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useful from the purely journalistic
chgtter. But after I had applied and
applisd they apparently decided that I
was & harmless and amiable chap and
let me see 2 good deal of what I wanted
to tee. And then I found the Russians
very generocus and only too willing to
talk and explain and show me round.”

“Even the Bees Work for Stalin!”

I had read Professor Ashby's scripts
80 I knew about some of the places he
had visited—such as the research insti-
tute of bee culture, where the bees are
trained to concentrate on nne particular
kind of flower. Professor Ashby told me
that the methods used in that institute
sre already being used now in Australia,

“A remark that was made to me at
that institute when I was being shown
the work illustrates something about
the naive and simple character of the

SHIP'S CAT

On a chair in the lounge of the
Sydney Star a black and white
cat stretched in rhythmical sleep.
I admired and bent to siroke the
very gloysy and healthy looking
coat.

“That’'s the ship’s special cat;
she lives this end—all the rat-
catchers live the other end,” said
& steward who came through just
then.

“Is she Australian?”’

“No, not her. She’s a pure Lon-
doner. Came to us as a kitten and

now she’s going to have her first
batch of kittens herself soon. She's
& nice little caf, very friendly.
With seven children on board this
trip the kittens will be a great
event.”

“They’ll be Australian kittens
1 suppose.”

“Not at all. They'!ll be New
Zealand kittens, She met the
father in Auckland and she
brought him aboard-—he’s com-
ing along with us.”

I still wasn’t sure that they'd
be New Zealand kittens and in
the end we agreed that they’d be
Pacific kittens.

Russian people as a whole,” Professor
Ashby ssid. “This particular young man
showed me some bees hard at 'work
and ¢sid with pride, ‘You see, in Russia
even.the bees work for Stalin!” Another
characteristic they have is even more
charming: they all love flowers. I used
to go out into the country in the week-
ends and there would always be people
coming home with bunches of flowers
they had gathered. Once an old man with
whom I’ could. exchange only the most
rudimentary conversation, sat in the
corngr of the carriage with a huge bunch
of primroses—must have taken him
hours to gather—and at the end of the
journey he carefully divided it into two
and thrust half upon me. And that was
not by any means an isolated kindness.”

“You Can’t Answer Back”

“And could you manage the language
in scientific circles?”

Professor Ashby groaned, “Russian is
& real hurdle. You struggle and struggle
and at last you come to the stage where
you're rather like a dog—you can under-
stand but you can’t anawer back. I
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Wood eating insects ~ particularly imported
species — are increasing alarmingly. One
reason is that man has supplied them wjth
& super-abundance of food by firing and
milling forests and by building houses. Ig
your home providing a me?l for this voracious
pest? Get rid of it the safe, certain BORA-
CURE way before the damage becomes really
serious, BORACURE will inspect without
fee or obligation. Action now can save you
hundreds of pounds. '
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Books of Permanent Value

THE THEATRE THROUGH THE AGES. Jomes Cleaver. 23/6 posted. A panoramic
history of the Theatre. Plays, ployhouses, decor and costume, as well as styles
of acting, receive detailed consideration in this well-iflustrated volume.

FIVE GREAT FRENCH COMPOSERS. Donald Brook. 27/6 posted. In this volume of five
attractive biographies, the reader meets the greatest characters in French music:
Bertioz, Franck, Saint-Saens, Debussy and Ravel.

ARCH OF TRIUMPH, Erich Maria Remarque. 11/6 posted. With power, beauty, and
sympathy the famous author of “All Quiet on the Western Front” has here created
an altogether remarkable story of tragic love.

EUROPEAN WITNESS., Stephen Spend /9 posted. One of mé foremost modern
British poets explores post-war Europe and records his observations with d. ljberaf
but critical spirit. L
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