
"Anne of Green Gables"
CORRESPONDENT in a recent
issue of The Listener asked why the
serial Anne-of Green Gables was being
broadcast at a time generally unsuitable
for children to listen to it. We are in-
formed by the NZBS that although thisfeature is at present sponsored on the
Commercial network at 1.30 p.m. an
errangement was made when the feature
was purchased that it would later be-
come available for the National stations
and would be broadcast at a time suit-
able for juvenile listeners. Aunt Molly
has arranged to play the serial in the
2YA Children’s Session as’ soon as it
becomes available. It is probable that
other National stations will also use it
in their Children’s Sessions, and that it
will be repeated over the Commercial
stations during the Children’s Session
at a later date.
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(continued from previous page)
things are discussed in the studios be-
tween representatives of groups with dif-
ferent viewpoints, and so we arrive at
the opinion of a cross-section of the
people."
"Who chooses the subjecis?"
"Every week the heads of the pro-
gramme departments confer and decide
on the subjects for some weeks ahead.
They represent all shades of opinion, so
there is always plenty of material. We
hope to go further and introduce con-
troversial broadcasting into

the school
sessions.’
Education for Adults

Adult education had been conducted
by the Norwegian broadcasting system
since 1933, Mr. Okkenhaug told us.
People formed themselves into listening
groups and the service put out pamph-
lets dealing with all sorts of subjects.
Libraries also helped by looking up
books on topics to be dealt with and
making them readily available to
readers.
"The radio does its best to elucidate
problems presented by the general pub-
lic, and we discuss social, political,
economic and industrial matters. We
have even dealt with free enterprise
versus State control. Radio cannot offer
the solution to all these problems, butit can start people thinkihg and talking."
We asked Mr. Okkenhaug where he
learned to speak his excellent English,"I started 16 years ago," he said.
"English is now the second language
taught in all the secondary schools andit is used pretty widely in Norway. We
teach it mainly because there is so much

literature about vital subjects published
in English, and we depend on it for
general information. And it is necessary
for a small people such as we are to
find a common medium of language.
When our young people matriculate,
they must pass examinations in English.
We have 50,000 pupils studying English
by radio-a colossal increase since the
war. They have two lessons a week and
go through a two years’ course of study
provided for us by the BBC."
Besides studying radio operation in
other countries, Mr. Okkenhaug is gath-
ering impressions of world education
systems and various industries. He be-
lieves that much of what he learns can
be of help to him when he returns to
Norway.
"Broadcasting is still a young industry
and as yet we don’t fully realise what
a power it is in the lives of nations,"
he said. "And it is extremely interesting
to see how other people use that power.
At home we have about 25 stations in
one network. There is no commercial
division as you have here, but our tech-
nical problems are peculiar because of
our high mountains and deep fiords and
valleys."

:

It’s Not a Small World
Before the war the Norwegian radio
did a certain amount of commercial
work with spot announcements, but they
were dropped because of the ease with
which they could be used for espionage,
and they had not been resumed. "When
the Germans arrived they went in for
some heavy propaganda work, so many
of \the staff left, and broadcasting was
carried on in close co-operation between
Norway and the BBC. The Nazis im-
posed the death penalty on people
caught listening to BBC programmes,
and many lost their lives."
We asked Mr. Okkenhaug what he
had learned so far on his tour. He said
that in spite of the saying, "It’s a small
world," it was actually a very vast place.
True, one could travel from New Zea-
land to the United States'in less than
a week, but that was the privilege of
the few. To the ordinary man distances
were still huge, but travel was a sure
way of broadening one’s outlook and
getting nearer a one-world concept. But
he was sorry to see that even in the
United Nations Assembly, speakers
viewed things purely from their own
national standpoint, which was not help-
ing to bring about world co-operation.
Broadcasts to Schools

"How do your school . broadcasts
work?"
"Very much on the same lines as in
New Zealand. Like you, we do not be-
lieve they should be com ulsory, so thebroadcasts can be included in the les-
sons or not, at the discretion of the
teachers. It is because radio is such
a powerful propaganda instrument that
the teachers have the option."
"How many schools have radio sets?"
"Before the war about 40 per cent.
of them; but the Germans took them
away. Now they are coming back into
use again."
Norway, too, has its broadcasting
journal, which goes under the name of
Hallo, Hallo, This unusual title was
chosen because the announcers’ custom-
ary introduction to an announcement or
a broadcast session was "Hallo, this is
Oslo."
Before leaving for a month in Aus-
tralia on his way home, Mr. Okkenhaugwill visit Rotorua to see something of
Maori life, and Feilding, where he is
anxious to see the community centre at
work,
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For the common man, the world is

still large


