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I commented on the novel procedure
in giving Miss Howard the job of super-
vising the welfare of women and child-
ren in departments other than her own.

“Yes,” she said, “I think this is a
remarkable forward step to put a woman
in charge of all affairs affecting women.”

“Certainly. But as a point of fact,
hasn’t your work been mainly among
men?”

“No, I would not say that at all, I
have always had all sorts of welfare work
and benefit work to supervise, and I al-
ways have women's interests in mind.”

“Have you found in your career, and
particularly in Parliament, that it has
been a disadvantage to be a woman?”

“Not at all. I have never been treated
other thain as an equal and a comrade.”

“You don't complain, like Dr. Edith
Summerskill, that men can put their
feet on their desks and women can't?”’

“If I wanted to put my feet up in
the House I would; but I don’t. 1 don't
like lolling."”

More than Feminism

“Do you think that women have a
special contribution to make in Parlia-
ment?”

“I believe we should have women in
Parliament. They can get there if they
train, but not just because they are
women. In Parliament a woman must be
more than just an ordinary feminist. She
must be educated to do the job. With-
out special training a woman might have
a very hard time. But there is need for
trained women in Parliament. [ get
constant appeals for help from women.
Many come to me just because I am a
woman, and quite regardless of party,
and they seem to go away brightened
up.” .

Miss Howard looks a woman of pur-
pose, “Has a political career always been
yaur ambition?”’
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“Not exactly an ambition. I grgw up

in politics. 1 always worked with and “4 ; 4 ¢ "
helped my father, and I never looked on | - W t F

politics as ambition, but just as a means %

of service to the community. My father’s

was a life of service.”
“And you continue his work?”

“I always hoped to follow on. All I ; 0”””6 ‘
am and all T ever will be is just due to S8
my father.” f,opf

I could not help noticing that Miss
Childrens

Howard did not hope to be this and that.

She does not picture herself in ambiti-
ous positions. She knows what she wants
to do and what she can do. It is tane
result and not the effect that counts.
“And you began where your father
left off?”
“I began at the age of 1314 when I
stood on a box in the Cathedral Square,
Christchurch, and recited oem by Rus-
cell Lowell" €d a poem by 7 Yes, there’s nothing like
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Time was up and as I shook hands
I asked whether Miss Howard had any 3
special message Tor The Listener.
“Tell them to make their crosswords
easier. I've never had time to finish one Distributors :
yet, and now I haven't @ hope.” Sharland and Co. Ltd.,

like it.
99 Dixon Street, Wellington.
-S.5

“Now I suppose you always fly?"”

“Fly? Not if I can help it, T dislike
it as much as ever. I shall never get
used to it. I'd rather tackle a big job
like this than face up to a flight.”

“What about your health and this
120-hour week?" 1 asked, though the
new Minister of Health did not look as
though she had given the medical pro-
tession any worries to date. ’

“Never had a doctor in my life,” came
the quick reply. “Just hard work, I've
never had time to be ill.”
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