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BEGGS
RADIO REPAIR SERVICE
If your radio i8 not up to ForQuick,ExpertRepairsstandard-~if it crackles, hums,
or fails tobringin the stations at LowCost
a8 easily as it used to, re-
member,minor faults, if neglected, can
develop into serious troubles; putting
you to heavy expense in repairs. Act
quickly_~ring Begg'8 Radio Repair De: gBeaaspartment for expert repairs at low cost:
AlL work i8 executed by highly-skilled THE MUSICAL & ELECTRICAL CENTRE
technicians using modern precision
equipment; and with a full range of CHARLES BEGG & Co_ LTD80parts for ALL types of receivers at their
disposal: Begg'8 promptly collect and Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch;Dunedin, Hamilton, Palmerston North,deliver your radio, and unconditionally Nelson, Timaru, Oamaru, Invercargill:
guarantee all work Estimates free. RR.6.

For Geod Health
Goodhealth depends on manythings:
Diet is important: Eatplentyof fruit.
Get plenty of exercise. Sleep well.
Regular habits are important, too_
Keepfreefrom constipationwithNyal
Figsen, the pleasant-tasting tabletlaxative_ Figsen acts gently yet
thoroughly. No pain or discomforta
Nyal Figsen is made in New Zealandfor Nyal Company (NZ) Ltd_ 153
Albert Sta Auckland and is sold by
chemistseverywhere _24tablets__|/7-
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Antiseptic
Deodorant
Avoid throat

trouble.Gargleregu-
larly with 'Dettolin.
Dettolin is 9
powerful protection
made pleasant, re-
freshing and safe.It contains the
active germicidal

@dettolinprinciple of Dettol'
antiseptic. SCARGLEI

RECKITT & COLMAN
(New Zealand) Ltd:
Pharmaceutical Division
Bond Street; Dunedin.
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SCHOOL UNIFORM-and Other Things
} Written for "The Listener" by |
ELIZABETH ANN MILES

77 HENI lived in Canada I
had several arguments on
the subject of school uni-

form. Remembering that in the
days of my youth in England cer-
tain schools required their pupils
to wear a certain type’of uniform, I
used to take note of the varied cloth-
ing worn by the Canadian secondaryschool girls and boys and wonder if,
perhaps, it would be better for all
children to conform to a certain style ofdress.
During the depression, for instance,
there was a marked difference between
the clothing of children from families
Narad mt Dy snort time
and unemployment, and
those from families un-
affected. On the surface
it would seem that one
standard and type of
clothing would have
eliminated any taint of
class consciousness, would
have done away with
that sense of inferiority
that haunts an adolescent
who is less well dressed
than the average.
Then one day, while
fulfilling part of my ob-
ligations as a member of
the local Board of
Education, I attended
a .school assembly
period and watched tae
girls and boys file into the assembly
hall of a technical school. It was a large
school with a roll of approximately 900
pupils, a fair percentage of them from
outlying farming communities that had
been hard hit by the depression. For
many of them there was only one way
they could get a secondary education.
They came into the city and worked as
housemaids and baby minders for their
room and board. Somehow or other
their parents scraped together the neces-
sary money for their school books, but,I am positive that an outlay of from£15 to £20, such as is required for
the average New Zealand school uni-
form, would have been totally beyond
them. Since the school leaving age in
Canada is sixteen years, had_ school
uniform been compulsory, these country
children would have remained in their
rural schools working their difficult way
through secondary school textbooks as
best they could.
HAVE often wondered how New
Zealand parents managed to provide
their children with school uniform dur-
ing the depression. And I hope no-onewill tell me, as I have been told on
more than one occasion, that there was
no depression in New Zealand, becauseI now live in a district that was hardhit and where many of the young peoplestill bear the meztal and physical scars
of scarcity.
Apart from the question of cost, how-
ever, I used to think how nice it would
be if all children attending a school
could be dressed in a suitable uniform.
So neat, so clean, such a spirit of-well,
belonging, as it were. Looking back,
however, I don’t believe it would have
worked. Canadian children, and Canad-
ian parents are too independent to be
told what must and what must not be
worn. I remember the struggles the

principals and teachers of the second-
ary schools used to have to stop the
girls from using lipstick and rouge. I
don’t think they ever quite succeeded.
And after having lived in New Zealand
for some years I think that perhaps the
Canadian spirit of independence was a
good thing.
SINCERELY hope no-one will mis-
understand me if I say that perhaps
there is a little too much repression of

the young in New Zealand. I remem-
ber being partly amused and partly
shocked soon after my arrival here
when in a public park I offered to help
a prim little miss on to a merry-go-
round in the children’s corner. "Oh,"
she said, looking at me with big, round
eyes, "but I'm NOT ALLOWED!" I
have found out since that there are
quite a number of things that New Zea-
land children are "not allowed" to do,
things that would be taken: as quite
normal procedure in othér countries.
Getting back to the question of
school uniform, I wonder if it is* good
psychology to put girls just coming into
the bloom of young womanhood into
heavy navy blue serge gym tunics and
white blouses with stiff, uncomfortable,Peter Pan collars? It seems to me that
at the age of say, 14, the average girl
has reached the stage where the matter
of dress is of prime importance. A
young girl from the age of 14 to 18
years is going through her most sensi-tive period. She feels that she is grow-
ing up, and yet the tendency in NewZealand schools is towards the repressionof all her instincts of self adornment.
She must wear the school uniform. In
winter she must wear those horrible longblack stockings, and what girl can feelattractive in black cotton stockings?
Generally speaking, our secondary
school lessons in deportment, good
grooming and good speaking are excel-
lent where they do not become restrict-
ive, but I think that our girls would
benefit by being allowed to wear their
own or their parents’ choice in school
clothing, or if we must have a uniform,
surely we could devise one that allowed
the sun to get at some part of the bare.skin other than the face.
(continued on next page)

"I wonder if it is good psychology..."


