THE PHILOSOPHY OF FISHING

HAVE been fishing since early

morning, and I am fishing still,

and .am likely to go on fishing
until something has turned up.
Evidence, I know, might belie the
first of these assertions; for rhy
basket, if opened, would reveal an in-
terior blandly innocent of fish. In ex-
cuse for this shortcoming I should add
that no manner of fish, great or small,
wild or tame, has appeared in these
reaches all this quiet day. At least, I
have not seen any.

To be sure, I am not a good fisher-
man. In fact, between ourselves, I am
a remarkably poor one. But, as my
friends point out to me, I am still only
a novice at the game; I have not yet
got to the gum-boot stage. On the con-
trafy, I am one of those who, when
they go to the country, delight to fish
from the parapets of bridges. I am fish-
ing from a bridge-top now.

Behold. me, then, in the throes of
angling. With my pipe drawing well, and
my tackle swelling bravely from the
rod, 1 have aettled down to wait. Time
being of no great importance to me—
I am on holiday—I can give myself up
to the dey. And it is a day worth giving
oneself to.

“Pondering this pleasant saying”’

\X/ARM, sunny, and cloudless, it is, I

think, as I look around, an ad-
mirable day for fishing. The trees are
fresh and green, and green, too, are the
banks of the river, and greener still the
young wheat springing in the fields close
by. And in the air itself there is
flavour as of ripening orchards (which
is absurd, of course) and a tang of salt-
sea brine, and something which might

be gorse, or eucalypt blending with ming
and sweet brier rose.

Chuckle and splash, chuckle and
splash, goes the river on its way. . . .
Chuckle and splash, chuckle and splash,
a monotone, hushed, unceasing, . . .

“Good things,” said Pope Gregory
once, “are not to be loved for the sake
of places, but places for good things.”
Pondering this pleasant saying, as I
drowsily listen to the murmur of sound
from below me, I feel how right it is.

FOR the charm of a place lies, in-
deed, not so much in its setting,
as in the “good things,” the associationg
-—shall we say?—that endear it to us.
Without these associations, these “good
things,” a place remains only a place.
And this may explain wiy I am fish~
ing here to-day. I come here every year,
It is my “way of escape” from the city.
I come to this place to fish, and to Te=
new, surreptitiously, my acquaintance
with myself. . . . .

STRANGE to what depths of forget-
fulness the sound of & stream can -
plunge one sometimes. Here have I
been standing, how long I do not know,
unaware of an insistent small tugging at
(continued on next page)

P P P R Ry MEhan o e

<i‘|

- FAMOUS LIGHTHOUSES..

No. 5 THE FASTNET

4t miles our to sea from the
most South Westarly point of
Ireland rises the jagged formid-
able shape (a)f the Fastnet — the
Western Outpost of * Europe,
Perched on top of the rock is the
original cylindrical iron tower,
first lit in 1854. The present
magnificent beacon, rising sheer
rom the water's edge was come
plesed in 1906 after a lomg
struggle against sea and tide.

For 77 years, the Gov-

ernment Life Insurance

Office has been a beacon _
of protection for the N
financial security of
thousands of New Zea-
landers. 100°%, Mutual,
1009 New Zealand, with
assets of £14,000,000 it
renders an unsurpassed
service to New Zealand-
ers—a service designed
specially to meet their
Individual requirements.
Consult the Govern-
ment Life insurance
Office about your in-
surance problems %
NOW. 4l
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A Message To YOU!
A time is coming when unskilled labour
wilt be looking for jobs. On the other
hand, 1.C.S. trained men with specialized
knowledge will enjoy security and well
paid positions, Which class will you be in?
Secretarial Inst, Radio Engineering.
Exams. Accountancy.
General Education.  Mathematics.
‘A’ Grade Mechanic. B L)oeping,

H.t'i:::. & Ventila~ Works M m;or.

School Certifcate.
Mackine Shop  Draftsmanship.
Business Training, Foundry Work.
Diesel Engineer. Welding.
Mechanical Eng. Plastics,
Electrical Eng. Refrigeration,
Radio Servicing. Carpentry.

Quantity Surveying Dress Design,

Building Contractor. Journplism.

Cost Accounting. Stary Writing,

Steam Certificates.  Plumbing.

Wiremen’s Licence, Marine Exams.

Professional Exams. Shew Card Writing.
Above ars some of the 300 LC.S.
Courses which can be studied in
spare time, Send for details of

specialized training and the Free
I.C.S. Prospectus.
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FILL IN COUPSM AND POST TO

INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE
SCHOOLS

. - Dept, L,
132 Wakefield Street, Wellington
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