
FROM THE MAILBAG
Two Troubles

Dear Aunt Daisy,
I've had the misfortune to have a
small hole burnt through my new dress,
which I was wearing for the third time.It is a navy ahd white patterned silk.I was wondering if there is something
with which I could stick a piece of the
material underneath. It is a dress I
would not want to be washing.
The other question is about my alu-
minium kettle. I have been using water
from a bore during the dry spell, andit has left a coating inside. Is- there
something that would remove it without
damaging the kettle? VAatSa
The frock first-that is quite a fre-
quent accident, having a small_hole burnt |
in a frock. You can stick the patch: on

|

with clear nail varnish-use it sparingly,
and press the patch on neatly from be-

_
hind; or you could dip the patch in cold

|

water starch, lay it on, and press with |
a hot iron. The starch goes clear with|the heat, as it does when you starch|
anything with a cold water starch. |
Woollen materials with a wee hole can |usually be neatly darned with threads|
pulled from a loose edge in the seam.
The kettle can be fixed quite easily.|Boil up the kettle full of water, with a
teaspoon of lime in it. Or dissolve 2 |

teaspoons of borax in the kettle full of
hot water, and boil 1 hour. This loosens
the fur, which can then be thrown away.
Instead of lime, you may try using some
crushed egg-shells.
Caring for Nylons

=

Dear Aunt Daisy,I have recently been fortunate enough
to procure nylon stockings. The shop
assistant recommended me to soak them
in cold water for some hours before first
wearing them.
I read somewhere that stockings
should be soaked in methylated spirits
to make them longer-wearing. Is that so,
Aunt Daisy? You probably know aboutthis, as you've been over in the United
States while the Nvlons were the rage.

Nylons (Thames).
In America the directions for taking
care of nylon stockings are ‘ usually
affixed to each pair by the maker. I
have never heard of soaking either silk
or nylon stockings in methylated spirits,
nor would I advise it, especially for
nylon. You may be thinking of the tip
for making silk hlouses or frocks shiny
and a tiny bit stiff by putting a dash of |

methylated spirits in the last rinsing
water. I would not SOAK the nylons in
cold water, but simply squesze them
lightly through in weak soapy water, in
the usual way, quite quickly, just as
you have always done with your silk
stockings. Never wring them, just
squeeze a little and roll them in a bath
towel for a few minutes to get all the
water out; then hang them carefully to
dry, away from the fire. They dry very
quickly indeed. Soaking nylons in water
for a long time is apt to make them
fade. I know one American girl who
made two pairs last her four years, and
that is how she took care of them. Use
luke-warm water both for washing and
rinsing.

TWO METHODS OF MAKING
EXTRA BUTTER

e METHOD I: One breakfast cup of |milk; 2 heaped teaspoons cornflour; a |
good pinch of salt; and Yalb. of butter.|Heat the milk, then blend in the corn-
flour mixed with a little more milk. Add
as soon as the milk boils. Cool. Then
cut the butter into the cool sauce, and
/ beat it in. If you have any full creammilk powder-add 2 teaspoons with alittle more milk-it is an improve-
ment.
METHOD II: Stand 3 pints of milk
for 1 day, and then pour off the cream-it should be 1 good breakfastcupful.
Bring slowly to scalding point. Thicken
with 1 heaped teaspoon of cornflour and

|

1%4 teaspoon of salt, moistened with)milk. Remove from the fire, and chop |in llb. of butter. Beat well till it is|cold and firm. It can then be shaped |with butter pats. It makes about 2Ib.
|and does not have to be used straight

away.
|
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