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Somewhere in this strange 3ung|e full;
of apes and parrots and hyenss is to.
be found the shapely animal calied stan-
dard English. The plea for its acceptance
implies an attack, not so much on'
regional dialecis, as on the extraordinary
pattern of class-dialects that has come
into being after a century and a-half of
class disruption and “social capillarity.” :
Standard English speech is one of the .
several pillars of a democratic com- .
munity—and by that I mean a com-
munity in which democracy has come
to be, not a destructive and,anarchic :
force, but .a norm of social lnmg based
on the notion of spiritual equality.

Language is the matrix of our con-
scious™ in the Marxist sense, a different
means by which we recognise ourselves

as members of a community, and ex-
press ourselves as individuals. It is the !
link belween man and mankind. In that:

sensitive medium we shall expect to find
reflected, not only the subtle inter-rela-
tions between social groups and classes,
but also the attitudes of individuals 1o-
wards the society to which they belong.

The English working-class girl who
takes a job as a parlourmaid, and begins
to sprinkle aspirates liberally through
her speech, is trying to conform to the
social structure. She is not attempting
to climb on to the same level as her
employer. In dealing with other girls
who work for employers who are slightly
inferior socially to her own she will be
extremely haughty, and import a much
greater degree of snobbishness into the
situation than that which exists at the
top. By trying to speak in what she
imagines to be a genteel manner she is
making a ceremonial gesture of loyalty
to the class-structure of which she is!
a part. Because she accepts her posi-
tion willingly she has no oppressive feel- !
ing of sociel inferiority.

If, however, she bhecomes “class-con-
scious” in the Marxist sense, a different :
situation arises. She may sulkily assent
to her condition of servitude—in which
case she will probably drop any at-
tempts to “improve” her mode of speak-
ing Or she may become aggressive about !
it, and deliberately roughen her speech
in various ways, so that it becomes
cruder than that of her parents.

In theorising about these matters there .
is, of course, the danger of becoming :
fanciful. But I think the pace at which
people speak cften has a significant bear- |
ing on their social position. Country|
people generally speak slowly. They be-
long to a pattern of life that is more
leisurely than that of the hectic city.
The American drawl probably has some
connection with the easy, slow-moving:
life of the early colonists and settlers,
People in hot countries tend to speak
more slowly than those in cold climates. -
And people who have to get a great
deal of work done in a very short time |
tend to speak quickly and jerkily. At
the more highly-sophisticated levels of |
society there is often something -:lose |
to a conscious intention in the way
people regulate the pace at which they
speak. The Services wusually speak
erisply, to convey the idea of efficiency.
The Mayfair lady of ostentalious leisure
drawls, as if to show that she has plenty |
of time to say what she has to say—
even if it is not worth saying. Her ser-:
vants probably speak with that quick,
rattle of Cockney English one hears in |
East End pubs.

I am generalising, of course—throw-
ing out suggestions rather than trying
to lay down the law. In my next article
I shail have something to say about
New Zealand speech.
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MODEL S0 .

JHE RA0/0
Cl0-enminent!)

Chere is no finer radio yet conceived or built than the Model 90
lusirated bere. In ite application of discriminatory tone con-
trol and calibrated spreading of shortwave bands, Model 90 i.
teciinically the most modern radio of present times.

With these develop ts, Colunibus designers have built into
Madel 90 a flawiesy pcrfccliun of performance which any person
with a love of ic will i diately recognise as something

that completely over-shadows any alhrr radio, past or present.

“Radio Pre-Eminent” —a coloured descriptive book fully de.
taiting the characteristics of Model 90, is available upon requesi.

BATTERY OPERATION, Model 96, the equivalent of Madet 94
io 6-volt vibrator battery operation, is available in ali four
cabinet styles.

Model 90 “Endeavour” —£49-10.0. Height: 14}"; Width: 247;
Depth: 114" ,

Model 90 *“Escort” —£61.10-0.
Height: 39”7; Width: 254"
Depth: 137,

Model 96 **Convoy " —£65-0.0.
Height: 397 Width: 274":
Depth: 13”.
Meodel 90 “Squadron’—£74-0.0,
Height: 384"; Width: 36"
Depth: 144",

MODEL 90 ,

Guarantee of Performance and Satisfaction

Every COLUMBLUS radio is unconditionally guaranteed. For
twelve months afier sale, we service and attend to earh
COLUMBUS, at its owner's request, absolutely free of charge.
This guarantee is offered without any reservation whatever,
and our services will always be promptly, courteously and
gladly given. In that way we accept full and unqualified
responsibility for the quality and reliability of every radio
which bears our name.

COLUMBUS
RADIO .

Wwhangarei, Arckland, Hamilton, Rotorue, Gisborns,
Napier, Hastings, Dannevirke, Teihopn, New Ply-
mouth, Wangenui,” Palmerston North, Masterton,

Wellington, Nelson, Greymouth, Chmtchurch Timaru,

Oameru, Dunedin, Invercargill, Gore.

ADO

The Worid’s Worthiest Watch

A revelation in smart, stylish, modern designs. Chosen
by women with exquisite taste.

Sold and serviced by jewellars throughout New Zgsz2land,
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