GREEN FOR DANGER

( Rank-Individual)

N JFOR this British film no

\\~ drums have been beaten,

no flags have flown; but in its

own competent, unobtrusive

way it should return you good

value for your money. It will, I hope,

do the same for its producers, who must

have spent on it only about a quarter of

what it costs to make the average

grandiose American (or, for that matter,
British) film these days.

Green for Danger, a murder-mystery
set in a rural hospital in Kent during
the period of the flying-bombs, was made
by the team of Launder and Gilliat who
gave us The Rake's Progress and, more
xcently 1 See a Dark Stranger. What

ey do here is not very much out of
Lue ordinary, but they have a neat, crisp
style of scripting and editing, and a light-
heartedness of treatment which carries
the story successfully over the rougher
patches of melodrama. With its double
murder, its maze of clues, its suspicions
and jealousies, its bungling detective, and
even its element of neurosis, the film
is little different, so far as plot-material
goes, from the average Hollywood who-

ﬂmit. This is, in fact, the British equiva-
& ™t of The Big Sleep or The Black
~ingel or almost any other product of the
Hollywood crime school. But in manner
and spirit how far apart! Where the
one is rough and tough, the other is
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always polite and well-behaved. Both
styles of film-making have their merits
and their proper place in the cinema,
and I leave you to decide which you pre-
fer; but it is certainly an agreeable
change to encounter murder-suspects who
don’t behave like morons or thugs and a
detective who isn’t an inverted gangster.

There is, indeed, a very pleasant lack
of heroics about the whole of Green for
Danger. Nobody in it is ashamed to
confess to being scared of flying-bombs,
and Inspector Cockrill (Alastair Sim)
scuttles for safety in a way that is posi-

tively craven—and very natural—when-’

ever one comes over. This representa-
tive of Scotland Yard is also an egregious
ass on most occasions: we're used to the
ordinary flat-footed copper in fiction, but
here is smug ineptitude on a higher
plane, Indeed, his bumbling pomposity
angd unshakable complacency become, in
the finish, even a litile over-done—yet
after m succession of supermen-sletuths,
this fatuous Cockrill is to be welcomed.

Though Alastair Sim attracts most at-
tention and most of the laughs, he isn't
the only interesting personality in the
film. There's Trevor Howard (of Brief
Encounter) as one cf the two doctors
mixed up in the murders at the hospitai,
and Leo Genn (formeriy the Constable
of France in Henry V) as the other; and
Sally Gray, Rosamund John, and Megs
Jenkins are the nurses who are inter-
ested in the doctors as well as in the

murders. There's also a postman, identity |

unknown, whose collapse under anaes-:
thesia launches the story into an atmos- !

phere of foul play, jealousy, flying-bombs
and repressed hysteria. Director and
cameraman introduce some neat touches
into the settings, though I wouldn’t claim
much originality for them, their se-
quences in the operating theatre, for in-
stance, and especially their trick of
photographing the ceiling as the patient
is wheeled in, bearing a very close re-
semblance to certain sequences in Stair-
way to Heaven. Nor would I like to sug-
gest that you will be able to follow
your way through the evidence without
losing the thread now and then and by-
passing one or two clues. But it's the
final impression that counts; and even if
Messrs. Launder and Gilliat haven’t ac-
tually done much more than produce a
pot-boiler, they have at least managed
to keep the pot merrily on the boil the
whole time.

NATIONAL FILM UNIT

\XV'INE -MAKING at the Government wine
experimental station at Te Kauwhata is
an interesting it?m in Weekly Review No. 316
from the National Film Unit. At these wvine-
yards experiments in grape-growing and wine-
making are carried out. In “Varsity Sporta’
there is a good coverage of most of the games
played in the recent tournament, when Uni.
versity students from all parts of New Zea-
land visited Wellington, The third jtem, “Sea
Scouts,” shows scouts from the South Island
making & launch trip north and learning how
to become good seamen.

SHORTWAVE HIGHLIGHTS

DIRECTED towards Australia and

New Zealand the Pacific Service of
the BBC is generally heard at excellent
strength, although of late a number of
ionospheric disturbances have reduced
the strength of the signals slightly. Three
New Zealanders contribute to the pro-
grammes next week—the High Commis-
sioner in London (Mr. W. J. Jordan),
Cecilia Keating (violinist), and Douglas
Lilburn.

Stations, Frequencies and Times of
Transmission;

GVZ 9.64mc/s 31.12 5.00-9.0 p.m.
GRX 9.69 mc/s 30.96 5.00-9.0 p.m..
GSN 11.82 mc/s 25.38 5.00-9.0 p.m.
GSI  15.26 me/s 19.66 5.00-9.0 p.on,
GSG 17,79 me/s 16.86 5.45-9.0 p.m.
GRQ 18.025mc/s  16.64 5.00-9.0 p.m,

Headlines in the Programmes for the
week, September 21-27: Dasert Air
Force Reunion from the Royal Albert
Hall, London, 645 p.m., Sunday; Re-
view of the Week, 7.0 p.m. Sunday;
Report on India, 8.15 p.m., Tuesday;
Diplomatic Diary, 6.15 p.m., Thursday;
Mary Kierman (Australian pianist), 8,30
p.m. Thursday. On Friday at 5.15 p.m.
the Rt. Hon. W. J. Jordan will give a
New Zealand Day Commemoration talk.
Cecilia Keating and Hubert Dawkes will
give a recital at 5.30 p.m. the same day
of Lilburn’s Sonata in C for violin and

_piano.
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