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ELL, that’s how one person at least
reacted to the show. I’ve tried to

be honest. The very fact that the orch-
estra is at last in existence and giving
concerts is important. For bringing it
into existence the Government deserves
all our thanks. Whether its existence
is going to be of profound importance
is a question. to which an answer is not
possible just now. The answer will de-
pend partly on us-on our ability to giveit support continuously, but critically.
The nation, if it depends on the orch-
estra, does not seem to me to have been
quite born. To crab for the sake of
crabbing at this moment would be both
churlish and silly. Mr. Tyrer, as a con-
ductor, has been the subject of con-
siderable controversy; I must confess

that for me (and I am pretty certain
for the players also) some of the em-
phatic patterns he wove in the air were
devoid of significance. But it would be
both churlish and silly also to deny him
credit for bringing the orchestra as a
combination to the point it has reached.
What I wonder now is how much fur-
ther it is going to go. How much better
is it going to be? In a year or two we
shall know more about that. On the day
when it gives a first-rate performance
of a first-rate programme, and the roof
of the Town Hall goes sky-high, blown
off not by the brassOa by the en-thusiasm of three thouSand New Zea-
landers trained (by the orchestra) and
mature in musical judgment, then we
shall be able to talk in terms of the
birth of nations,

"PETER AND THE WOLF"

Orchestral Concerts for Children|
PART from what some of them
heard in the centennial year, and
what they may occasionally now en-
counter on the screen, there have been
few opportunities for New Zealand
children of this generation to become
familiar with orchestral music as pre-
sented. from the concert platform. But
in future there will be facilities for
filling this educational gap, for part of
the work of the National Orchestra of
the NZBS is to give programmes
specially designed for children.
Realising that the first step jn bring-
ing musical appreciation to a child is
through rhythm, and that the approach
should be joyous, the orchestra prepared
two programmes for presentation in the
main centres. The first was given in the
Wellington Town Hall on Friday, March
14; the second will be heard this Fri-
day, March 21, between 2.0 p.m. and
3.30 p.m., and will be broadcast by 2YA.
When children’s concerts are given in.
the other centres during the orchestra’s
tour, the main local station will handle
the "broadcast.
These concerts, which are in the main
for the benefit of post-primary pupils,
have been arranged by the NZBS and
the Education Department, which allo-
cates the seats. During the two Welling-
ton concerts, approximately 4,600 child-
ren will hear and see the orchestra. It

is suggested that teachers whose classes
tune in to the ordinary Friday broad-
casts to schools should allow the child-
ren to carry on with their listening to
include these concert broadcasts, but
that is purely a matter for the teachers
themselves.
All secondary schools have been cir-
cularised by the Education Department,
giving the programme and other details.
During an interlude there will be a
"walk through the orchestra,’ which
means that the conductor, Andersen
Tyrer, will give an explanatory talk
about orchestral works and the functions
of the different instruments.
The programme for this Friday’s con-
cert will be: Overture, "The Merry
‘Wives of Windsor" (Nicolai); a walk
through the orchestra; a musical fairy
tale, Peter and the Wolf (Prokofieff),
with Dermot Cathie as narrator; waltz
from The Sleeping Beauty (Tchaikov-
ski); "Praeludium" (Jarnefeldt); "Shep-
herd Fennel’s Dance" (Balfour Gar-
diner); The Sorcerer’s Apprentice
(Dukas), and three dances from "HenryVIII." (Edward German). Two of the
major works, Peter and the Wolf and
The Sorcerer's Apprentice were included
in Ernest Jenner’s broadcast to schools
on music appreciation last year.
Similar concerts will be given in the
other ceritres, and broadcast,
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