
1933. he realised that music, rather than
medicine, was his life, and he founded
his Orchestra, a body of 18 young pro-
fessionals from the Royal College of
Music and the Royal Academy of Music.
He chose boldly-young flayers whose
enthusiasm and vitality might sustain
nis venture. They rehearsed every Sun-
day morning for six months, ani then
gave their first concert in the Aeolian
Hall. BBC representatives recommended
engagements for them at once, and re-
cording contracts were offered imme-
diately.
Over 100 Recordings

Neel then gave up his medical career,
and has never regretted it. Small orch-
estras then were few, and he knew there
was a vast amount of first-rate music
for s‘rings that was barely known tu the
public. He believed he could iuucrease
the demand for such music, and nas
succeeded in doing so. Recordings began
in the first year, and over a 10" works
have now been done-including a good
deal of modern music for strings, and
all. of Handel’s Concerti Grossi for
strings. The orcitestra also gave the first
performance-a private one-ever given
in the Glyndebourne Festival Theatre.
In 1937 he was invited to take his
orchestra to gi-e a concert of English
music at the Salzburg Festival, and thus
it became the first foreign orchestra to
play at the Festival. It was also the
youngest band of players that had ever
been heard there. The conductor him-
self wes only 32 at the time.
Wartime Activity

When the war came, *: looked at first
as if six years’ hard work might dis--
solve in‘o nothing. The players were all |

in age groups that were wanted for the
forces, and they quickly went-including
the leader, Frederick Grinke. Boyd Neel
returned for a while to medicine. But
as everyone krows nov Britain discov-
ered after the first panic that music
was as necessary in war as in peace-
if not more so-and Neel started to re-
assemble the orchestra with some sub-
stitutes for those who }..d been called
up. Before long he was overwhelmed
with other work as well-he became
Music Adviser for the London Region
to ENSA; and worked with the London
Regional Committee that was respons-
ible for education in the Services. This
meant administrative work, lectures, and
conducting at CEMA concerts.
With the orchestra, he went all over
England and Scotland, and to the Ork-
ney Islands and Scapa Flow. Alone, he
visited the Navy, wherever it happened
to be, to give lectures. In the Adriatic
he was passed from one minesweeper to
another.
The orchestra still plays at some fac-
tory music clubs that have survived,
and Boyd Neel says that the music
which invariably bro._.t the greatest
applause was Bela Bartok’s Diverti-
mento. It brought, factory audiences to
their feet, cheering. Benjamin Britten’s
music also was popular with such audi-
ences.
Last year Boyd Neel recorded the six
Brandenburg Concertos of Bach, and
they were all to be played at 15 dif-
ferent centres during the winter. But
that plan is probably one of the many
things that have had to be suspended
in Britain this winter. In London, the
orchestra’s home is the Chelsea Town
Hall, and it plays there each Monday
night in the seasqn.
Several recordings of the Boyd Neel Orch-
estra will be heard in next week’s programmes-for instance, 1YA, Wednesday, 2.30 p.m;2YA, Tuesday, 9.45
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3YA, Thursday,
7.57 p.m.; and 4YO, 10.17 p.m.
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Tell you what 1 notice, Mac. More and
more girls with these converging fashion markson theirstockings:
Yes,Aussie,andthe taperheelas well: Whenyuuscc
them both togetheryou know itmust be
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For The Art Enthusiast
THREEFURTHER TITLES IN THEFABER GALLERY SERIES; which

4S designea eventuallyto cover allEuropean schools Edited by Mr R H Wilenski, the art critic and art
historian, each book 'has an introduction and notes on the individual pictures Dy aneminent 'authoritv, and contains ten or more coloured plates The price ot each bookis 9/6 posted
SIENESE PAINTINGS. Introduction and notes by Tancred Borenius
FLEMISH PAINTINGS: Introduction and notes by Thomas Bodkin.
ENGLISH OUTDOOR PAINTINGS: Introduction and notes by R H; Wilenski.
Many of these pictures have hitherto never been reproduced in colour, and the
quality of the plates is superb
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