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micro-organisms and earthworms in the
soil. Well, do they? and if so, is it harm-
ful? We are not told. The experiments
quoted dealt with hydroponics, a method
of growing which does make an attempt
to provide the plant with every posssible
element it might need. This would not
seem to be exactly comparable to grow-
ing plants in land to which has been
added, over a long term, a limited num-
ber of minerals only. This may have no
deleterious effect, but it does not follow
a priori.It is explained that since produce is
exported the minerals lost must be re-
placed. This is a fact that has to be
faced, but it does not prove that arti-
"ficial manures are not Mjurious to our
health. Perhaps they should be used
with the utmost discrimination, or per-
haps new and less harmfub methods of
application could be devised. What we
want are the facts of the matter, which
could only be determined by long-term
and carefully controlled experiments.
_Personal opinions and soothing state-
ments are not scientific fact.
PUZZLED LAYMAN (Lower Hutt).----»
"SUMMER IS A-COMING IN"
Sir,-After the above item was given
one evening recently the announcer said
something to this effect, "Thus sang
the monks at Reading . ... in the win-ter... .*to welcome the spring."
While the above rendering is unex-
ceptionable for the sake of rhythm, it
should have been remembered that in
the 13th Century original, "Sumer is
icumen in," the word "icumen" is
"come," not "coming," and the monks
would. be singing after the advent of
summer, RUTHERFOORD LEE

(Mangakino),

POINTS FROM LETTERS
S. W. BOYCE (Foxton), would like
to hear more of Phyllis Williams who
sang Maori songs from 2YA recently,
SYLVIA M. POPE (Christchurch),
asks that the Norman Corwin series,
One World Flight, be sent round the
National stations, and if John Gundry’s
play The End is the Beginning could be
heard from 3YA.
BRIAN FISHER (Auckland) dislikes
the fact that we don’t call eminent men
"Mister,"
DISGUSTED (Takapuna) is dis-
gusted about "the way the various pro-
gramme organisers disregard the pub-
lished programmes," frequently deviat-
ing from schedule without apology or
apparent reason.

_
G.L.H, (Dunedin), who says he heard
a YA announcer yawn during-a break-
fast session and then excuse himself.
flippantly, suggests that tne "personaltouch" should be reserved for ZB an-
nouncers, :

H.C.G. (Wellington) says that a re-
cent performance of Hiawatha from 1YA
was "marred by the orchestra, the mem-
bers of which ought to be more con-
versant with the method of tuning their\ instruments than they appear to be."
JEAN COPLAND (Christchurch),
replying to E. Ryan (Wellington) wants
to know how "If Russia did not steal....a large part of Poland," the Soviet
Union now finds itself in possession of
a large part of the unfortunate country
in whose cause we went to war.
"SEARCHER" (Takapuna) endorses
the suggestion of our Viewsreel com-
mentator that local stations should col-
laborate with the National Orchestra by

presenting at least one of the major
works before each concert, and after it
too, if possible.
H. G. WICKENS (Kilbirnie) asks
that "the thousands of people who lit-
erally worship Beethoven’s immortal
nine symphonies and his five piano con-
certos, in the Wellington district,"
should be given an opportunity to hear
more of them through the medium of
radio.
"MORE OF THE BEST" ( Christ-
church) says that, since the New Zea-
land visit of the Negro singer Todd
Duncan, who. was hailed with enthusi-
asm, he has scanned the programmes in
the hope of hearing-records of Duncan’s
singing-but so far with no success.

SOME POPULAR TITLES
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF Ja S BACH, Yan Loon, 9/3 posted. A life of Bach for the
person who wants common sense sympathy, and a lively sense of personality,
showingwhy Bach wrote the sort of music he did?
A BANNED BROADCAST AND OTHER ESSA-YS, J. B S. Haldane, 16/3 posted: 56 Essays
by Britain's best known scientist, touching on diverse subjects and marked by the
author's clear reasoning andstimulating outlook.

FOR THE REST OF OUR LIVES, Dan Davin, 13/- posted: A finely-written novel of the2nd Division by an outstanding NZ: writer in England, evoking a real backgroundto their epic skory.
Toys: THEIR DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION; J. Kay and Cj T White, 14/6 Posted:
Mllustrated with many photographs and designs, this is a comprehensive descriptionof the art of toymaking in the home and in the workshop-
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COLUMBUS dutto-RadioWith

PoweaFul The new COLUMBUS AutoModel
MC7isahighlysensitiveradiowitha
rangeofreceptionequal to the bestofsevenvalvehomereceivers:Itisdesignedandconstructedinsuch
4 manner that noise from ignition
interference ispositivelyexcluded:
Thesetisbuiltinto twounitsoneof
which (the power supply) may be
housed under the bonnet or seat of
the car Thereceiverunit i8thereby
kept to minimum size and may be
installed inanycarwithoutencroach-62

6w ingonleg-room:Ioe

E Ma Price835.
5 Demonstration and further detaiksCons

availableuponrequest

EXTRAORDINARY PERFORMANCE
Operated in a standardmodel car andwithordinary telescopicauto aerialthis radio in Wellington,, for instance, will give daytime reception of COLQMBUSAuckland, Napier, Dunedin, Christchurch and Wellington stations. At
night, Sydney, Melbourne and many other Australian and New Zealandstations are within its range: And, in all cases; reception is absolutely

unmarred by engine ignition noise. RATO
The amazing performance of the new Auto-Radio Model Mc 7 will be
gladly demonstrated to any interested car owner. Demonstration cars areavailable to call by appointment: There is no obligation involved: 6UARANTEED For 13 Months
Call Or phone any Columbus Radio Centre In the following towns:
WHANGAREI, AUCKLAND, HAMILTON; ROTORUA,

SVSEORNGtoN;
NAPIER, HASTINGS, DANNEVIRKE, TAIHAPE, NEW PLYMOUTH,

WANGANUI, PALMERSTON NORTH, MASTERTON; NELSON; GREYMOUTH, CHRISTCHURCH, TIMARU, OAMARU
DUNEDIN, GORE, INVERCARGILL.
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