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Gould have run quite successfully with
benefit of nothing except its few trans-
lated sub-titles in English.)
Chaplin once knew perfectly the
secret of silent comedy (though he may
since have forgotten it), and so did
René Clair. There is, indeed, a good
deal in this film which reminds us of
Chaplin-the business with the tight
shoes, for example, and the fun with
the umbrella at the end. But most ofit is pure Clair, pure silent cinema,
and purely Gallic-the bald heads and
feathered hats, photographed from just
above, embracing one another, the
dance, that riotous sequence in the
Mayor’s office and, of course, the whole
theme of the thing. The British Film
Institute, which supplied this 16 mm.
copy to New Zealand, classifies The
Italian Straw Hat as one of the half-
dozen outstanding comedies in the his-
tory of the cinema, and I see no reason
to dispute that verdict.

PINK STRING AND
SEALING WAX

HE awful effects. of a
Victorian father’s repres-
sion of his children are de-
picted in this British film. It
should be an exciting as well
as an improving chronicle.

because everything leads up to a murder,but it isn’t, in spite of strong local
colour and some very nice bits of acting.
Mervyn Johns plays the stern parent,
an ultra-respectable chemist, and Gordon
Jackson is his erring son who, frustrated
by papa in an honourable romance with
a baronet’s daughter, forms a liaison with
the adulterous and homicidal wife of the
local publican, and becomes innocently
involved when she, wishing to be rid of
her husband, tries to make strychnine-
poisoning look like tetanus. Googie
Withers plays this Victorian menace and
is, according to the advertisements, the
successor to the Wicked Lady-a state-
ment which is erroneous, misleading, andno recommendation anyway. Itymay, in
fact, explain in part my lack of enthusi-
asm for Pink String and Sealing-Wax.

To the Editor

"CARAVAN"
Sir,-In view of the slight argument
over the merits of Caravan, your readers
may be interested in the following des-
cription of the film by Miss C, A. Le-
jeune (London Observer, June 2, 1946).
Richard of Anglo-Spanish blood,
Betrothed to a bashful British Bud,
Is clumsily shot by a gipsy set,In the pay of a wicked baronet.
Amnesia sets in, and what is worse,
He marries his Spanish gipsy nurse,
Leaving the Bud to the vile advances
Of the baronet (his name is Francis).
Defending her maidenhood in vain,
She runs away from the Bart. to Spain,And inadvisedly chasing the lass,
He’s sucked to death in a foul morass,
The Bart. goes down with a gurgle and
cuss. ,

The gipsy expires; being superfluous.
The Bud finds her ultimate refuge
from danger,In the beautiful arms of STEWART
GRANGER.

ARSENIC (Auckland). |

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT
K.K.: Thanks, The Little Man applauded
Wawny Pipit on February 22, 1946.

NATIONAL FILM UNIT
TRIP from Wellington to Napierin the Viking aircraft is one of two
items in the National Film Unit’s
Weekly Review No. 298, released on
May 16. The other item, Ruatoki Maori
Farms, shows what strides this Maori
farming settlement has made in recent
years. Ruatoki is twelve miles inland
from the Bay of Plenty, and what at
one time was a poor place is now a
prosperous district, different from otherdistricts in that all its farmers are
Maoris. The Native Department has
advanced the money for good housesto be built, there are two stores, and
the 116 farmers carry on their dairying
business under modern conditions.

SHORTSTORY WRITINGIf you are interested in Authorship a8 8profitable and fascinatinghobby then theREGENT SCHOOL OF FICTION WRITING
1s interested in you!
Save yourself disappointment and much
unnecessary struggle LEARN THEREGENTWAY! Our Home-Study Course is uniqueand our Marketing Service will sell yourstories for you
DO YOU WANT TO WRITE BUT FEELYOUDON'TKNOWHOW TO START?
Write now for details Of Our individualTraining and Specimen Lesson.

RegentSchool of FictionWriting
Dept. L, P.o. Box 97, TeAro,
WELLINGTON; N.Z

FOR QUICK AND
Extermination MICEof

Ropli(Poisom
prosphorus
All Chemiste
and Stores TheWorld's
GreatestRat-trapNzAgents: S:A:Smith&Co.Ltd,Auckland

( LUa K URADIOS FOR EVERY NEED
THB

malle,home]TW0 M0DELS 0F
TONAL QUALITY
6 VALVEBROAdCAST 6 VALVEDUALWAVE

ModeL 53
Coweite;

The designof Models 53 and 55 (broadcast and dualwave;
respectively) is based upon the well-founded preferenco thatexistsamong a greatnumberofpeoplefor8 radioofaverage
powerwhichpossesseshighqualityof tone:
In both these models qualityof reproduction i8 emphasisedratherthan 66distance-getting99 anda result isattainedtherebywhichapproaches tonalluxurywithoutdepartingfrommodestcosta These characteristics combine to make either radioaidealgelectionforthesmallerhomea
BATTERY OPERATION. Model 42, S-valve broadcast, and

ModEL55 similar in appearance to Model 53,jg availablewith vibrator
operationfroma6-voltbattery-[owette Write Or ask for coloured descriptive book "Radio for theSmallerHome99

Model53 66Corvette9o (5-valveBroadcast) _{26-0-0. Heighta123";Width:18}"= Depth: 9"
Model55"Corvette (5-valveDualwave) _ 829-10-0. Heights
12]"= Width:183" Depth: 9"

Guaranteeof Performance and Satlsfaction
EveryCOLUMBUSradioIsunconditionallyguaranteed. For COLUMBUStwelvo months after gale, Wo servico and attend to each
COLUMBUS,atitsower 8 request, absolutelyfreeofcharge:Thisguarantee i8 offered without any reservation whatever; RAD[Oand our services will always be promptly: courteously and
gladly given. In that way wo accept full and unqualified
responsibility for the quality and reliabilityof every radio NATION WIDE SERVICE
whichbearsourname: Whangarei, Arckland Hamilton, Rotorua, Gisborne:Napier, Hastings, Dannevirke, Taihape, New Ply-mouth; Wanganui, Palmerston North, Masterton,

Wellington, Nelson, Greymouth; Christchurch ,Timaru,51 Oamaru, Dunedin, Invercargill, Gore.

FOR


