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LETTERS FROM LISTENERS

(continued from page 5)

UGLY BUILDINGS

Sir,—“Norman Blood” apparently
wants to confuse the issue regarding
standards of architecture; and I fear that
I, by my loose reference to the photo-
graphic competition for the ugliest build-
ings held by the English monthly journal
Horizon, may have given him some
assistance.

First let me say that I did not use the
Horizon -photographs as a “yardstick.”
My referance was a casual one, When
I wrote that *“the winning snaps were
bad enough” 1 was speaking from

mory. What I should have said was
#the winning snap” for it was the piece
v domestic architecture that won first
prize that I had in mind when 1 said
that “one could find a hundred examples
that were much more horrifying around
the suburbs of Auckland.” Of this Wal-
ter Gropius has (naturally) nothing to
say. Astragal, in the Architects’ Journal,
ascribes its appearance to “an inexpert
wilfulness rather than downright ugli-
ness,” and says that “Since an element

““\-.of fantasy is never out of place in a
country retreat, this would seem almost
a virtue.” The last remark is nonsense,
We know all about these “elements of
fantasy”; and I see no reason why Nature
should be singled out as the special butt
for such practical jokes. The building
- that won the Horizon competition is
repulsively ugly. But my point was (after
ali), that, bad as it is, we can produce
many worse examples in the suburbs of

New Zealand.

As for the Lawn 'Road flats, which
Gropius defends, Y had no memory of the
photograph as one of the prize-winners
when I wrote my article. Looking it up
now, I am not surprised. The photograph
is a bad one, with the building partly
obscured by trees. Personally, I am not
very interested in flats, for they belong
to a pattern of concentrated urban life
with which I have little sympathy. But
if we are to have flats, at least let them
be well Jesigned—and on this score I am
quite prepared to believe that Gropius
was right and the Horizon judges foolish
for judging a building from such a bad
photograph. To have attempted a com-
parison between this building and any-
thing equivalent in New Zealand would
have been a little meaningless: one
would have to refer to the new Housing
Department flats, which are.probably as
good, architecturally, as the Lawn Road
flats.

The point I made originally is not
affectéd by all this. It was, briefly, that
in our New Zealand suburbs we have
many -horrifying examples of pretentious
and badly-designed houses, which are
much worse than anything Horizon could
show us, I suggest that “Norman Blood”
should ignore what any *“oracles” say
about them, and go and take a good look
at some of them himself. ‘

. A. R. D. FAIRBURN (Ayckland).
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o NOW THE SINGERS

Sir,—Musical interest has been greatly
stimulated of late by the presence in our
midst of several visiting artists, On the
instrumental side the Boyd Neel com-
bination has contributed greatly in this
direction, also the fine performances of
our own National Orchestra, which now,
rightly, accupies an important place in
our rusical life, Development of the
vocal side of music should, however, be
equally encouraged to provide artistic

balance in the realm of musical art gen-
erally. Several notable choirs from over-
seas have visited us in the past, adding
much to our musical education, and only
recently Auckland received a visit from
the Schola Cantorum of Wellington.

It is pleasing to know that the vocal
talent in our country is quite on a par
with the instrumental side, but it de-
serves similar recognition. In each of
our main cities an attempt should now
be. made to form a first-class choir of
professional standard. Such combina-
tions, in addition to their own presenta-
tions, could unite on occasions in col-
laboration with our National Qrchestra.
The cultural aspect of singing must not
be overlooked. Only a few can achieve
virtuosity, but the majority of singers
can be trained to produce excellent
team-work. Let us then recognise the
value of all types of music which con-
tribute artistry and culture to the com-
munity. ALBERT G, TAYLOR

(Birkenhead).

A PROTEST

Sir,—Seldom are we shaken suffi-
ciently from our apathetic acceptance of
things as they are to raise a protest,
perhaps because we feel no one bothers
about our petty agitations anyway. But
it is impossible for a lover of Lieder to
accept the fact that the New Zealand
Broadcasting Service not only allow for
inclusion in their programmes, but go to
the length of making a transcription of
an American recording of Anita Boyer
crooning “Ein Schwan,” one of Edward
Grieg's greatest songs and one which
it is authoritatively said no one should at-
tempt to sing unless endowed with suf-
ficient dramatic feeling to bring out the
deeper meaning of Ibsen’s poem. This
might be a popular recording in America
—but this is not America.

New Zealand is a country young in
culture and therefore should seek growth
where cultural roots are deep. We look
to the youth of this country to absorb
and extend that culture, but why,
through many such recordings as this,
confuse their sense of values? Let them
grow up with increasingly good dance
bands for their amusement, but at the
same time let them appreciate and love
the music of the masters in its true form.

AW.G. (Wellington).

POINTS FROM LETTERS

H. E. LAWRENCE (Stratford), replying to
‘Puzzled Layman,” claims that there are
many instances of rabbits and other animals
passing over portions of a field sown with
the help of chemicals, and going on to por-
tions sown without chemicals, but enriched
with animal manure.”

“APPRECIATIVE” (Wellington) hopes that
Lili Kraus has not gone from New Zealand
without leaving behind many recordings to
be broadcsst in the future,

C. A. BOOTH (Petone) objects to the way
in which one of our Viewsreel commenta-
tors recently ‘‘dismisséd brass bands as
something situated on the lower rung of the
musical ladder,” and also to the cartoon
which accompanied the paragraph.

BRASSY (Dunedin) says that if & combination
such as the Goldmmn Band includes reed
instruments in its ranks it is & militery band
and should not therefore be included in a
brass band programme, as happssed recently
from 2YA.

A. T. BAILEY {(Ohakea) replies to a corres-
pondent's complaint about the “free pub-
licity” given to wrestlers on the air, by
putting out that the wrestlers do not ar-
range the commentaries themselves, and that
in any case the broadcasts could affect the
box-office adversely by keeping patrons at
home by their radios during the winter even-
ings.
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Insurance Office has enjoyed the
confidence of the public of New
Zealand throughout its histor§ of
almost 80 years but never more
markedly than in the year 1946 when
11,217 new insurances were issued
for an amount 329, above the figure

for |

An enlightened public found a policy
for its every need in the wide range
offered by this enterprising office
which has written into its premium
rates the benefits arising from the
favourable New Zealand mortality

rate.
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The Government Life

945.

1946
NEW BUSINESS
£6,511,227

1945
NEW BUSINESS
£4,923,809

Demadnd for our Contracts

still continues! To cope with it the Office Is prepared to
consider recruits for its fine Field Staff. Excellent territory is avail-
able in prosperous districts in both Islands and young men of integrity,
energy and ambition have now the opportunity of taking up a vocation
in which the rewards are limited only by their own enterprise,

Full particulars gladly given ot any of the 8 District Offices: »

WHANGARET TALRANGA NEW PLYMOUTH MASTERTON  NEISON TIMARY
AUCKLAND  GISBORNE ~ WANGANU} LOWER HUTT  CHRISTCHURCH DUNEDIN
HAMILTON  NAPIER PALMERSTON NTH. WELLINGTON GREYMOUTH INYERCARGILY

OR FROM THE HEAD OFFICE

GOVERNMENT LIFE

INSURANCE OFFICE .. .20 5
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1. Better Buy

THE ORIGINAL

CROSSE &
" BLACKWELL

Meat and
Fish Pastes

UNEXCELLED SINCE 1706
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