
not been allowed to materialise. He
resembles altogether too much an
advertisement for Rotorua and some-
body’s toothpaste, and his brief dis-
course on the soul, while possibly edify-
ing, is just one of those things better
left unsaid.
Q: I recall that you have not always
been so snooty about fantasy on the
screen. Why are you on this occasion?
A: It is true that I think there is a
place for famtasy, and even whimsy, in
the cinema-but it must be kept in its
place. High Barbaree is a sad case as
well as a bad case of misdirected
enthusiasm, because the story does con-
tain some of the ingredients of genuine
romance and might, with delicacy of
treatment, have qualified as a moving
and persuasive allegory on the imper-
manence and elusiveness of dreams and
ideals. Unfortunately, as it approaches
its all-important climax this film has all
the delicacy of a debate in the United
Nations’ Security Council.

A Problem of
Language

LE PERE TRANQUILLE
(Les Films Corona)

[JDURING the past fewweeks I have seen, by
accident rather than intent,
almost as many French films
as American and British ones.In the majority of cases there have

been sub-titles in English printed atthe bottom of the film and, apart from
a slight tendency to induce what mightbe described as "rocking-horse neck,"|this strikes me as being a satisfactorydevice: it gives one the gist of the
dialogue and a certain feeling of satis-faction when one recognises, or thinks
one recognises, various words and
phrases. It is also, I imagine, a pretty |

good method of brushing up one’sFrench. I have not come across anyrecent examples of the technique knownas "dubbing," whereby English® speechis actually put into the mouths of
foreign players; but there ate obvious
difficulties in this method, and unlessit has been greatly improved in the
past few years, I doubt if it has, on the
whole, many advantages over sub-titling,However, one of the French featuresto have come my way in recent weeks,and six French documentaries, hadneither sub-titles nor "dubbing"-theywere "original" versions, French all the
way. The feature was Le Pére Tran-quille; the documentaries Tanged froma fascinating and most comprehensivefilm about Matisse and his Painting,through a film about the ancient craftof barrel-making that was an éffectiveblend of imaginative treatment andstraight documentation, to a long-winded discourse on bees and theirhabits that, frankly, left my head buzz-
ing. * x *
[™ would be idle for me to pretendthat, in any of these all-French films,my knowledge of the language, remain-
ing over from school and university,was adequate for more than a few iso-
lated sentences. Seeing such films is
probably a very useful adjunct in Jearn-
ing French, if only because it gives onethe "feel" of the language-but howone wishes those Frenchmen would slow
up a bit! Incidentally, when the heroof Le Pére Tranquille temporarily put

on the brakes for the benefit of some
cross-examining Nazis, I felt almost
kindly disposed towards these nasty
characters because of the linguistic
telief they afforded.It is not, however, idle for me to say
that I found these French films, particu-
larly the Matisse and rr feature,absorbing and even exciting’ When the
language is unknown, everything de-
pends on the acting and the-direction to
make the action intelligible. This is
the severést possible test. Yet in Le
Pére Tranquille it is remarkable how
little of the story one misses, thanks
to the performances of Néel-Néel and
the supporting players. This is a drama
of life in a small French town during
the German Occupation, with Néel-Néel
portraying a_ typical middle-aged,
middle-class Frenchman who is really
head of the local ResistanZe group, but.
whose apparent aloofness /from the war
and preoccupation with harmless pur-
suits has earned him the nickname of
"The Imperturbable Father." Even
though you may only be able to guess,at any given moment, at what they are
actually talking about, this Frenchman,
his wife, daughter, and son are veryreal people; their family life is some-
thing one can share; the atmosphere of
tension which surrounds the activitiesof the Resistance workers is, one feels,
genuine and not merely the product of
melodramatic situations. As for the
photography, it is superb throughout.Clearly there is no general market in
New Zealand for a film like this, lackingeither sub-titles or dubbing in English.It would, in fact, be urfteasonable toexpect it. But equally clearly, the oft-
proclaimed excellence, even the superi-
ority, of the French cinema is no myth
either.LLL |
CONTEST FINAL
HE climax of thé "Miss New Zea-

|

land" contest, organised by the Royal
Society of St. George, as part of the
Aid to Britain campaign, will be reached
at the Wellington Town Hall on.
Wednesday, November 5, when the
judges will announce the winner. To
mark the occasion with entertainment
as well

as excitement, the
salaeninatiatell

have planned a comprehensive. musical
programme. The principal soloist will:be the Dunedin contralto Mary Pratt,
and items will also be given by the
Chorus Gentlemen, William Clothier
(baritone), Joyce Izett (soprano), Alex
Lindsay (violinist), and the Wellington
Girls’ College Choir. The programme
will be broadcast by 2YA between 8.0
and 10.0 p.m., with a half-hour break
at 9.0 for the news

MARY PRATT

ThisIS
WHERE
The
DANGER
LIES!

WORN7 SILENCERSaveDanqerous/
When a silencer is rusted through, and full of holes, a deadly
Cogasleaksoutandseepsinto the carbody,causingheadaches,
dizziness, car sickness; and sometimes even death: If your
Silencer is in this condition, drive to YOUR GARAGE and
have it replaced with a brand new ACE silencer, specially
designed for your particular make and model of car. Itwill
giveyoumaximumsafety,moremileage,andbetterengineper
formance: A paying proposition,whicheverwayyou lookat it:

=ACE=SLLENCERS FOR EVERY MAKE AND MODEL OF CAR
WHOLESALE ONLYXB W. PIDGEON & CO: LTD,, THROUGHOUT Nz:

GOTABOIL?
HERE'$ HOW To GET RELIEF
Apply a ready:to-u $ eANTIPHLOGISTINE poultice com-
fortably hot: Almost at once
you']Ifeel themoist heatg0 rightto work helping to relieve the
pain and sorenesse You'I seehow it helps bring the boil to ahead. The m0i$t heat 0f
ANTIPHLOGISTINEworks for seve
eralhoursbringingsoothingrelief:
Feels good, doesgood.
GET 4 TIN FROM
YOUR CHEMIST 92

ORSTORE: Sfyle
ForBoils
Antiphlogistine
The Denver Chemical Mfg Co.,
78 LiverpoolSt,Sydney, NSW_

UNPLEASANT FOoT ODOUA
an unhealthy condition
WITH A REMEDY
Unpleasant footodour(Bromidrosis) is 2functionaldiseaseoftheaweatglandsduato bacterial growths. It has a remedyDr. Scholl's Bromidrosll Powder _2
soothingPowder that immediately neu-tralises offensive smellwhile itattacksthe bacteria: Dusting feet; socks and
shoes daily wlch thls new powder willeventually restore the normal healthy
perspiration 0f che feet.
Use Dra Scholl'$ Bromidrosil powder;too, for treatingAthlete8 FootIn conjunction with Solvex:
Price 3/9} at all Dra Scholldealers:

Dr. Scholl's
BROMIDROSIL
POWDER
SchollMfg.Co: Led,,Wlleston Sea,Wellington:


