
knowledge that I am contributing to the
growth of the young composers of my
country. Working with these gifted
young people,’ I frequently find the
correct solution to problems evolving
from my own ‘compositions."
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