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EW Zea-
landers
may beinterested in

a debate which
has broken out
in the Australian
press between A.
R. D. Fairburn
and myself on the
respective demerits
of the New Zea-
land and Austra-
lian cultural mind.Mr.‘Fairburn’s
thesis was that
New Zealand lack-
ed cultural vitality
and was, by and
large, totally ig-
norant of the
painting and_ lit- %

erature of its immediate Pacific neigh-
bour, Australia.
My reply in the Australian press may
stimulate a wider interest in bridging
that Tasman gap, and, incidentally, give
New Zealanders a somewhat less de-
pressing picture of themselves than Mr.
Fairburn is wort to paint. This is whatI said: * * *
HY are there no strong cultural ties
between the two neighbouring coun-
tries? Mr. Fairburn attributes much of
it to the apathy of his own country
with its consequent ignorance of the
more lively Australian culture.
The pot is accusing itself of being
black, but, on the face of it, the kettle
seems well satisfied with itself.
It is this situation which I regret,
for, believe it or not, the Australian
kettle is black with apathy, smugness,
and a village-pump attitude towards cul-
tures other than its own. What do Aus-
tralians known of New Zealand paint-
ing or literature? How many Australians
have heard of Frank Sargeson, Greville
Texidor, Allen Curnow, Denis Glover,
or A. R. D. Fairburn for that matter?
In many respects very important cul-
tural work is going on in New Zealand-in their literature, for example.
Frank Sargeson is a New Zealand
novelist and short story writer. To help
"bridge that Tasman gap" an Australian
edition of his novel When the Wind
Blows was published. It was a dismal
failure. For the most part the reviewers
ignored it.
Was it, then, an unimportant work?It sold very well in New Zealand, but
that might have been because the New
Zealanders’ standards were not as high
as ours,

But a_ kindred
novel by Sargeson,
That Summer, was
published _ seriallyin Penguin New
Writing-the only
time I can remem-
ber that Penguin
Books published a
novel serially. The
English rights of
When the Wind
Blows were snap-
ped up. The French
liked it, and a
translation into
French was made-of a book that
may have sold 200
copies in Australia.
England and
France found That— Summer an import-ant cultural work. Are all these coun-

tries out of step except Australia?
Another example concerns an account
of "D-Day" by Denis Glover. This was
considered one of the finest reports
on D-Day. Once again Penguin New
Writing, which represents the best work
from all over the Empire, published it.
As far as I can remember, no Australian
has had a story accepted for this pub-lication,
Glover’s "D-Day" booklet had prac-
tically no sale or reviews at all here.
In New Zealand an annual anthologyof short stories (and New Zealand short
story work is every bit as good as Aus-
tralian) is published. "Speaking for
Ourselves" contains New Zealand and
Australian short stories. Are there any
Australian anthologies of stories which
contain New Zealand work? Where doesit seem that energy and vision is needed
to "bridge that Tasman gap?"
Do I hear the kettle whistling?Mr. Fairburn himself is a case in pointof an important writer being virtually
unknown in Australia. An extremely
agile satirist, his "We New Zealanders"
was a most controversial contribu-
tion to "New Zealand Writing." He has
strived valiantly to defeat New Zealand’s
cultural conservatism.
Because there is no Australian market
for our neighbour’s books, Mr. Fairburn
and many other competent minds have
not.even been heard of here.
Allen Curnow’s comprehensive collec-
tion of New Zealand poetry is not to be
found even in public librariés; the book
work of the Caxton Press, which out-
strips in quality anything Australian
publishers are doing, is only to be found
in the shelves of the resourceful biblio-
phile. It is not that these works haven’t
been imported. They have. There is just
no interest in them.
On the other hand, New Zealand, with
its smaller population, is providing a
useful appendage to the Australian mar-
ket, and the export of Australian books
across the Tasman is expanding rapidly.
The process is not, however, operating
in reverse.
So that what A. R. D. Fairburn says
of painting is, I imagine, quite true.But it distorts the picture. And it leaves
us smugly ‘regretting New Zealand’s
"cultural stagnation."
The logical thing for us to do is to
scour our own kettle; the pot will soon
|

find the comparison odious, and Mr.
Fairburn will not need to be such an
unhappy patriot,

(continued from previous page)
everyone in the country, an absurdly
simple aim which seemed the most dif-
ficult of all to achieve, for not only was
the combined desire necessary, but even
more remote the combined will.
As a member of one farmer’s family
expressed it (reducing a very complex
situation to extremely simple terms as
* this story does) it was like a game of
marbles, where one player was getting
all the marbles, and unless something
was done to give some back to the other
players the game could not go on.
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RelievedbyMoistHeat
of ANTIPHLOGISTINE
CHEST COLD The moist heat of anANTIPHLOGIS-TINESORETHROAT poultice relieves cough,Bronchial tigbtnessofchest,muscleIrritation soreness due to chest
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