
A POPULAR READER
Owen Simmance Signs Off

| ISTENERS who during the past eight
years have enjoyed the Wednesday
night readings from 3YA by Owen L.
Simmance will learn with regret that
these have now come to an end, Mr.
Simmance has accepted a position as a
field librarian with the Country Library
Service, and it now turns out that the
reading of convivial and merry verse
which he gave on July 17 was, for the
time being at any rate, his last.
Mr. Simmance’s first reading was a
story by W. W. Jacobs, "Alf’s Dream,"
which was broadcast on August 21, 1938.
Passages from Northanger Abbey, the
remainder of which was read in subse-
quent weeks, made up the other half
of the programme. In those days the
programmes included specially chosen
music, but this was discontinued near
the beginning of the war.It would not be easy to name a
notable figure in the English and Ameri-can literature of the past from whose

work Mr. Simmance has not read. Most
memorable, perhaps, were his character
readings. His interpretation, for instance,
of Thomas William Robertson’s play
"Caste," in which as many as five char-
acters were on the stage at once, is
something that will not soon be for-
gotten by those who heard it; nor is it
hard to remember the generous helpings
of Shakespeare, Sheridan, and Dickens
and the delightful readings from Alice
in Wonderland. Yes, it was all there,
from Ruth and the Psalms to (was it
Mr. Farjeon’s?) "The Cat That Brayed,"
with its almost unbearable mounting
atmosphere of terror. There were some
good readings from the Irish, too-Mr.
Simmance’s. natural tongue became
harder and harder to pick; and on at least
two occasions foreign authors appeared
on the programmes when translations of
Dostoevski’s "The Betrothed" and
Manzoni’s "The Promised Wife" were
read.

F.A.J.

STATION 4ZB's "RADIO ROUNDABOUT," 2 southern counterpart of2ZB's Sunday Night Gazette, recently introduced listeners to threewell-known Dunedin citizens, Jimmy Himburg (secretary, and treasurer),Alf. Pettitt (pianist) and H. P. Desmoulins (song-leader) who, in the last
16 years, have raised £35,000 for charities through Dunedin’s weeklycommunity sings Our photograph shows the trio, all grandfathers, beinginterviewed for the "Roundabout" by Jimmy MacFarlane.

OWEN L. SIMMANCEIt was all there

NATIONAL FILM UNIT
FRUIT growing by young farmers andreturned soldiers in the Hawke’s Bay
District is the subject of "Young Fruit
Growers’ Field Day" in the Weekly Re-
view released by the National Film Unit
on November 15. Short news items in-
clude "Hundred Mile Cycle Race" from
Palmerston North to Wellington; "Oha-
kune Co-op.," in which a small town
opens up a shop which.is owned by its
residents; and "Nurses From England,"
showing the group of English girls who
have come here to take up nursing in
mental hospitals,
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