INSTRUMENTS IN THE
ORCHESTRA:

(13) The Harp

help
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HE harp is to-day a sadly

neglected instrument, It is to

be hoped that this is merely
the outcome of a passing musical
fashion, and that this beautiful
instrument, with its colourful and
wide range (it has half the compass
again of a quartet of mixed voices) will
return 1o greater favour. Good harpists
are now rare beings and few beginners
in music choose the instrument for their
especial study. This is a vicious circle,
as lessons from an experienced harpist
are essential if a pupil is to make satis-
factory progress and the shortage of
pupils recently means an even greater
shortage of teachers in future,

The harp is roughly triangular in
shape. The side nearest to the player is
the soundboard, the other upright is
the supporting pillar, and the frame thus
formed is surmounted by the curved
neck, The 47 strings are stretched ver-
tically, at great tension, and at the base
of tha soundboard is the pedal box.

“HE thirteenth of a se:tes of short articles on the
m.srrumen@ of the National Qrchestra, written to
interested  listenters towards a more informed
appreciation of orchestral music and a better under-
standing of the resources at the command of the

There are
seven stringg

to each octave, and seven pedals on theA
instrument. Each of the latter controls.
one string in each octave. The C pedal, |
for example, by being depressed into ;
either of its two notches raises all the C 4
strings to the pitch of C sharp, or lowers i
them to C flat. The disengagement of
the pedal restores them to C natural.

The harpist uses only the thumb and
first three fingers of each hand, so that
eight tones can be, sounded at once. The :
range of the harp is about six and a-half
cctaves.

The harp dates back to very early
times, but until the 9th Century, when
it was modified by the Irish and the
Saxons, it had no supporting post. Pedals
(five at first) were incorporated by a
Bavarian, Hochbrucher, in 1720, and 90

years later a Frenchman, Sebastian
Erard, built the prototype of the -harp
of to-day.

The National Orchestra has one
harpist.

Giveitalovely
gloss that re-
flects sunshine
and fireglow §
give it the last-
ing polish that
LIQUID
VENEER
impartssolast- |
ingly. This polish
is wonderful for
cleaning, beautifying
and preserving highly-finished
surfaces. Adds years to the
“life” of your treasured furniture,
Good for motor cars, too. Obtainable
at all good-class hardware stores.
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PRICES: 4oz., 1/9; 120z., 3/-.

‘INEW ZEALAND DISTRIBUTORS:
FASSETT & JOHNSON LYD.
Levy Building, Manners St., Wellington.

ATHLETES FOOT

quickly
relieved

IF you're having trouble with
Athlete’s foot—try cooling, soothing
D.D.D. Prescription. First applica~
tion relieves the itchy soreness

between cracked toes — D.D.D.’s

active antiseptic ingredients help
Nature healtheactual trouble. D.D.D,
Prescription is a time-tested remedy
with a convincing record of success.

D.D.D. Prescription has many uses.
Antiseptic D.D.D, is ideal first-aid
for Cuts, Burns, Scalds. Helps heal,
too. Quickly relieves Insect Bites and
Chilblains. Excellent after-Shaving
Lotion,

At all Chemists, 2/3 & 3/11 a bottle.

Made by D.D.D. Co. Ltd., 3 Fleet Lane,
London, E.C4.

3.6

D.D.D. erescripTion
for Skin Tiorcbles

Spencer Digby photoggaph

WINIFRED CARTER, the National Orchestra's hatpist
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NEWS AGENT OR BOOKSELLER cen

W any dificulty, apply o
GORDON AND GOTCR (A’ASIA) LTD.
Christe!
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LITERATURE

To Make Leisure
Hours into
Pleasure Hours.

You may now once again subsctibe to any of these
popular magazines.

The rates mentioned below include poﬂcgc, d!rod
to ony address.
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