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of faith towards the purchasers of land
in the town of Auckland it will be an
act of direct fraud and robbery un-
paralleled in the history of civilised
nations.”

Supporters of Auckland at times went
to great lengths to further their cause but
seldom further than when they quoted
from Captain Fitzroy's “Remarks on New
Zealand” a section concerning the suit-
ability of Auckland and Wellington as
capitals. Fitzroy of course was all for
Auckland, and this is what he said of it:

AUCKLAND'S

vaunt the superiority of Wellington over
Auckland, that everyone who has had
the opportunity of judging and who
gives an unbiassed opinion on the sub-
ject shouild confirm ‘Hobson’s choice.
Captain Hobson knew full well that
Wellington wanted what Auckland
possesses and which is essential for the
prosperity of a large commercial town
—an available country ground it and
a harbour safe and easy of access, for
it is the country which makes the town,
not the town which makes the countrv.

“spacious outer roadstead” is not visible in this picture, and

Wellington (opposite page), despite having an ‘“‘almost blind harbour,” appears
to have found safe anchorage for a greater number of ships. (Photographs from
the Alexander Turnbull collection)

“Auckland has many advantages in
point of situation, but it wants more
food and running water. A better posi-
tion might have been selected in the
same part of the island and one less
exposed to the wind and the rain would
have been more agreeable though pos-
sibly not so capable of defence as Auck-
land might be made. If Auckland 1s
not now in the best position for the
capital the only one superior is within
20 miles of that place. The harbour .is
very good and the land around it not
high and there is a spacious outer road-
stead, land-locked from preveailing or
indeed almost all winds, where fieets
might anchor in safety. The adjoining
coast is usually a weather shore with
smooth water. Within the harbour which
is long but narrow there are more than
four square miles of good anchorage.
Any ship may enter or depart under
sail.”

Of Wellington Fitzroy said, “Words
could not express the surprise and dis-
appointment with which Port Nicholson
and the town of Wellington were seen
for the first time. The port is too large
to be sheltered even from prevailing
winds and it has a long narrow entrance
from the open sea between threateningly
and really dangerous rocks, making it
almost a blind harbour. It is nearly
surrounded by high hills covered with
dense forest and appears to have but
little cultivable land in its immediate
neighbourhood. The stormy climate, and
the depressing prospect of the future
in such a locality during at least the
present generation, might well cause
sorrow that such a situation should have
been chosen.”

Hobson’s Choice

And next, consider the following piece
of fine writing: “It is a singular thing
that after ail the efforts made by the
New Zealander Company and its sup-
porters both at home and abroad to
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“Now when we look on this picture
and on this as given us by Captain Fitz-
1oy, we feel that we have in him con-
siderably strengthened our cause. He is
an officer of deservedly high standing
in Her Majesty’'s Navy, and one who
has spent most of his years in active
service in that branch of his profession,
which eminently qualifies him to be a
judge on such questions. His opinion,
therefore, is not likely to be treated
as careless or prejudiced—oprejudiced it
cannot be; he has nothing to lose in
Auckland, and nothing to gain in Well-
ington, by any change that might take
place: and we feel confident, that if all
who have spoken or written about the
towuships of Auckland and Wellington
had done it as conscientiously as Cap-
tain Fitzroy, the question as to the re-
moval of the principal seat of Govern-
ment from hence to Wellington, had
long since been settled—in fact, rt would
never have been mooted.”

The Editor of The New Zealander,
which printed the above fine writing
with such glowing accompanying praise,
overlooked the fact that less than 18
months previously his paper had rather
boldly stated, “that His Excellency was
either badly advised or entertained mis-~
taken views and prejudices, but how he
could deliberately place on record such
erroneous trash, to give it no harsher
term . . . . we cannot with all our re-
flecting powers imagine.”

Wellington Rejoices

The Wellington papers completely ig-
nored Fitzroy’s fine writing and criti-
cism of their own, and for a good
reason. During his sojourn in New Zea-
land Fitzroy made himself so unpopular
with the inhabitants of the southern
settlements that it was unsafe to men-
tion his name. When news of his re-
call reached Wellington in October, 1845,
it was hailed with as much enthusiasm
as the end of a war, Reporting the

event—and an event it was—the Well-
ington Spectator wrote:

“On Saturday night there were illum-
inations in Wellington in honour of the
joyful news of Captain Fitzroy’s recall
and several bonfires were lighted in dif-
ferent parts of the town. On Monday
night the Governor’s effigy, after being
paraded through the town carried by
three Maoris, was burnt in a large bon-
fire. . . . Everyone appears to be satis-
fied that the worst is past and con-
fidence and hope are rapidly reviving "
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Best of all, try and dodge
it by keeping fit.

If you can’t dodge a cold;
then go home and
stay in bed until it is better.

Drink plenty of fruit juices and
DON'T GET CHILLED.

If you are careless with a cold, you may
Symptoms of pneumonia are;

be a target for pneumonia.

A severe shaking chill, followed by fever, coughing accom-
panied by sharp pains in the side or chest, and often rust-

coloured sputum.

@ One type, virus pneumonia, starts slowly with a gradual
rise in temperature, a feeling of chilliness rather than a
shaking chill, and a slight sore throat with a hard cough
but little or no sputum. This, and some other types, do

not respond to sulphonamide drugs or penicillin.

When-

ever there are symptons, call the doctor quickly for

prompt diagnosis.
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