
not now commonly making that mistake.
A like mistake is to pronounce the bad
spelling "decade" as "decayed," perhaps
stressing the first syllable, in spite of the
similar words monad, triad, octad,
myriad, etc.I never heard "Co-vent." The variant
is "Cuvvent"-and the "Cuvventry" so
detested by the people of the place. No-
body ever pronounces Magdalen, Kes-
wick, Harwich or Holborn as they are
spelled, any more than they do One,
Two, Dozen, or Possess. Perhaps "Ar-
gosy" should try Oamaru, Waitaki or
Negongotaha.
EDINBURGH (Cambridge).

Sir,-What some, at least, of the
writers in your columns seem to have
lost sight of is that pronunciation isn’t
static. A good pronouncing dictionary of
the beginning of the century will dis-
agree quite frequently with a modern
one such as the Concise Oxford. A word
in question is "ate,’ which is a bone of
contention between "Homey" and "Ar-
gosy." In my young days the usual pro-
nunciation was "ate," whereas now "et"
is, or should be universal. Again to pro-
nounce the "h" in words starting with
"wh" is now deemed pedantic, though
correct 30 or 40 years ago. There are
many similar cases.
To my mind it is a great pity that
the NZBS gives so little assistance in
standardising pronunciation. Announcers
themselves are often to blame for popu-
larising incorrect speech (unfortunately
the BBC itself is not entirely blame-
less). Professor Arnold Wall has done
good service by his booklet and broad-
cast talks in pointing out some of the
more obvious traps in speech, but he
can’t compel his listeners to follow his
direction, I think a lot more could be
done in primaty and secondary schoolsto standardise speech, as we are in grave
danger of adopting some of the ugliestof American slang words. I am far from
claiming that slang should never be used,
as much is effective and picturesque.With regard to "Argosy’s" complaint
about the multiplicity of dialects in the
United Kingdom, surely he realises that
such variationsof a common stock arose
mainly from the lack of good communi-
cations until a century ago and are veryinteresting from an etymological pointof view.. Dialects should not be termed
incorrect speech as they are merely sur-vivals of an earlier mode.
R. S. W. HUNT (Tauranga). |\AmS 18 an interesting discussion, but it

has lasted a long time. We must now bring itto a close.--Ed.)

OSCAR NATZKE
Sir-Could we not hear more of
Oscar Natzke’s beautiful bass voice in
the programmes please? The majorityof the population here like good music;
the Lili Kraus concert recently heldin the Cathay Theatre, Kerikeri, with
a record attendance, substantiating that
fact. The morning programme, 9.30 to
10 a.m., is really worth listening to, and
helps the housewife considerably with |the daily chores, Oscar Natzke is one of
New Zealand’s sons, and we are proudof him. A MUSICAL KERI-ITE

(Kerikeri).

TREES! TREES!GIVE YOUR GARDEN OR FARM THE
SHELTER IT DESERVES

Tree LUCERNE Grows 6-8ft. a Year
Unequalled for the homne garden.Gives Sou 4 supply #0f Pea, Tomato
Stakes, etc: This season's seed:2/- per 0z. Will do a chain:
D. 8C0 TT76 Carruth Road, Papatoetoe

"Look Ref! 0'B Football Boots!
Still in short supply_
80 order now from your
footwear store:
2They're worth a try.

WITH THE STUDS THAT
CANNOTHURTTHEFEET- 0'B
FOOTBALL BOOTS
MADE BY M: O'BRIEN & Co. LTD, CHRISTCHURCH:

OB5

{50FORAPHOTOGRAPH0FAsMfel
SvE andwin �50 A prizeof 250 is offered by the Proprietors of Listerine Tooth Pastefor the photographof the bestsmileand fashing teeth sent in by June30, 1947 in addition, commenc-ingwithJanuary,aprizeof 25willbeawarded each month for the best
photographsent in thatmonthand consolation prizes of E171/:will also be awarded.

Open to all menHow's Your Smile and women whoTo-day3 use Listerin eA smiling face and nice teeth Tooth Paste.regularly cleaned with Listerine
Tooth Paste make the biggest con-tribution to feminine charm and
beauty.

CHANGE To LISTERINE Tooth Paste
and enter for the 850 Prize

Listerine Tooth Paste contains Lustre Foam which foams and washesaway food impurities; resists decay and beautifies your teeth without
damaging the most delicate enamel that's why beautiful womenall theworldover chooseListerine ToothPaste change to ListerineTooth Paste and watchyoursmile improve.
The Lambert Pharmacal Co (NZ:) Ltd, 64 Ghuznee Street; Wellington


