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"J"HESE notes sre not wriiien by
the staff of '“The Listener” or by
any memuer of the New Zealsnd

Broadcasting Service. They are inde-~
pendent commenfs for which “The
Listener” pays outside contributors.

(continued from previous page)

money to throw away, to buy up vast
quantities of some corny tune and watch
it soar to the top. I would soon know if
it had, because the newspaper boy in-
variably whistles the top tune for the
week, The Hit Parade is a social affair;
one listens to it in order to keep up-to-
date with the tunes of the time. It
. doesn’t do to miss it.

~’T-low to be Happy

“CAN Music Make You Happy?” was
the question asked in a recent pro-
gramme from 3YA entitled Moods in
Music. This is a theory that has been
pursued with varying degrees of success
from the days of the Ancient Greeks up
to those of the present day production-
. rate experts, so I was sorry that the re-
‘cordings played did not leave me even
remotely cheerful., (The psychologiats,
however, might claim that my having
just missed the last bus home had some-
thing to do with this). But there are few
things more infuriating than a collection
of hilarious tunes at the wrong moment,
They may have just the opposite effect,
as the psyahologist who visited a canni-
bal tribe with a portable gramophone
and a selection of records ranging from
Arthur Askey to a Schubert Allegro dis-
covered to his cost., It is true, however,
that music has been tried in almost
every department of life to induce a
state of happiness—from the mother
singing to her baby, to the snake
charmer. Maybe in these days of the
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Isaae Stern
Next

HE National Broadcasting
Service has just received an
album of four recordings from

the sound-track of the film Humor-

esque. These comprise violin solos

recorded behind the scenes by
Tsaac Stern _ (standing-in for the film
star John Garfield) and piano solos by
Oscar Levant, played with an orchestra
conducted by Franz Waxman, who also
arranged the music for the film. These
recordings are now being heard from
various stations. Isaac Stern, whd has
just concluded an impressive Australian
tour, will be heard in petson here next

eek. He is the latest overseas artist
< to visit this country under contract to
tne NZBS.

The Australian Musical News said of
Stern’s first Australian performance, in
Brisbane, that it would be difficult to
imagine a more satisfying concert, both
in programme and performance. “His
Caesar Franck Sonata and Bach Cha-
conne were presented in a manner which
explained in detail every note in rela-
tion to its context, yet with such un-
obtrusiveness that the explaining was
never apparent.”

radic our senses have been so dulled by
large doses of recorded happiness that
we don’t react as well as we should.

Convert for Cheerful Charlie

"M certain that to appreciate the hum-

orous half-hour show listeners have to
be so familiar with it that they can
anticipate the next laugh and begin to
chuckle before it comes. Many people
like the American show, with its rapid-
fire gags, wisecracks, guest-artists, and
so on. Personally, I like better what I
have heard of the British half-hour
show. It seems to have a more leisurely
swing, although this is not due to eny
really slower tempo,’but is probably to
the fact that a New Zealander finds the
British speech (of whatever accent)
more easy to follow when delivered at a
fast pace than the American, and pos-
sibly to the fact that listeners here
understand the point of British jokes
because they deal with more familiar
situations. All this occurred to me as a
result of my reversal of attitude to
Cheerful Charlie Chester, At first I
couldn’t like him, considering the ITMA
programme, with which I was familjar,
as being superior. Now that I have heard
half a dozen Stand Easy programmes I
begin to like them. I listen regularly. I
find the murdering of popular songs a
delightful turning of the tables on
writers of jazzed classics, I enjoy the
parody of the screen travelogue and the
radio serial in “Whippit Quick,” and
appreciate the muddled failure of
Charlie to comprehend his pal’s explana-
tion of some ordinary business like bak-
ing or butchery. Which proves, not that
the programme is getting better, but
merely that I am getting used to it. That
is the way, 1 suppose, in which fans are
aventually evolved out of incurious dial-
twisters,

VISIT...

arrives here.
Week

Stern arrives in New Zealand on
Monday, September 15, and makes his
first New Zealand appearance at the
Town Hall, Auckland, on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 16. Such are the demands on his
time that he can spend only 10 days
in this country. To give his six public
recitals in this short period, all his trav-
elling will be done by air. By the time
the tour has been completed Stern and
his accompanist, Alexander Zakin, will
have given about 140 concerts in 11
months, and covered 33,000 miles to
give them,

The violing Stern carries are valued

at £36,00. One is’a Guarnerius, made-

in Cremona in 1737, and the other is a
G. B. Guadagnini, made in Parma in
1755. Each of the six concerts, twe in
Auckland, two in Wellington, one in
Dunedin, and one in Christchurch, will be
broadcast, from 8.0 p.m. to 10.0 p.m.
Details of the two Auckland concerts
(on September 16 and 18) and of the
first Wellington concert (on September
20) will be found in the programme
pages of this issue.
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FASTER!

There’s no waiting for relief when
you rub VapoRub on chest,

risiTs coos QUTSIDE

throat and back at bedtime. And -

how children love it{

rights coLos INSIDE

o
"
.

INBALED VAPOURS released by body
warmth and breathed in, start to
clear stuffy nose,

W)

LIKE A POULTICE, VapoRub starts
immediately to work on the skin,
warming away tightness and pain
and “drawing out” congestion,

~ This “inside-outside” action
works for hours

soothe sore throat ' ... while the child.
. and relieve cough- sleeps comfort-
ing the vexK min- ably. By morning,
ute VapoRub is usually, the worst
applied. And— VAPORUB ofthecoldisover.
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VICK PRODUCTS INC., 122E 42nd Street, New York.

A VARIETY OF ARTS

STRAVINSKY: A CRITICAL SURVEY, Eric Walter White, 23/~ posted. The stormy petrel
of the qusical werld is the subject of this new study by an author who is familiar
with’ the composer’s work in all its ospects.

THE CERAMIC ART OF CHINA AND OTHER COUNTRIES OF THE FAR EAST, Williom
Bowyer Honey, 93/- posted. The first full, general survey of the whole field of
Chinese ceramics for 40 years, by the world's leading authority. Containing 195
poges of monochrome and colour illustrations. .

ALBRECHT DURER: COMPLETE WOODCUTS, Edited by Dr. Willi Kurth, 29/- posted.

A large, finely-printed volume containing 346 woodcut illustrations, all the wood-
cuts this superb artist ever made, together with a biography and a descriptive index,

.

WELLINGTON CO-OPEHATIVE BOOK SOCIETY LIMITED

MODERN BOOKS 3 YAIERS STREET,

WELLINGTON, C.1., N.Z.




