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itself---though perhaps not without some
difficulty. A study in perverted mother-
love, based on the book by James M.
Cain, it presents Joan Crawford in the
role which worn her an Academy Award’
nearly two years ago (New Zcealand still
hasn’t caught up with Warner Bros,’ re-
leases). She's a mother who sacrifices
herself and ler husband for the sake
cf a sellish minx of a daughter; she
stops at nothing to give her daughter
everything she wants, and the result of
all this stupid pampering is that the
daughter not merely despises her, but
stops at nothing%eitlier- -not even mur-
der. T wouldn't call Miss Crawford’s a
great performance, though it is certainly
a competent one—as compelent as Mil-
dred Pierce herself, but cold and flat
and rather superficial. We see the re-
sults of Mildred Pierce’s dominating pas-
sion, and they are grim and exciting
enough, but we more or less have to
accept her own word for it that it is
her dominating passion; there is actually
little in Miss Crawford’s acting to ex-
plain. er even suggest, its existence. With
her daughter, an obnoxious type if ever
thete one (played with skill by
Aun Blyth), there is a difference: in
this case the cause as well as the effect
is sufficiently obvious.

Th® leading men of the story
(Zachary Scott and Jack Carson) sare
also worthless types, by-products of
social and economic attitudes which the
Americans, in their movies, make almost
no attempt to condemn but none to con-
ceal. The only character in the story
who arouses the faintest response of
sympathetic interest from the audience
is Mildred’s wise-cracking friend and
associate in the restaurant business
which is created to provide luxuries for
the daughter. This is Eve Arden, hard-
surfaced but warm-hearted.

was

Mildred Pierce opens well (the body
of the murdered man tipping forward
into the camera), creates a good atmos-
phere of mystery and suspense, pro-
ceeds to develop its narrative by means
of the flash-back, contains camera angles
to please the connoisseur, and manages
to hold the interest fairly consistently.
It is a much better {ilm than Cain’s
The Postman Always Rings Twice, but
a much less successful one than his
Double Indemnity.

Film of the Orchestra

THE Neational Film Unit, devoting the
‘" whole of one issue to the subject,
has done a very good job of filming the
National Symphony Orchestra at one
of its afternoon concerts for school-
children. Merely putting music on the
screen in this way is no small technical
feat—some of the problems involved
were reported in a recent issue of The
Listener—but the producer has been
equally successful in capturing the spirit
of the audience on this occasion. Anyone
who wants to know what the face of
young New Zealand locks like will find

it here. While the orchestra under
Andersen Tyrer plays . the “Fingal's
Cave” Overture and “Handel in the

Strand,” the camera explores the players
and the audience, recording expressions.
It is, of course, the sort of thing that
has been done fairly frequently in short
subjects from overseas, but I'm pretty
sure it has not been done better.
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‘Dettolin’ mowthwash
and gargle is fatal to
germs and leaves the
mouth fresh and
healthy., Its regular
Usc morning and
evening gives reul
protection, ‘There is
no better weapon
against mouth and
throat infection.

DETTOLIN |
MOUTH WASH

Antiseptic Deodorant
Cleansing  Refreshing

"‘DETTOLIN'

BRAND

MOUTHWASH & GARGLE

From your Chemist

Reckitt & Cohpran (New Zealand) Lid.,
Pharmacentical Nivision, Bond St., Dunedin,
Dn.v..
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For Short Stories, Poems, Songs and
Cartoons,
Fo?r Full Details, Write
CONTESTS, 129 Pencha St., ROTORUA,
NEW ZEALAND.
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From all leiding stores

® [t mokes lips as luscious,

as dewy-fresh, os inviting ds red-ripe fruit . o \ this
sensational new Contoure creation . o s BLACK
CHERRY LIPSTICK! A rare and lovely shade of;
deep, deep red thot captures all the romance
and magic of midnight, it goes on as smooth as @
dreom, and stays that way for hours. Wear BLACR
CHERRY. on your next cocktail date . ., with is
companion rouge, cream or dry. 6/e

and better beauty salons.

Made by the Contoure Company Ltd., Christchurch, under agreement
with the originators, A. Breslauer Co, New York, [o4:]
. —

HERE’S GO

RIDDANCE TO

obhh that sunny sensation
of warmth and comfort in
his chest when you rub on

VapoRub at bedtime. Howe*

good VapoRub feels as it
“draws’” and tingles, soothes
away discomfort like an old-
fashioned poultice!

Ahhh those penetrating,
pungent vapours—how good

they smell to his sore, stuffed-
up nose as he inhales their
active medication with every
breath . .. I8 times a minute!

This “inside-outside” action
goes on for hours during
sleep. Usually, by morning,
the worst of the cold is over.
Good riddance to it!

ICKS

. ’VAPORUB“

VICK PRODUCTS INC,, 122E 42nd 8treet, Eow York.




