
same story, and the result is that every-
one who reads these three books will
have some thoughts about New Zealand
that had never come into his mind be-
fore. But that is as far as I can go in
praise of Mr, Reed as a writer.-1 ad-
mire his zest, his energy, his freshness,
but I am not able to respond to his
emotions, and can do no more therefore
than commend him to those for whom
he really sat down to write-readers who
share his "early Heaven and happy
views." Sundowner
The Incomparable Max
MAINLY ON THE AIR. By Max Beerbohm.
* William Heinemann Ltd.
T°O few men is it given to achieve such
signal distinction in both art and let-
ters as has Max Beerbohm. His carica-
tures are famous for their wit-carica-
tures, incidentally, of the famous dead
as well as of the notorious living. » In
literature he is known as a writer of ex-
quisite. fiction and essays, both sharp-
ened by touches of satire and graced
by a mellow good
humour which con
tradicts any idea
that their author is
ill-natured.
The present vol
ume, a collection of
recent essays and
broadcast addresses,is delightful evi
dence that the
peculiar quacity of
Max’s mind-his in
ability to rejoice
with the fool in his
folly, his French
‘clarity and his Eng
‘lish fantasy — has
not been altered by
the advance of old
age. Traces there
are in these pages
of .a certain wist
fulness, a hankering
after the spacious
ness of other days when an old goat
could sit undisturbed in the sun in
Piccadilly, and one politician could be
exhilaratingly rude to another. Max
Beerbohm, however, is not a soured
praiser of times past. He still richly en-
joys life, and his latest book will add
to our enjoyment of it. His management
of words indeed is masterly. It is rare
to-day to find.a writer who is so much
at ease with himself.

~

David Hall

MAX BEERBOHM
Self-portrait

Triangular
CLUTTERBUCK. By Benn Levy. William
Heinemann Ltd.
HIS play, a sophisticated comedy in
three acts, is a variation on the
"triangle" theme. The characters, all
members of a smart society on a lux-
ury cruise, do their best to shock us.
There was no doubt a good reason for
its publication, but it was certainly not
an artistic one. There are four men and
three women in the cast.

WILD FLOWERS OF SPEECH

THE ACUTE POSITION
AMONG my gustatory observationsUpon -the. scripts of penmen of
repute,
"Positions," "shortages" and "situa- |

tions"
. Are all, I notice, said to be "acute";
"Sharp-pointed" being its only defini-
tionIt seems unsuited to abstract position,
Unless for him, with features madly
working,
Who inadvertently or rashly sits
Upon a needle in the cushion lurking,
His case, perhaps, the smart locution

* fits;
And as for shortages, why, goodness
knows
What a sharp point has got to do with
those. Arnold Wall

(HAND SOME " FOR THE HANDS
After gardening and week-end odd jobs,
such as cleaning the car hand vourself the
tin of "Clever Mary.9) Rub a little well in
and see how it removes the last trace 0f
dirt and grine. "Clever Mary" 1s tlie
clever solution for working hands a8
well as for sparkling up pots, pans basins
paintwork; enamelware, etc: sold: every=
where:

ACid

RESISTINE
ACID
No! Acid You cant cat into B & B tubs. Get oue! Out!
Oh! B& B are artists at oustingAcid and Caustic and Friction:
Aglass-smooth surfaceglances themoffwithoutJmark hard*
to theirattack, but So softwich fabric: ForYou B & B concrete
tubsaregentle: Seetheirsmartgreen Seetheirroundedcorners!
Seetheirhard-metaledge! Feeltheirsmoothness Yes,artistsin
concrete make B & B tubs. They'reYours casily, cheaply |
Whynoc ringor write B & B for details NOW?

The B& B concrete boiler is a green-enamelled beauty. Ic'$ sceel-clad for
IkeGic'$guaranteed. Andoh thequicknessofit!Eeboilsin12t015minutes
en newspaper. Teu'Il love it.

AspecialB & B vibrating process
cempactstheconcrete309harder:

JBIB TUBS
AskatanyreputablebardwarestoreOrwrtteforbookletto
8&B CONCRETECo, LTDG CrowhurstStreet, Nawmarket, Avkland

BB


