
Department, himself. also a man with
much experience of out-of-the-way spots.
The diarist had written: "December 25.
Christmas Day. Had several spots before
dinner. Very hot. Opened the medical
brandy." This man had put in nine
months in one of the most desolate
pieces of coral in the whole Pacific. The
short extract may mean little to the
stay-at-home, but a lot to the man who
knows loneliness.
Men in remote localities are instinc-
tively on their guard against these pass-
ing mental phases. Their precautions
take the form of an almost ritualistic
observance of the courtesies and decen-
cies associated with Christmas. Dinner
is an important affair. The menu in-
variably includes green peas, tinned of
course, and a pudding which may be
canned or the real thing. It all depends
on the skill and confidence of the cook.
All the Trimmings

After dinner comes the exchange of
gifts. One man will produce a bottle of
wine, stored up fgainst the day; another
a cake for which his wife has collected
butter coupons from friends and rela-
tives. The most phlegmatic man Mr.
Clifton has ever met was stationed on
Campbell Island. Completely unemo-
tional, he smoked an old pipe. continu-
ously. Comments on its aroma left him
cold. But» on Christmas Day he non-
chalantly presented the party with a
box of fine cigars.
There were a good many lonely
Christmas seasons during the war, on
the secret’ radar installations, listening-
posts and coast-watching stations at
home and abroad. One of the loneliest
came the way of a highly-placed civil
servant connected with coast-watching.
His Christmas Day was spent not on a
Pacific island but in the Government
buildings on Lambton Quay, Welling-
ton. This is how it happened.

._
On Christmas morning the Director
of Naval Intelligence telephoned him at
his home, and referring to Suvarov, a
tiny. island near the Equator, asked:
"Didn’t we change the Suvarov code
word last week?"
The civil servant remembered some-
thing about it; he had intended to fix it.
up after the holidays. The codes were
in the office safe.
The rest of the conversation went
something like this:
Director of Naval Intelligence: It’s
very awkward; there’s a signal from
Suvarov this morning.
Civil Servant: I suppose it couldn’t
wait till to-morrow; there’s nobody in
the office to-day.
D.N.I.: But a signal wouldn’t come
unless it was most important.
C.S.: Well, to-morrow. ...
D.N.I.: But it might be something
about a raider or a pocket battleship.
The civil servant (highly-placed)
closed his nostrils to the cooking smells,
his eyes to the Christmas toys being
unpacked by the children and to the
concerned expression of his wife as she
watched him at the telephone, and said:
All right; I'll go down and decode it
myself.
A taxi shortage meant a long time
in getting to the office. It took him a
while to find the key of the safe. By
dinner-time he had found the code. He
felt peckish. An efficient typist had
locked away the tea and biscuits. He
had a glass of water. By late afternoon
he had the puzzle out, although until
he had studied the directions that very
morning, he had never drawn up a
Playfair code.
And while he waited for .a taxi to
return to his home, his eye kept stray-
ing to the message; decoded, on the
table. It read: "Compliments of.the sea-
son to all the staff... . Jim."

Staff Reporter

"WHAT are the names of the Ministers Plenipotentiary in New Zealand for
Russia and France?" Faced with this question from the quiz-master, John
Melville, of Dunedin, aged 14 years (above right), replied, "Ziabkin and Gazel,"
and spelt their names. Thus he became "Quiz Kid of New Zealand," winning
a junior quiz contest conducted recently by the ZB stations. He is a student
at the Otago Boys’ High School and intends to study for the law. The runner-up
was James Sampey (left), a 13-year-old pupil at the Northcote High School,
Auckland, whose sister, Betty, stayed with him through some of the elimination
heats. Melville and Sampey were South Island and North Island champions
respectively when they met in the final test for the New Zealand title. The
Junior Quiz general session

is on the air from the ZB stations every Monday and
Wednesday at 5.0 p.m.

BREAST-FEED
yourBABY~by using Lactagol: Lactagol provides breastmilk in

Dcntin"
and regular useof thiswonderful

preparation ensureandmaintainthesupplyofbreastmilk throughout theentirefeedingperiod.
Lactagolalsostrengthensexpectantmothers,thus
leadingtoeasy,naturalfeedinglater.

33HakanoaStreet,
GreyLvnn,Auckland:LactagolLtd., 6thMay,1943.DearSirs,I feelverymean nolwritingJou soonet and

lettingvouknow justhowgrateful amferstheSam-pleofLactagolyousentIe some [Womonthsag0.Iammorethan satisfiedwiththeresultsofyour
productandhavepickedUpmy ownstrengthwon-derfully I was an absolutewreckfor 12 months
after eachofmy otherbabies,andhereI am thisLime able L0 breastfeedand carry Onwith allm
householddutieswithout anytrouble. Ioftenwon-derifit 15 really me getting about as I feel So
differentfrombefore:
BabyRaymondiscomingalong fine.Heweighed71b.2 02. atbirth;andnow a1 his lastweighinga[I0weeks,heWas 13 Zb.202. Thenursewhoweighshim is verypleasedwithhim and he looks a little
picture: I would nol leaveoff takingLactagolfor
anything a5 I am sure Iwould not be thehappypersonIam todayifithadnotbeenforusing yout
preparation:I haverecommendedyouTproduct[0severalof
my friendswhohavenewbabies andtheyareeverybit aSpleased as I amwith theresults. Sofor the
sakeofall theweeoneswhohavearrived,andforallthe babies of the future, may yout preparation
Lactagolbeknownandusedbymotherseverywhere:

Yoursverysincerly;Mrs.Teresaj:Bryant.
LACTAGOL

ForsampleofLactagol,togetherwithFREE: usefulbooklet forexpectant or nur-singmothers,write:
LactagolLtd,Dept: RO:Box977,W'ellington:Soldbyallchemists. Prices2/6,4/9and8/6.
E:TPearson&Co:Ltd,Mitcham;Surrey,

England: I

Fora CLEAR
COMPLEXION
deepcleanse
yourskin;

A cleaf,fawless
complexionis the de-sireofeverygicl. Un-
fortunately, manysuffer fromSpots,Blotches and other embarrassingblemishee
instead maybeyoudo,too.
These troubles are often caused by dust,dirtandoldmake-up. DDD~a triedand
testedantisepticPrescription- belps remove
these wastes So that the skin can breathe
freely. Blotches,Blackheadsandotherblem-
ishes tend tOdisappeararidyourcomplexionbecomes clearer.
UseDDD Prescription at night: Use8littleDDD Prescriptioneverynight: Letithelpdeep-cleanseyour skin ofoldmake
upand dirt:
At all Chemists2/3and 3/I1 abottle:
MadeforDDD:Co:Ltd,3 FleetLane,

London,E.C:4 I.6

DDDPRESCRIPTION
fotSkinBlemishes

THIS CHRISTMAS
GIVE CONTOURE 0
PERFUMED

EAU-DE COLOGNES

{TAT

7tuloute
NEW YORK

There are four delightful Contoure fragrances. Argentina and La Conga, bothsensuous and spicy, with all the gaiety offiesta time OrBouquetand AppleBlossom,both springlike and sweet.

Fromall leadingstoresandbetterbeautysalons:
4/9 8/-

Madeby the ContoureCompany Ltd Christchurch; under agree- 14/9ment with the originators, A. Breslauer Cov,New York:


