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SAN BRAN e

PUFFED WHEAT

A. picnic’s twice the fun
when there’s a really good-
tasting picnic lunch te go
with it, and it's twice as good
for everyone when that lunch
is nourishing as well.

That's why Marmite is a wel-
come guest at so many pic-
nics, because Marmite sand-
wiches — perhaps with crisp

'lettuce leaves or chopped

nuts for variety—are not only
good-tasting, but make really
good nourishing food.

Marmite’s grand, tangy
flavour adds zest to soups,
savouries and gravies too, or
turns a glass of hot water into
a rich, thirst-quenching drink.
Marmite’s a concentrated
vegetable extract, and what-
ever the weather, it kegps it's
freshness and its goodness
indefinitely.

A product of the Sanitarium Health Food

Company, Christchurch,
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'The World' |
‘Greatest Rat-trap -

All Chamists and Steres
N.Z. A(cntl 8. A. Smith
& Iid., Anckland.
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TROLLEY

‘WHEELS

strong Iron’ '!‘rolley
<. Wheels, two sizes,
- Price per pair, com-
plete  with =~ 18in,
axle, £4in. 8/=; 6in,
@/8. Postago on
one pair, 1/3; post.
age on two pairs,
2/-.

SKEATES & WHITE

LTD.

48 Fort i't.rut,
Auckland,

Relieve Asthma, Branchitis,
Cold:, Coughk, Catarrh.

All Tobacconlsts and
Chemlsts, or from
JOHNSTONE &
BRINSDEN LTD.
Nathau’s Bond Bldg.,
47 Customnsg St. East,
AUCKLAND, C.1.
(P.O. Box 133)

Packets, 10-1/1
Tins, 60 ~ 5/4
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Film Reviews, by G.M.

SPEAKING
CANDIDLY

GILDA
(Columbia)
AS you will notice if you
° " are observant enough, the
posters outside the theatre
do not announce “Rita Hay-
worth in Gilda” but “Rita
Hayworth as Gilda.” The distinction,
though a fine one, is of some import-
ance. It means that this film is what
is known as a vehicle for Miss Hay-
worth, and that it has been designed
not so much with the purpose of tell..
ing a coherent story or even of giving
her the opportunity to prove herself as
an actress, but rather of exploiting her
more obvious charms, So the good, ex-
citing opening, the tension of those early
scenes in the gambling salon, the gen-
eral air of intrigue and mystery—all
this is soon overlaid and comes to
nothing: the plot grows more and more
muddied and incomprehensible, while
the camera concentrates on Miss Hay-
worth; on her roguishly bared shoulders
above a filmy negligee, on the slinky
dresses that begin below the armpits,
the seductivell’ flopping hair-do, the
painted and perpetually-parted lips (the

‘girl seems incapable of closing her
mouth; it's almost as if she had
adenoids). “There never was a woman

like Gilda!” enthuse the advertisements,
and with the literal truth of that state-
ment I would not for one moment dis-
agree. But this doesn’t mean that she
is not very much in evidence. She is.
This film is, in fact, a sort of celluloid
strip-tease, its object ‘being to keep the
audience in a constant simmer of antici-
pation. Like all strip-teases it is un~
edifying, but unlike most it never really
gets going. And incidentally it proves

i just how cynical and hypocritical were

American objections to the low-cut
Restoration costumes in The Wicked
Lady: Miss Hayworth’s dresses are just
as revealing, and the camera lingers just
as long and caressingly as in %he British
film, But at least the Wicked Lady,
with all her faults, didn’t wiggle her
hips and croon “Put the Blame on

Mame.” .
% * * .

LONG with the sex goes the sadism:

you seldom get one without the other
these days. Gilda, a North American
beauty at large in Argentina, has two
husbands and, apparently, any number
of lovers; and most of them—especially
the husbands—seem to be intent on
being cruel to her. The first husband
(George Macready), a megalomaniac,
who runs a high-class gambling-den and
dreams of becoming dictator of the world
by cornering the tungsten output of
the Argentine, confines himself to men-
tal cruelty, an outcome of his passion-
ately jealous nature, But her second
husband (Glenn Ford) is more demon-
strative; he invariably scowls and snarls
at her and once or twice slaps her face,
while keeping her under a kind of house
arrest in Buenos Aires. This young man
(he locks much too young for the tough
job he undertakes) was once in love
with Gilda, you see, but now he has
developed a fiercely protective attach-
ment for his boss, the tungsten tycoon,
and this causes him to hate the boas's
new wife like poison. When the boss

NEW ZEALAND LISTENER, MARCH 21

¥



