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Beautifully new
but richly experienced
In vividcontrast to the drabness of post-war
economy,CourtenayoffersYou a new beautyof
cabinet design and technical perfeccionthat is
bothstimulatingandsatisfying:
Behind each individualCourtenay lies the ex
Perience of over seventeed years of radio
manufacturinginNew Zealandand a record for
dependability established right in thousandsof
New Zealand homes. Ask the man whoowns
one andhe'IltellYou_ ofcoirse it'$good,it'$
designedandmadeforNewZealandcondicions:

There is a Courtenay Dealer in your town:
Distributors:TURNBULL 6 JONES LTD

Auckland, Wellington; Christchurch; Dunedin,
Hamilton; Palmerston North:

Cuulenay(Ohexe$ no Comgromise with Quality

VIEWSREEL (Cont'd)
(continued from previous page)
slab of the first movement of Stravin-
sky’s Rite of Spring; went on through
several obviously experimental or
eccentric pieces, deviated for a moment
to Duke Ellington and a crony being
funny on some kind of bassoon, and
wound up with Mossolov’s Steel Foun-
dry-a child of the Five Year Plan
which, be it said here and now, ex-
hibited under a cloak of surface strange-
ness, all that laborious anxiety to depict
the fruitfulness, virtue, and happiness of
the existing state of affairs which ac-
counts: for the stodgy unoriginality of
most Stalinist art. It was quite obvious
that the works in this programme were
not selected on the basis of any interest
in the study of modernist music, but
simply because all, irrespective of their
widely differing merits, happened to
sound viglent, discordant, and odd; and
because on this quality a facetious com-
mentary could conveniently be hung. I
don’t think, in point of fact, that the
joke was particularly successful-the bad
stuff was too depressing, and the inter-
esting or vital stuff too clearly out of
place-and the vague suggestion I de-
tect behind the arrangement of "Or-
deal," that all modern or experimental
music is matter for rather left-footed
humour, has lost none of its. power to
exasperate as it has grown more familiar.

Family Argument
\VHAT I found most striking about2ZB’s Voice of Youth session when
I heard it for the first time on a recent
Sunday was the participants’ complete
lack of self-consc ousness in front of the
microphone. In fact, one might have
been listening in to one of the better-
conducted family arguments, with all
the contributors quite uninhibited and
permitting themselves an occasional] :n-
dulgence in loud derision. That few
family arguments are so well-conducted
is probably due to the fact that the
average pére is not as much a specialist
in the job as 2ZB’s compére. Another
interesting feature was the way the chil-
drer tak.ng part tended to. typecast
themselves-the gentle but authoritative
. female Darcy (May, I think it was), and
-the Tough Guy who interjected "In-
famous, not Famous,’ when somebody
referred to Shakespeare’s famous
speeches. The topic for discussion, by
the way, was "Do you enjoy the study
-of Shakespeare in school?" or alterna-
tively "Does the study of Shakespeare
in school spoil your apprec ation of
him?" It seemed to be a case of Quot
homines, tot sententiae, and the compere
was as hard put to it as UN to find a
permanent meeiting-place. But with the
infinite patience and cunning of a Chips
Rafferty getting his mob across Aus-
tralia or a Noah his animals into the
Ark, Mr, Edwards at last. got his little
team nfarshalled on the common ground
of "Whether you enjoy or do not enjoy
the study of Shakespeare in school de-
pends entirely on the way it is taught."
Not a surprising conclusion, and one
we had already reached ourselves un-
_prempted by the Voice of Youth, But
e session’s value is not so much in its
intellectual content as in its human in-
terest, and from this angle we strongly|

recommend it. It ismoreover one of the
few Youth Shows which deal with
bright, not flaming Youth. :


