AN [RISHMAN SEES THE ISLANDS
(And 2YA Plays Him a Trick)

author and engraver ot

“Lovely is the Lee,” “Sweet
Thames, Flow Softly,” “Coming
Down the Wye,” and other books,
has just come back to New Zea-
land after " 18 months in the Pacific
Islands. For the next few months he
means to stay here with his secretary,
Patience Empson, and a great bulk of
notes, to be sorted and cross-referenced
and transcribed. The product will be, in
due course, another Gibbings book, of
narrative and story and engraving.

It will not be his first Pacific Islands
book—he was in Tahiti 18 years ago and
published an illustrated folk story after-
wards. But he means it to be “a fairly
solid kind of book,"” and after 18 months
in Samoa, Fiji, Tonga, the Cook Islands,
and Tahiti, he has the material to make
it so.

We renewed our acquaintance with
this 20-stone bearded Irishman in Auck-
land when he arrived from Tahiti, and
he was ready for us with a story that
goes back to March of last year—to the

ROBERT GIBBINGS, the Irish_

evening before his birthday, which is on
March 23. It was a story he had re-
minded himself to tell The Listener
when he got back: On that Friday even-
ing, a party was being given for Gib-
bings on the Jawn outside the boarding-
house where he had been staying in

A “Listener” Interview

Tonga. Native boys were assembled on
the lawn with guitars, and the singing
was just about to begin, when the
woman whe ran the boarding-house came
on the verandah.

“Be quiet, everybody,” she says, “Mr.
Gibbings is going to speak.”

“The devil 1 am,” says Gibbings.

“But you are,” says the landiady. And
then sure enough he does. The native
boys are ail thoroughly mystified—Gib-
bings sits on the lawn, but Gibbings's
voice is coming from inside the House,

We looked up our files to check the
date—2YA broadcast one of the recorded
readings from “Lovely is the Lee” at
8.30 p.m. on Friday, March 22.

“It couldn't have been better timed,”
Gibbings told us. “A friend of hers had
heard the announcement that it was
going to be on, and knew we were stay-
ing there. So she rang up and told her
to switch it on.” :

Pearis and Perils

We began to ask in a general way
about the whole Polynesian venture, and
Gibbings produced a sheet of notes Miss
Empson had typed out for such as our-
selves—which informed us that out of
18 months in the Islands he had spent
nine in Samoa, several weeks each in
Fiji, Tonga, and Tahiti, and four months
in the Cook Islands.

He fished for shark in Tonga, with a
lure and a noose—to slip over their
heads when the sharks came alongside;
and for the octopus in Samoa, with a
lure made of cowrie shell to resemble
a rat, the traditional enemy of the octo-
pus. And while he was watching men
fishing for pearl shell in Penrhyn (an
atoll near the equator) a diver gave him
a shell to open. It contained a pearl—
a thousand-to-one chance.

ROBERT GIBBINGS
20-stone, but sucf-worthy

At some of the islands he visited, the
only way to land was over the reef in
a boat or canoe, waiting sometimes for
hatf an hour or more for the right wave
to lift it over. Gibbings himself was
never upset, but he saw other boats cap-
sized at various times, and people badly
hurt by being thrown against live coral,

(continued® on next page)

A He‘ssae To YOU!

A time is coming when unskilled labour
wili be looking for jobs. On the other
hand, I.C.S. trained men with specialized
xnowledge will enjoy security and well
paid positions. Which class will you be in?

Secretarial Inst. Radio Engineering.

Heating &/Ven}ila- Works Manager,

tion. .
Machine Shop .;cbool Cerhﬁcau.

Practice. raftsmanship.
Business Training, F°"““"Y Work.
Diesel Engineer. Welding.
Mechanical Eng. Plastics, .
Electrical Eng. Refrigeration.
Radio Servicing. Carpeitry.
Quantity Surveying Dress Desigm,
Buildisg Comtractor. Journalism.
Cost Accounting. Story Writing,
Steam Certificates,  Plumbing.

Wiremen’s Licence. Marine Exams.
Professional Exams, Show Card Writing.

Above are some of the 300 LC.S.
Courses which can be studied in
spare time. Send for details of
apecializ, training and the Free
1.C.S. Prbspectus.

Name .iuveassesacasesssscasssacnssna
Addres® seccecsevccscsrcccrsocsasees

Subject _seevsencasrvnnccncansccnesan
FILL IN COUPON AND POST YO

INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE
SCHOOLS

Dept. L.,
182 Wakefieid Sireet, Wellington,

16

Exams. Accountancy,
General Education. , Mathematics.
‘A’ Grade Mechanic. B yleeping. -

FINANCE

HE GOVERNMENT LIFE INSUR-
ANCE OFFICE is prepared to consider
advances on Freehold securities at reason-
able interest rates for terms of § years flat
or for longer terms under a unique Table

mortgage with provision for the periodical
revision of the interest rate.

Enquiries from

GOVERNMENT LIFE
INSURANCE OFFICE

Head Office, Box 563, Wellington
or any of the 18 District Offices
will receive prompt attention.

Lo at that
“GLINT”

» « » that lovely silky sheen ., . those
glamorous natural highlights. That’s
what Triple-Action Camilatone Sham~
poo does—why thousands of girls
use Camilatone regularly.

CAMILATONE SHAMPOO
IS “TRIPLE-ACTION"

(1) Super-Cleansing

(2) Intensifies the “Glint”

(3) Glorifies the Colour

A secret harmless ingredient in

Camilatone intensifies the “Glint”,

The TONRINZ that is included in

every packet of Camilatone glorifies
the natural colour.

MARVELLOUS

CAMILATONE

TRIPLE-ACTION
SHAMPOO

Agents: Houeastee (N.2Z.) Lo,

WAKEFIELD ST,, WELLINGTON. 26
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