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A WHOLE HATFUL OF 600D Points SOCIOLOGIST LOOKS

- US OVER

Oregon Professor’s

Interest in Farming
(4

S land a few weeks ago 1
have several times been
asked to compare this country with
America. But it just can't be done.”
declared Professor Robert H.
Dann, Professor of Sociology in Oregon
State College, who is spending his Sab-
batical Year investigating New Zealand
conditions. “The U.S. is too big and too
varied between one region and another
, to make any comparisons that are worth
anything. But I can very easily and pro-
fitably compare things in New Zeatand
’ with things in my own home State. For
i Oregon and New Zealand have just about

the same population, the same climate,
the same industries, and the same folk.

INCE arriving in New Zea-

“Take farming, now. Just as with you,
“it’s our biggest industry in Oregon—
|along with lumbering. A big range, like
{ your Alps, stops the wet winds from
| the Pacific from reaching the eastern
I part so that our coast is wet and forested
I'like your Westland and our inland area
is dry and suited to wheat like your
- Canterbury. Only our rain stops in sum-
mer. We might get 60 days on end with-
out a shower.”

i The Listener representative, looking
out through a spattered window-pane,
sighed for Oregon.

“Weil.” said the Professor. “It's good
to be sure of getting £}l your hay in. But
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“Well. no. not directly. We haven't
got your milking plants back there. You
milk straight from the cow to the pig
and to the cream-can all through pipes
and without human hand. We milk by
‘hend, or, at most, by cups that empty
‘into a bucket under the cow. But then
- we couldn't pipe-up a whole barn full
~of cows, each in its stall. So our dairying
_is inefficient compared with yours. Only,
say, why don’t you drink the milk you
grow? You've got the biggest and cheap-

sureiv climate could rot account
! of thar price difference. he was

est miik production in the world and,
"in Wellington anyhow, the finest distri-
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because 1 work in a college that .pecial-
ises in agriculture and forestry. Our
Oregon University set-up. again. is a good
deal like yours. Corresponding to your
University of New Zealand. which is a

{
! 89 Victoria 8t. W., Auckland,
l i general co-ordinating body, is our State

PROFESSOR ROBERT H. DANN
“You've controlled inflation much better
than we have”

Board of Higher Education. This has
several constituent colleges, all of which
teach general subjects up to first-year
standards and thereafter specialise. Witn
the same population we must have
around double the number of students
that you have. On the other hand, only
about one-third of those who start finish
their courses.”

Retuming to the subject of dairying
and other production cdsts, Professor
Dann made some comparisons between
New Zealand and U.S. prices.

“Butter went wp to 90 cents a pound.
say 5 6.7 he said, “when price controls
were lifted. though the new controls :
got it back & lLirde since. And
t¢ "0 cernts for ounces—:ihgt’s
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‘htn Jus
ferent altoget ¥ou. of course
have some high prices that America
doesn't nave. I sold my automobile be-
fore leaving for 750 dollars. And then
in Auckland we rode in exactly thew
same model taxi bought for £900. Then
the mileages you make them run! We
junk our automobiles after 80,000 miles
or so. and many people think that one
that is two years old is getting too
dangerous to ride in.”

Talk of economic problems led to

questions about political outlooks.

“Sure, that’s the first question every-
one in New Zealand puts me,” replied
Professor Dann. “Only most folks say
‘and is America quite hopelessly capi-™
talistic’* Well, plenty of Americans
equate ‘the American way of life’ with
economic individualism. But the idea
that the majority of Americans are
economically. ambitious is as false as the
statement that New Zealanders flop heip-
lessly on the State. Our organised labour
is of course non-political. Unions haven't

(continued on next page)
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