
The piano appears to be the most popu-
lar instrument, with the violin a good
ond.
'. Nocalists are handicapped by the same
Tack of expression and understanding
in their singing. Many have studied
abroad and there are competent teachers
in Japan, but there has, it seems, been
a tendency to discontinue studying be-
fore complete mastery of the voice has
been achieved. A few Japanese, it is

true, have gained international reputa-
tions and there are some fine voices in
Japan to-day, but they are the excep-
tion rather than the rule. I attended a
performance of La Bohéme at_ the
Imperial Theatre and heard Yoshie Fuji-
wara sing the role of Rudolfo. Fujiwara
is probably the finest lyric tenor Japan
has produced, but his voice is now past
its prime and he seems to have no
worthy successor. The opera, incident-
ally, was sung in Japanese, with the
exception of the principal airs, which
were sung in their original Italian-a
peculiar combination. Owing to the
shortage of fuel, the theatre was un-
heated and the bitter cold of, the audi-
torium lent colour to the first act in
which the young Bohemians are seen
burning the poet’s manuscripts in their
stove in an effort to keep warm.
Not Built for Ballet

The opera was preceded by theballet Le Spectre de la Rose. Ballet
is not the strong point of the Japanese.
However harmonious the effect produced
by the united efforts of choreographer,
scenic designer, and lighting crew it is
at once ruined by the spectacle of the
squat figures and thick legs of the
dancers. The dancing was poor and the
orchestra no better. A few months pre-
viously, however, I had seen a perform-
ance of Le Lac des Cygnes at the same
theatre and had left at the end feeling
quite pleased with what I had seen. Jap-
anese ballet dancers, as with the musi-
cians, are badly in need of organised

practice and painstaking guidance. They
require regimenting into companies,
where they could learn to work as teams
and not as self-centred individuals,
Few serious compositions in the West-
ern style have been forthcoming from
Japanese musicians. Konoye, Otake, and
a few others have composed from time to
time but none of their works has won
a high place in the classical repertoire.
The adaption and modification of their
native music to Western forms would
seem to be the wisest endeavour for
them to pursue. The combination of
native rhythmic forms -to Western har-
monies would, I think, result in music
more to the taste of the Japanese pub-
lic themselves and also more readily
acceptable to the Western ear. And
such study, and the benefits resulting
from it, might well be reciprocal, Note-
worthy efforts have, of course, been
made already by studentsof both East
and West, but the difficulties are great
and progress slow. Some Japanese be-
lieve that the evolution of such a form
would endanger their traditional music,
a very reasonable fear, because such
music is one of the treasures of any
nation. However, the blending of musi-
cal forms of the West with the features
of Japanese music (and one might at
this point speak of Oriental music in
general) would, I think, assist greatly
the development of their native musicitself and would mark an important con-
tribution towards the progress of music
as we know it.

VISCOUNT KONOYE
One of a capable trio

SHORTWAVE
HIGHLIGHTS
HE ABC has three stations which
carry both their National and Inter-
state programmes on the shortwave band,
and these stations may be heard at
quite fair strength at present,
Stations, Frequencies, Wavelengths
and Times of Transmission: VLR, 9.54
mc/s, 31.44 metres (10.30 a.m.-8.30
p-m.) and VLR2, 6.15, 48.78 (8.45 p.m.
onwards), National programmes. VLHS5,
15.24, 19.69 (1.30-8.15 p.m.); VLH3,
9.58, 31.32 (8.28 p.m. onwards).
Headlines in the National Pro-
grammes: Nation’s Forum of the Air,
Wednesday, 9.30 p.m.; Over to Youth,
Friday, 9.0 p.m.; Week-end. Magazine,
by Frank Legg, Saturday, 8.45 p.m¥
Saturday Night Concert, Saturday, 10.0
p.m.; Current International Issues, Sate
urday, 10.45 p.m.
Headlines in the Inter-state Pros
gramme: . Sportscast (including com-
mentary by Arthur Gilligan on English
Cricket), daily except Sunday, 8.28 p.m.
ABC Hit Parade, Wednesday, 8.15 p.m.;
Wilfred Thomas Show, Thursday, 10.0
p.m.; Bob Dyer’s Dude Ranch, Friday,
9.15 p.m.} Saturday Night Drama, Sate
urday, 10.0 p.m.; The Village Glee Club,
Saturday, 11.20 p.m.

4 Message To YOU!time iscoming when unskilled labourwill be looking for jobs: On the othor
hand L.CS trained men withspecialized
knowledge will enjoy security and well
Paidpositions: WhichclasswillYoubein?
Secretarial Inst RadioEngineering.
Exams. Accountancya
General Education. Mathematics'A' GradeMechanic. Bookkeeping-Heating& Ventila- WorksManager.tion: School Certifcate:MachineShop
Practice: Draftsmanship:
Business Training: FoundryWork
DieselEngineer. Welding:
MechanicalEnga Plastics:
ElectricalEng. Refrigeration:
RadioServicing Carpentry.
Quantity Surveying DressDesige
Building Contractor: Journalism:
Cost Accounting StoryWriting
Steam Certifcates: Plumbing:
Wiremen"8 Licence. MarineExams:
Professional Examsa Show CardWriting.
Above are some of tho 300 LCS
Courses which can be studied inspare time: Send for details of
specialized training and the FreeICS: Prospectus:
Name
Addreae
Subject
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