
A PLAN To BEAT THE
FLY MENACE

Effective control of flies depends on:
GOODGENERALSANITATIONtocheckfly-breeding:
Properrubbishcollectionanddisposal: Sanitaryand flyproofprivies in rural areas. Properstorageanddisposalofmanure: NOTE Compostheapsandmanure kept in towns should be sprayed with asolutionofpowdered boraxat the rate ofM Oz. toeach8bushelsofmanure: Dissolvetheboraxin2toI0gallonsofwater,or,Merton'$SheepDip,strength4 in80,maybeused:
2 EXCLUSIONOFFLIESbyscreeningand keepingallfoodandfoodutensilscovered from flies.
3 DESTRUCTION OF FLIESby(a)Traps,flypoisons;'swatters:(b) Sprays (which usually contain Pyrethrum)quicklyknockover flies,and D.D.T:maybeaddedtokillthem.
(c) Residualsprays,suchasD.D.T. appliedtosur-faceswhereflies restor crawl,areexcellent. Anoil
solutionofD.DTshouldcontainapproximately5Percent.ofDDT:forresidualspraying: Oneapplicationmightbeeffectivefor theentireseason,certainlyforseveralweekstoseveralmonths. Bestplacestosprayor smear with the DDT:5 per cent. solution are:
hanging light fixtures and drop cords edges andarchesofdoors; windowframesand sills and other
favourite haunts of thefly. Use it on the rubbishtin,too.
ISSUEDBY TkEDEPARTMENTOF HEALTH
Keep this announcement for future reference

Asgood as new with 30SuiDyesSbadksDependableprewarstandard madeInScotland: Foboil-
ing Orcoldwater tinting n glass tubes easy t0 use 6.7
DISTRIBUTORS : A STICHBURYLTD; BLAIRST. WELLINGTON

Japan's Other Island (3)
Peppermint and Ponies

The last of three articles
written for "The Listener" by
H. R.C. a New Zealander who |}
recently visited Hokkaido, |
least-known of the Japanese
home islands.

: /N the shortage of
food is much more acute than
elsewhere in Japan and this,
together with the harsh climate,
has caused fairly severe suffering
among many of the people. About
two months ago some villages were as
much as 70 days behind with rationed
supplies (which include all staple foods),
and while we were in Sapporo there
were several large-scale demonstrations
of protest. These demonstrations,
which could easily have developed into
riots if,it had not been for the arrest by
American authorities of several of the
organisers who were advocating vio-
lence, were stated to be inspired by
Communist elements, but there was no
evidence made public to substantiate
this and it seemed to me that hunger
itself would be enough reason.
The greatest cause for concern was
the shortage of the main food, rice,
which, because pf the climate, does not
grow satisfactorily in Hokkaido. Large
areas, however, are sown in Uplands
rice (known in the United States as
Californian rice), grown on dry land
where paddies are not possible (on por-
ous, volcanic-ash ground, for instance),
and even when the crop is successful
the yield and the grain quality are
poorer than the usual paddy (or Loui-
siana) crop. Such ground could be well
used for more suitable crops, like pota-
toes, but to the Japanese rice is so
important that they are prepared to
take what to-day seems an unjustifiable
risk of a crop failure rather than look
forward to a potato diet.
U.S. Troops Withdrawing
In Hokkaido, possibly even more
than in the rest of Japan, the United
States authorities are gradually either
withdrawing or heavily reducing their,
troops and basing their occupation, at
least in part, on trained intelligence
specialists who speak and write the
language and who are able to keep in
close touch with the people. As the
Japanese have accepted the occupation

peacefully and now that the main tasks
of repatriation and demilitarisation are
ended this would. seem not only logical‘but also more profitable than maintain-
ing large numbers af troops who actu-
ally have little contact with the people,
whose influence is not always for the
good, and whose upkeep is a severe
strain on an almost wrecked economy.It is to be hoped that the BCOF
authorities will decide to adopt a similar
policy.
Suitably and yet curiously, a large
proportion of these intelligence observ-
ers are Nisei (American-born Japanese)
officers, nearly all in Japan for the first
time, who learnt the language in the
United States during the war. Their
record during the war and since the
occupation has been outstanding, and
while I found them 100 per cent Ameri-
can in their outlook, certainly (and
without self-consciousness) locking on
»the Japanese as their former enemies,
they seemed, naturally enough, to have
a greater capacity for understanding of
the people and a greater will to leader-
ship than is possible with a European.
At Kushiro, which we were told is
second only to London for peasoup
fogs, we stayed with a Nisei detach-
ment of six officers. About three weeks
before we arrived the ban on the mar-
riage of United States personnel and
Japanese women had been lifted and
in the first 10 days after the lifting of
the -ban there had been 1100 applica-
tions made by men wishing to marry
their Japanese girl friends. This news
was the subject of discussion, and to
our surprise we found that these Nisei
officers personally were anything but in
favour of such a courses It wouldn’t,
(continued on next page)

"WHILE millions of families in Honshu are without houses... there is almost
unlimited timber, already milled, deteriorating in the harsh climate of Hokkaido"


