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CAROL REED, one of the men whohave introduced a new spirit and
a new excellence into British films. He
was the director of "Laburnum Grove"
(1936), "Bank Holiday" (1938), "The
Stars Look Down" (1939), "Kipps"
(1941), and "The Young Mr. Pitt"
(1942), but kis maturity as a film-maker
dates from the later war years when
he directed "The Way Ahead" (1944),
and "The True Glory" (1945, with
Garson Karin, of U.S.A.).
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Renoir, the Frenchman whose splendidly
simple and honest film The Southerner
came in for so much praise in this col-
umn a week or so ago. I think it may
be*kindest to suggest that Renoir lent
himself to it in a mood of peevish per-
versity brought on by an acute attack
af Hollywooditis, and is probably now
regretting that he did.
True, there is a certain indefinable
quality about some aspects of the new
production-the costuming, the lighting,
and the atmosphere of the little village
-which, \though indefinable, will pos-
sibly be defined by the cognoscenti as
typically French: and it may be that, ifI knew more about surrealism, dada-ism,
or even elementary psychology, I would
appreciate what the co-producers, Bene-
dict Bogeaus and Burgess Meredith, as-
sisted by Director Renoir and the cast,
are getting at in this version of Octave
Mirbeau’s 19th century story, Celestine-The Diary of a Chambermaid. How-
ever, at the risk of being immediately
discarded by the cognoscenti as an ig-
noramus and a Philistine, I must reit-
erate that I found it a mess-as much
of a mess as a painting by Salvador
Dali, which it somehow resembles.
The scene is laid in Francein the
last quarter of the 19th century, and
Paulette Goddard (in private life Mrs.
Meredith) plays Celestine the chamber-
maid who goes to work for a rich pro-
vincial family in the hope of living a
quieter and more profitable life than
she has found in Paris. A wealthy hus-
band is what she chiefly wants, and at
least there is no lack of suitors. Almost
from the moment she arrives she is
pursued with amorous intentions by the

crazy old master of the house (Regin-
ald Owen); by his even crazier old
neighbour (Burgess Meredith) who
capers madly about the garden hurling
rocks into glasshouses and who subsists
on a diet of roses and water-lilies which
he gobbles up at every opportunity; by
a sinister thieving valet (Francis Led-
erer) who has a nasty habit of killing
geese by sticking a steel spike through
their brains, arid who finally disposes of
that silly old goose, the flower-eater, by
the same method; and by the son of the
house (Hurd Hatfield, ex-Dorian Gray)
who looks like R. L. Stevenson and is
consumptive as well as neurotic. Two
other choice specimens, both of whom
appear to suffer from some form of
Oedipus complex, are the mistress of
the household and the fat housekeeper
of Mr. Meredith, the former being also
afflicted with severe class-consciousness.
Amid all these more or less patho--
logical types, Miss Goddard somehow
manages to retain her sanity and even
succeeds eventually in getting herself
a rich husband — True Love triumphs
over T.B.-but I shall be surprised if
any audience retains its patience let
alone its sense of humour much past
the point where the story ceases to be
a joke and degenerates into a welter of
novelettish melodrama,

BLACK ANGEL
(Universal)

"HIS minor murder mys-
tery is considerably more
enjoyable than a gdod many
more pretentious efforts, al-
most the least satisfactory
thing about it being the

title. This presumably refers to a jew-
elled brooch worn by and stolen from
a blackmailing woman (Constance
Dowling) on the evening when she is
murdered by a person or persons un-

~ known. The police, however, and a jury
are in no doubt about who did it: a
man who was being blackmailed is
condemned to die. But while he is await-
ing execution, his wife (June Vincent)
starts looking for the missing brooch in
the hope that she will find the real
killer attached to it. She is assisted in
her search by the husband of the mur-
dered woman (Dan Duryea), and the
trail leads them into some tight corners
and the audience inte some pretty ex-
citing suspense. The tightest corner is
‘occupied by Peter Lorre, asa _ night-club owner with a murky past and a
tough bodyguard.
While trying to find a satisfactory
solution to the classic problem of who-
dunit, the story develops an interesting
romance between the husband of the
murdered woman and the wife of the
condemned man: interesting, and quite
refreshing, in that the wife remains
faithful while obviously susceptible, to
Mr. Duryea’s slightly saturnine charms.
And Mr. Duryea isn’t a simple type
himself: he has a fondness for the bottle
which makes parts of Black Angel re-
semble parts of The Lost Weekend. By
withholding the reprieve of the con-
demned man until the last possible min-
ute, even after the real murderer has re-
vealed himself, the film prolongs itself
almost to the point of anti-climax; but
what with bouts of dipsomania, third-
party romance, and visits to a night-
club, a director who appreciates the
importance of detail, and skilled per-
formances by Duryea, Lorre, Miss Vin-
cent and others, Black Angel adds up
to a neat and reliable thriller,
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In a quaint caravan there5 @ lady theycall the GIPSY.
Hear itl Sing iteWhistle itl
Play itl Enjoy itl
The Song Hit that has swept the World
BUY YOUR Copy Nowi

NEXT IN POPULARITY-"No CAN DO
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"IT'S BEEN A LONG, LONG TIE"
"ON THEATCHISON;TOPEKA AND
THE SANTE FE"

"SEEMS LIKE OLD TIMES"

"TILL THE END OF TIME"
(Based on Chopin's Polonaise in Ab.)
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Years;; 'In a Moon Mist 'Lullaby ofthe Bells 'Bell-Bottomed Trousers "Letit Snow "'Sentimental Journey Thine
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