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INSTRUMENTS IN THE
ORCHESTRA:

(11) The Trombone

‘T'HE eleventh of a series of short articles on the in-
struments of the National Orchestra, written to help

interested listeners towards a more informed apprecia-
tion of orchestral music and a better understanding of
the resources at the command of the conductor.

‘- T was not until the: time of

Beethoven that the trombone

found a place in the symphony
orchestra. Even Beethoven ignored
it when composing his first four
symphonies, but its debut in the C
Minor Symphony was a glorious one.
The instrument is descended from- the
sackbut, which had essentially the same
form as the trombone has to-day. The
was a popular instrument
throughout Europe and was used in
many different combinations of instru-
ments. Handel used the trombone but,
curiously, it seems to have fallen from

popularity  after  his
death. A quarter of a
century after Handel
died, a service in {
memory of him was
held in Westminster
Abbey, and concerning

it Dr. Burney wrote, “In
order to render the band
as powerful and complete
as possible it was deter-
mined to employ every
species of instrument
that was capable of pro-
ducing grand effect§ in &
great orchestra and
spacious building,
Amongst  these, the
Sacbut or Double Trum-
pet was sought; but so
many years had elapsed
since it had been used
in this kingdom that
neither the instrument,
nor a performer on it,
could easily be found.
It was, however, discov-
ered that . . . in His
Majesty’s militery band
there were six musicians
who played the three sev- 4
eral species of sacbut;
tenor, base and double
base.”

But within another 20

years the good doctor
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musical melodrama, which turns-out to
* be both genuine opera and spine-tingling
xthrnller. . . . an amalgamation of beauti-
ful music and fnghtemng melodrama.”
Time says it is “thick in horror and
thin in music,” but that “some of the
atmospheric  horror music was more
blood-curdling than Puccini’s.” Whether
it is good opera or not can only be de-
cided in time, and on closer acquaint-
ance, but at least it is a possibility—if
men like Britten and Menotti continue
as they are progressing at the moment
——that English-speaking opera may yet
become a genuinely popular art form.

was recording, “Tromboni and double-
drums are now so frequently used at

the opera, oratorios, and in symphonies

that they are become a nuisance
to lovers of pure harmony and;
refined tones, for, in fact, the vibra-

tions of these instruments produce noise,
not musical sounds.”

The trombone is a brass instrument

with a cylindrical bore and a cup-shaped
mouthpiece. The principles of playing
are the same as for the trumpet and
other brass instruments, but a pair of
slides are used to bring into effect the
extra sections of tubing used for bridg-
ing the gaps in the open scale,
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are seven positions of the slide, corres-
ponding to the seven shifts on the violin
and the seven positions on valve instru-
ments. A species of trombone equipped
with valves is occasionally used.

Among the works in which the trom-
bone has a prominent part are three
quartets by Beethoven, Mozart’s
Requiem, The Symphonie Funébre et
Triomphale of Berlioz, and several con-

certi composed by the first travelling :

virtuoso of the instrument, F. A. Belcke.

The National! Orchestra has two B flat
trombones and one in G.

NEwW ZEALAND LISTENER, SEPTEMBER 19

There !

A WHOLE HATFUL

INEXPENSIVE

1

(e

T

X )

S

EASY TO INSTALL

Yes . . . B & B are artists In concrete,

OF 600D POINTS

But artist has turned

maglcian. Let him wave his magic wand for you . .. bring you that

boon you've always wanted: a septic tank.

You know you'd love

to. Come up out of the dark ages to a new pride! Decide to do it

— now that B & B have made it easy.

septic tank.

For the B & B is a miracle

it's efficient and Inexpensive and easy to Install — all

three! (You can roll it.) Decide now . .. it will be yours In a jiffy.

Then—the pride! Guests, too, will appreciate that modern touch,
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PTIC TANKS

[

Ask at any reputable hardware store or write for booklet to :—

B & B CONCRETE CO, LTD,,

Crowhurs: Street, Newmarket, Auckland
]
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BAD LEGS-

Quitk, safe relief with VAREX. Treat

yourself at home — no resting. Safe snd
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effective, Free booklet from Ernesc Healey,
Dept. 1,
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21 Grey Street, Wellington.
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PHOTOGRAPHY

NEW BROWNIE 620 CAMERAS, with Built-in
Portrait Lens, $5/6. Plus a film 2/2 and
postage 8d.

INVISIBLE MOUNTING CORNERS.
Double gummed triangle. Put one under each
corner and your snap can’‘t be lost.

1/- pkt. 200.

G. B. TOMKINSON

Photegraphic & Home Movie Supplies,
3% VYictoria 5t. W., Auckland,
15




