RADIO VIEWSREEL

What Our Commentators Say

Little Drops of Water
‘L\UCKLAND listeners have had one
" more illustration (if even one more
were needed) of the power of suggestion
when the suggestion is made in a radio
broadcast. The broadcasts from the
Hydro-Electric Branch in Hamilton were
not only topical to the nth degree but
in the form they took had the rare vir-
tue of making good citizenship and civic
responsibility an exciting business. The
thought of millions of gallons of Waikato
water stayed in their course at the sound
of an announcert’s voice led inevitably to
speculation on how much better Mrs, Par-
tington or The Little Dutch Boy would
have fared if they had had the radio on
their side. A more practical speculation,
bhowever, would be just how much poten-
tial power could be saved if Auckland’s
bright idea were made the basis of a
regular competition between Wellington
and Auckland listeners. A goal for each
centre could be fixed on 2a consumer
basis and there might even be a prize
offered for the centre rn.aking the best
weekly showing—an extra half-hour of
listening-time would not come amiss!

Murderous

HAVE seldom been so infuriated by

any programme as I was by 4ZB’s
“*Murder by Music.” This programme
set out to prove, or suggest, in a most
condescending and unscientific manner,
that certain music actually has the power
to kill certain people who may be mis-
guided enough to Hsten to it. The co-
incidences of consecutive deaths after
performances of certain works were un-
blushingly used to suggest that the
deaths were really due to the effect of
the music. The composers whose music
was supposed to possess the deadly
power were Locke, Halévy, and Tchai-
kovski, the last named’s Symphony
Pathétique apparently being rich in
deadly destruction, many and varied
listeners naving died after being at con-
certs where it was performed. (At least
half-a-dozen, anyhow). No mention was
made of the thousands who have heard
the Symphony without ill effect, not
only once but several times (yourself,
reader, and I also). No scientific explana-
tion was offered, not even a hint as to
how the miracle of destruction was ac-
complished, At the ewnd of the pro-
gramme, the narrator put the whole
thing to his unseen audience as a serious
example of an Unsolved Mystery, asking
in an insinuating manner, “What do
YOU think?” Personally, I should very
much like to tell him what I think, but
it is quite unprintable.

Holiday from Noise

JOTHING but moans are to be heard

just now from the majority of my
fellow-listeners in Dunedin. Complaints
are as follows: (1) We can’t get to work
in time without constant nagging from
4ZB, and even if that station is willing
to give us the time every morning per
phone, what about those of us who aren’t
on the phone? (2) Why should the
South Island be restricted as to broad-
casting hours when we have electricity
to spare? (3) North Island listeners
can’t get many South Island stations
anyway, and it’s not likely they’d waste
power trying to get us during the day-
time. (4) What's to stop us from lis-
tening to shortwave? Personally, I think
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such complaints can be answered.

How did people kecp their clocks on the -

correct time before the discovery of
radio? (2) What is there so remarkably

thrilling about South Island daytime pro- ;

grammes that we cau’t bear to be with-
out them for a while? (3) Since most
power is wasted by that moron, the
“‘constant listener,” who leaves the radio
on from dawn till midnight but never
consciously listens to it, he or she will
not notice that the thing has been cut
off, anyhow. (4) Who has time for the

(continued on next page)
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i BOOKS OF PRACTICAL VALUE

ANYONE CAN DRAW, by Arthur Zaidenberg. 26/3 posted. A one-volume art course
by an internationally-known teacher which will, properly used, prove itself invalu-
able to anyone with even the slightest creative urge. Over 306 illustrations,

FURNISHING THE SMALL HOME, Margoret Merivale, 14/- posted. A well-illustrated
hook which will greatly assist the home-owner in furnisning so that the max-mim
of comfort, convenience ond good toste con be attained.

WEBSTER’S NEW STANDARD DICTIONARY, 13/9 posted. Everything that a diztionary
should be. 60,000 entries; brief, accurate, modern def.nmitions; phonetic system of
pronunciation, and clear, eacsy-to-recd type.

WELLINGTONy4 CO-OPERATIVE BOOK SOCIETY LIMITED,

M‘)l’ t:“N B""KS 48A MANNERS STREET.

WELLINGTON, C.1., N.Z.
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o MODEL 66 =
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Model 66, incorporating & sixth valve in a stage of radio«
frequency amplification, is a radio built to combine powerful .
performance and high quality of tone whilst still remaining in the
medium price field. It is the radio par excellence for the listener
whose sporting, musical or general interest ranges widely over
the various events which are broadcast from New Zealand —
Australian or worid shortwave stations.
BATTERY OPERATION. Model 70, identical in appearance to
Model 66, is availabie for 6.volt battery vibrator operation in
both *“Warrior” mantel and ‘‘Discovery” console cabines -
designs.

‘Write or ask for the coloured descriptive book

“POWER and PERFORMANCE”

Model 66 “ Warrior’—£35.0-0, Height: 12*; Width: 22
Depth: 9°, ’
Model 66 “ Discovery ’—£46-10-0. Height: 397; Width: 224*;
Depth: 127,
Model 66 **Pennant” Radic Gramophone—£57.10-0.
15%; Width: 227; Depth: 147,

" COLUMBUS

RADIO

GUARANTEE of PERFORMANCE and SATISFACTION

Every COLUMBUS radio is unconditionally guaranteed.
For twelve months after sale, we service and attend to
each COLUMBLUS, at its owner's request, absolutely
free of charge. This guarantee is offered without any
reservations whatever, and our services will always be
promptly, courteously and gladly given. In that way we
accept full and unqualified responsibility for the quality
and reliability of every radio which bears our name.

Heights

NATION WIDE SERVICE

Whangarei, Auckland, Hamilton, Gisborne, Napier, Mostings,

Dannevirke, Teaihape, New Plymouth, Wanganui, Palmerston

North, Mastertan, Wellington, Nelson, Greymouth, Christchurch,
Timaru, Camaru, Dunedin, Inyercargill,
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