
on paper, the most impressive, consist-
ing as it does of three minutes of some
news broadcast or commentary which
has now made history (the week beforelast: we had the announcement of the
fall of Warsaw). But the years have
played such havoc with the recordings
(cursed at birth by poor reception con-
ditions) that any significance they may
have is swallowed up in the irritation
attending our efforts to decipher them.

Singing Sands
Miss MILDRED. CABLE, one of ateam of missionary-explorers now
visiting. New Zealand, spoke the other|
evening from 3YA of her experiences,
and displayed at once the indefinable
quality of modern explorers — Freya
Stark, Bertram Thomas, even Peter
Fleming, these have it too. It is an out-
look entirely different from that of the
19th Century voyager who, when they
did not insist on judging the new lands
by the standards of their own society,
retained indomitably- the faculties of
wonder and surprise. Not so the modern;
Miss Cable, who distributes the Bible
among Mongols, Kirghiz, and Uzbeks,
has no sense of strangeness. In her voice
is no more than a quiet naturalness, an
acceptance of the flow of life as it passes
before ‘her eyes, in whatever landscapes,
garments and ornaments, on whatever
beasts, vehicles and roads, it may chance
to go. The charm and importance of
this to the listener is that the speaker
imposes no attitudes or reactions upon
him, but. a calm objectivity which leaves
him free to feel and. think as he really
wishes; respecting the life she describes,
she respects the independence of judg-
ment of her audience. Here, she says,
is a way of life; think of it what you
will. One begins to wonder whether
Central Asian travel is not the last
refuge of the individual; no false stan-
dards of romance and glamour bedevil
his mind, but in an atmosphere of dry
and ageless calm he can breathe freely,
and look for the first time at what he
sees, weighing and measuring it for whatit is in a pure relation of observer and
observed. But, no doubt, it is no longer
so. A Soviet column rumbles along the
northern horizon, on its way to present
collectivist standards to the Mongol; and
the south-east sky is uneasy with Mus-
tangs, ensuring the freedom of Uzbek
individualism. Everywhere the impor-
tunity of commercial systems and
ideologies beats at the citadel of the
mind.

The Highwayman
WING to an excessively dramatic
concert-platform’ version of Alfred
Noyes’ Highwayman which I was once
forced to live through, I have tended
to look the other way whenever this
gentleman goes by. But I am now be-
ginning to look upon him with a less
bloodshot eye, thanks first of all to A.
D. Priestley, whose reading of the poem
in a Friday Correspondence School ses-
sion sent a shiver even through my
inoculated spine, and probably resulted
in an increased demand for nightlights
in backblocks nurseries. And the last of
my unfortunate memories were driven
out when I heard the ‘Wellington Train-
ing College Choral Society singing Arm-
strong Gibb’s version of The Highway-
man, a work which seems to me to
recreate even more forcibly the emo-tional surge of the original. *

WAR ASSETS REALISATION BOARD

ARMY FIELD RADIOS
Complete Battery Operated, Short-wave
Transmitter-Receiver Sets. Brand new. Type
ZCI, Mark 2. £20 f.o.b./f.o.r. Wellington.
Transmitter, Receiver and Vibrator power
pack housed in one cabinet. Designed for tele-
phone and telegraph transmission. Manufac-
tured in New Zealand for the Armed Forces.
Transmitter Section consists of Master Os-
cillator, Buffer, Final Amplifier (6V6GT),
Speech Amplifier and Modulator (6V6GT), pro-
viding high level (plate) ‘modulation, Keying
and break-in relays. Power output approxi-
mately 3 watts. Input current, 5 amps. Excel-
lent as a driver stage for a high-powered R.F.
Amplifier where more power is needed.
The Receiver is a 6-valve superhetrodyne
with very high sensitivity (1.5 to 8 micro-
‘volts). Crash limiter. Current consumption
approximately 2.8 amps. :

Both Transmitter Section and Receiver Sec-
tion are powered from a 12-volt accumulator,
The accumulator is NOT supplied with the set.
Frequenty range of both sections is 1.9 to
8 me/s in two bands. Flick tuning device for
both transmitter and receiver.
Accessories include 34ft. aerial mast in sec-
tions complete with base insulator, halyards,
etce.; key and plug. assembly; 2 dynamic and 2
carbon microphones; 4 sets dynamic head-
phones: 2 remote control units and cable
drums; spare valves and vibrators, etc.
The sets are ideally suited for licensed radio
amateurs as the frequency range includes the
80 and the 40 meter bands. They are also
suited for mobile and marine installation and
would also appear to meet the needs of tech-
nical colleges and schools requiring high-grade
equipment. Instruction booklets are included
with each set.
The above equipment is contained in the
original export packing, consisting of 2 cases
and an aerial pack.
This is an opportunity to obtain a very
efficient communications unit at a small per-
centage of the original cost.
Applications and remittances should be sent
direct to the Secretary, War Assets Realisation
Board, Private Bag, Lambton Quay Post Office,
Wellington. Remittance from applicants out-
side Wellington must include exchange or the
amount of £20 per set can be paid to any
branch of the Bank of Néw Zealand and the
indicated portion of the Bank Receipt for-’
warded to the above address.
WARNING.-It is an offence against’ the
Post and Telegraph Act to establish a radio
transmitting station unless the station is
licensed by the Postal Authorities.
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